
17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME        26th JULY 2026 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Good evening/morning and welcome to St Joseph’s Church. We extend a special 
welcome to all visitors; thank you for joining us today. 
 
As a parish, we deeply respect this land and its traditional custodians: the Bunurong 
and Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation. 
 
We also re-commit ourselves to the ongoing safeguarding of the young and vulnerable 
in our community. 
 
This weekend, we celebrate the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Our readings today 
invite us to reorientate our hearts towards seeking God’s kingdom. For when we seek 
God’s kingdom first, we live purposefully, experiencing the fullness of life. 
 
Our celebrant today is ………… 
 

Please stand for our entrance hymn. 
 
 

FIRST READING           The first book of the Kings 3:5, 7-12  
 

In this reading, we see Solomon as young man, just appointed king, and overawed by 
responsibility. His dream expresses his deep desire to be of service to God and the 
people, which God honours.  
 

(Commentator: pause after the reading is finished) 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               On the Bulletin if not sung 
 

(Commentator: pause after the psalm is finished) 
 
SECOND READING               Letter of St Paul to the Romans 8:28-30 
 

Today’s second reading reminds us that God has called us, chosen us, and works with 
us. That is how blessed we are! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             On the Bulletin if not sung  



17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME        26th JULY 2026 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Good morning and welcome to St Thomas Aquinas’ Church. We extend a special 
welcome to all visitors; thank you for joining us today. 
 

As a parish, we deeply respect this land and its traditional custodians: the Bunurong 
and Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation. 
 
We also re-commit ourselves to the ongoing safeguarding of the young and vulnerable 
in our community. 
 
This weekend, we celebrate the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Our readings today 
invite us to reorientate our hearts towards seeking God’s kingdom. For when we seek 
God’s kingdom first, we live purposefully, experiencing the fullness of life. 
 
Our celebrant today is ………… 
 

Please stand for our entrance hymn. 
 
 

FIRST READING           The first book of the Kings 3:5, 7-12  
 

In this reading, we see Solomon as young man, just appointed king, and overawed by 
responsibility. His dream expresses his deep desire to be of service to God and the 
people, which God honours.  
 

(Commentator: pause after the reading is finished) 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               On the Bulletin if not sung 
 

(Commentator: pause after the psalm is finished) 
 
SECOND READING               Letter of St Paul to the Romans 8:28-30 
 

Today’s second reading reminds us that God has called us, chosen us, and works with 
us. That is how blessed we are! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                       On the Bulletin if not sung  



17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME        26th JULY 2026 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

CELEBRANT: We ask God to bless us with the gift of wisdom and understanding as we 
bring our prayers before the throne of mercy, with humility and confidence. 

 
1. We pray for Pope Leo, all bishops and church leaders. May they, like Solomon, be 

blessed with a special gift of discernment as they lead the church today: 
         Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

2. We pray for leaders of government, commerce, trade and industry. May they strive 
honestly and intelligently to work together as stewards of God’s creation:  
         Let us pray to the Lord. 

 
3. We pray for our faith community of worship and witness. May we open our hearts 

in service to each other, especially to the frail and isolated:   
         Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

4. We pray for ourselves on our journey of faith. May we respond to the call of God, 
who watches over us along the way and teaches us how to live with the treasures 
of his love:        Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

5. We pray for the sick in the Alfred and all our hospitals, places of care and at home 
– including those named on the parish sick list, (pause) that they may know the 
healing strength of the Lord through the care and love of all who surround them:  

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

6. We pray for those who have died recently including ………., and for those whose 
anniversary of death occurs around this time, in particular ………. May they now 
experience God’s glory:      Let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
CELEBRANT: Almighty God, hear the words of your servant people as we voice our 
needs and concerns before you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


