GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John,

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another

Jn 14:15-21

Advocate,
Jesus said to his disciples:

‘If you love me you will keep my

commandments.

I shall ask the Father,

and he will give you another Advocate

to be with you for ever,

that Spirit of truth

whom the world can never receive

since it neither sees nor knows him;

but you know him,

because he is with you, he is in you.

I will not leave you orphans;

I will come back to you.

In a short time the world will no longer

see me;

but you will see me,

because I live and you will live.

On that day

you will understand that I am in my Father

and you in me and I in you.

Anybody who receives my commandments

and keeps them

will be one who loves me

and anybody who loves me will be loved by

my Father,

and I shall love him and show myself to him.’
& The Gospel of the Lord.
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Breaking Open

"“Wor

THE SPIRIT IS WITH US

Last week it was worry. Today it is about
loneliness. We know loneliness. We know
what it feels like, for example, when someone
close to us dies. Grief, sadness and loneliness
can be palpable. In today’s Gospel, John invites
us again to draw closer to Jesus who addresses
the loneliness which the disciples (and, at
times, ourselves) can experience. When we
feel God’s apparent silence or absence, when
we deal with death or tragedy, Jesus promises
‘another Advocate’. This is the promise of his
very Spirit that will remain with the disciples
when he physically leaves them.

By the time John writes, this is already a
reality and Jesus’ spirit, the Advocate, the
‘Spirit of Truth’, is with them and ‘forever’.
They will not be left orphaned as the Spirit
accompanies them in every generation to
experience his eternal and real, though non-
physical, presence. But there is a second
promise that Jesus makes. He will return as
he offers an eschatological vision, an insight
into the final days, in which the disciples will
experience their communion and intimacy
with God restored. They will discover a love
that is eternal and carry them through those
days of loneliness.

This is the promise that we need to hear,
especially as we grapple with our experiences
of loneliness brought on by grief of our beloved
dead or the persistent loneliness of life that
surrounds us. Jesus' Advocate, his Spirit, is
with us.

Fr Michael Trainor

THE SAVING WORD

10 May 2026

SixTH SUNDAY OF EAsTER / A

FIRST READING Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

They laid hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

Philip went to a Samaritan town and
proclaimed the Christ to them. The people
united in welcoming the message Philip
preached, either because they had heard of
the miracles he worked or because they saw
them for themselves. There were, for example,
unclean spirits that came shrielding out of many
who were possessed, and several paralytics and
cripples were cured. As a result there was great
rejoicing in that town.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them, and they went
down there, and prayed for the Samaritans to
receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not
come down on any of them: they had only been
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then
they laid hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

| The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 65:1-7, 16, 20. R. cf. v. 2
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with
joy. (or Alleluial)

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth, /

O sing to the glory of his name. / O render
him glorious praise. / Say to God: ‘How
tremendous your deeds! R.

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow; / shall
sing to you, sing to your name!” / Come and
see the works of God, / tremendous his deeds
among men. R.

3. He turned the sea into dry land, / they
passed through the river dry-shod. / Let our
joy then be in him; / he rules for ever by his
might. R.

4. Come and hear, all who fear God. / I will
tell what he did for my soul: / Blessed be God
who did not reject my prayer / nor withhold
his love for me. R,

SECOND READING 1 Pet 3:15-18
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was
raised to life.

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and
always have your answer ready for people who
ask you the reason for the hope that you all
have. But give it with courtesy and respect
and with a clear conscience, so that those who
slander you when you are living a good life in
Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations
that they bring. And if it is the will of God that
you should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing
right than for doing wrong.

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he
was, had died once for sins, died for the guilty,
to lead us to God. In the body he was put to
death, in the spirit he was raised to life.

# The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will
come to them.

Alleluia!

In 14:23




i -k

EVENTS AND MEETINGS
P RCIA: Thurs 14" May 7pm.

P Sacramental Prep: Sat 16 May 10.30am
» Finance Committee: Tues 12 May 4pm

Est. 1887 6t Sunday of Easter 10" May 2026
St Joseph's Catholic Church, 30 Fitzgerald Street
St Thomas Aquinas' Church, 43 Bromby Street

{ﬁ,’%ﬂ IN LOVING MEMORY
X
KX‘{? Recently Deceased

Ed

= uthvearra »Parish Council: Wed 13__I\/_l_a1y pm T —
In the Pastoral Care of the AUGUSTINIANS | MORNING TEA & CHILDREN'S LITURGY FOTELECXIV % Nancy McNamara  x Basll Persira
» Fr Luca Park OSA Parish Priest St. Joseph's « 10.30am Mass Loving God, you ask us to hear ®.Jim Barry % Christine Kerr
» Fr Francis Park OSA (Korean Chaplain) Fourth Sunday of the month. the call for peace that does 5 e g . P Andrea
B Fr Brian Buckley OSA Prior . (except school holidays and_ long weekends) not rely on weapons or fear or % Sr Helen Frawiey i Popg Erancis
ADMINISTRATION , St Thomas Aquinas — Morn_lng Tea - last military deterrence; the peace
_ST JOSEPH'S PA_RISH CENTRE f .v.. ; Sunday of the month following 9am Mass o 3 EWR  of Christ as unarmed and
Tel: Church & Office 9826 9677 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION disaring humble and perseveiing, &Rd o PARISH BAPTISMS
secretary@pari hyarra.org.au -/ St. Joseph's » Sat: 5.10pm — 5.40pm, or by ' The parish congratulates the
www.parishofsouthyarra.org.au
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appointment.
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