GOSPEL Jn 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.
All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine,
and mv Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,
by means of the word that T have spoken to
vou.

Make vour home in me, as I make mine in you.

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by 1thlf

but must remain part of the vine,

neither can you unless you remain in me.

[ am the vine,

vou are the branches.

Whoever remains in me, with me in him,

bears fruit in plenty;

for cut off from me vou can do nothing.

Anyone who does not remain in me

is like a branch that has been thrown away

— he withers;

these branches are collected and thrown on
the fire,

and they are burnt.

If vou remain in me

and my words remain in vou,

vou may ask what you will

and vou shall get it.

It is to the glory of my Father that you

should bear much fruit,

and then yvou will be my disciples

The Gospel of the Lord.
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‘MAKE YOUR HOME IN MFE’

The juxtaposition of the story of Saul (Paul)
in the first reading from Acts with the image
of Jesus as the vine in the Gospel speaks to
the formation of disciples of Jesus. In Acts we
have a glimpse into the beginnings of Saul’s
(not yet called Paul) ministry who, with all
the zeal of his experience of the risen Christ,
joins the believers. Barnabus takes him under
his wing. Trouble erupts with the Hellenists
and Paul is whisked away from Jerusalem to
his hometown to where he contemplates his

call.

When we then hear the Gospel’s beautifully
elegant description of the vine and the
branches we can connect with the formation
of the disciples and discern our own call. The
clear instruction is ‘to make your home in me’,
to make our home in Jesus. It is a symbiotic
relationship just like the vine and its branches.
We need to remain/abide in Jesus to bear
fruit. No matter our zeal, our life of faith and
ministrv grows and flows from Jesus. This is
turther enriched by the words of the second
reading from the First Letter of John where
we hear that ‘our love is not to be just words
or mere talk but something real and active’.
We are to live the life God wants, to love one
another and live in God.

Vines and their fruit are no stranger to us here
in Australia, so we take time to reflect on this
image to see how closely we abide in Jesus the

vine.

Dr Rosemary Canavan

THE SAVING WORD
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EAsTEr / B

FIRST READING Acts 9: 26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and
spoke to him on his journey.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him:
they could not believe he was really a disciple.
Barnabas, however, took char ge of him,
introduced him to the apostles, and explained
how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken
to him on his journey, and how he had preached
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus, Saul
now started to go round with them in Jerusalem,
preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord.
But after he had spokcn to the Hellenists, and
argued with them, they became determined to
kill him. When the brothers knew, they took
him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there
to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee
and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord,
and filled with the consolation of the Holv
Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 21: 26-28, 30-32. R. v. 26
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly
of vour people. (v Alleluial)

I. My vows | will pay before those who fear
him. / The poor shall eat and shall have their
fill. / They shall praise the Lord, those who

seek him. / Mayv their hearts live for ever and
ever! R,

2. All the earth shall remember and return to
the Lord, / all families of the nations worship
before him. / Thev shall worship him, all the
mighty of the earth; / before him shall bow all
who go down to the dust. R,

3. And my soul shall live for him, my
children serve him. / They shall tell of the
Lord to generations vet to come, / declare his
faithfulness to penp]es vet unborn: / “These
things the Lord has done.” R.
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SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St John.

His commandments are these: that we believe and
that we love one another.

1])n 3:18-24

My children, our love is not to be just words
or mere tall, but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain that we are the
children of the truth and be able to quieten our
conscience in his presence, whatever accusations
it mav raise against us, because God is greater
than our conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by
our conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s
presence, and whatever we ask him, we shall
receive, because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants. His
commandments are these: that we believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we
love one another as he told us to. Whoever
keeps his commandments lives in God and God
lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the
Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION In 15:4-5
Alleluia, alleluia! / Live in me and let me
live in vou, says the Lord; / my branches
bear much fruit. / Alleluia!




COFFEE AFTER 9AM MASS
EVENTS AND MEETINGS A
| »RCIA gathering 7pm Thursday 2™ May AT GT THOMAS AQUINAS
|»Parish Council: Wed 8 May 7pm All welcome to join us this
ST AUGUSTINE IN THE EASTER SEASON Sunday 28 April 10 am at The
“In this loaf of bread you Kettle Black, 50 Albert Rd, South

5th Sunday of Easter 28t April 2024)
St Joseph's Catholic Church, 30 Fitzgerald Street
St Thomas Aquinas' Church, 43 Bromby Street

Est. 1887

parishoisouthyarra

CHILDREN'S LITURGY

St. Joseph's e 10.30am Mass

Fourth Sunday of the month

(except school holidays and long weekends)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

In the Pastoral Care of the AUGUSTINIANS
» Fr Luca Park OSA Parish Priest

»Fr Marydas Arackal OSA Assistant Priest
» Fr Matteo Cho OSA (Korean Chaplain)

» Fr Brian Buckley OSA Prior

. Melbourne.
are given clearly to
understand how much f;ﬁ
; wb' A
you should love unity. | W

IN LOVING MEMORY
Recently Deceased

ADMINISTRATION

ST JOSEPH'S PARISH CENTRE
Tel: Church & Office 9826 9677

secretary@parishofsouthyarra.org.au

www.parishofsouthyarra.org.au

Postal: Box 21 South Yarra 3141

St. Joseph's » Sat: 5.15pm — 5.45pm, by
appointment or before/after Weekday Mass

ANOINTING / HEALING MASS
(Sacrament of the Sick) First Tuesday of
the month 10am at St Joseph's Church

OUR PARISH AND THE AUGUSTINIANS
Commit to creating an environment where the safety of
children and vulnerable persons is paramount. All volunteers
are reauired to have a Working With Children Check.

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME
Anyone ill or housebound may contact us to
request a visit for communion at home.

Pastoral and Administrative Support

» Stefphy Coosnapa (Parish Pastoral Assistant)
» Safeguarding: Stefphy Coosnapa & I-Lynn Lee

» Juliet Qei (Business & Facilities Manager: Wed - Fri)
» Bernadette Dennis (St Joseph’s Outreach Services

P Toni Stuart (Parish Secretary, Weddings & SJOS Volunteer Co-ordinator: Tues/Thurs/Fri)

Liturgical Calendar for the week commencing 28" April 2024

ST ICOSEPHS ST THOMAS
DAY AQUINAS'
TIME TIME
Saturday 27" April 6.00pm Vigil Mass
th H
Sunday 28™ April 10.30am Mass o005 M

5" Sunday of Easter

Children’s Liturgy

Monday 29" April

Sts Phillip & James

St Catherine of Siena

Tuesday 30" April

5t \Week of Easter 10.00am Mass 12.45pm Mass
Wednesday 1* May 10.00am Mass

5" Week of Easter - 12.45pm Mass

Thursday 2™ May 10.00am Mass 12.45pm Mass

| St Athanasius . L
Friday 3™ May 10.00am Mass 12.45pm Mass

L

Saturday 4" May
5" Week of Easter

9.00am Mass

CATHOLICCARE APPEAL 4" & 5" MAY

Next weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria Appeal. CatholicCare
delivers programs and support to those most vulnerable in our
community.
Your support and generosity will help provide caring and
compassionate support for struggling individuals and families.

& mean, was that loaf made

from one grain? Weren't
there many grains of wheat? But before
they came into the loaf they were all
separate; they were joined together by
means of water after a certain amount
of pounding and crushing. Unless
wheat is ground, after all, and
moistened with water, it can't possibly
get into this shape which is called
bread. In the same way, you too were
being ground and pounded, as it were,
by the humiliation of fasting. Then
came baptism, and you were, in a
manner of speaking, moistened with
water in order to be shaped into bread.”
(Sermon 227)

CHILDRENS’ LITURGY
Children’s’ Liturgy this
Sunday 28t April during
10.30am Mass at St
Joseph’s. All families with
children are invited to
attend and parents may also participate.

MORNING TEA AFTER ST JOSEPH’S
10.30AM MASS

All welcome to join us ff
for morning tea after

St Joseph's 10.30am

mass this Sunday 28" April

Anniversaries

% Domenico Tesoriero & Alfred Kudeweh
& Frank Muratore & Keith Arthur

% Lucia Ochoa = Ross McKenzie
# Susan Hoogenboom % Fr. Mick Mulcahy
= Michael Yu

CHILDREN'’S FIRST RECONCILIATION
Preparation classes for
children making their First
Reconciliation will begin in
May, Please contact Stefphy
at the parish office.

PARISH CHRISTENING
The parish congratulates
the family of Ace So who is
{o be baptised in our parish
this weekend.

VOLUNTEER MUSICIANS

We are seeking volunteer musicians who
would be interested in going on a roster to
play at St Joseph’'s weekend masses.
Please contact the parish office.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:

Margaret Wallin, Mark Ho, June Cochrane, Ronald
Seaman, Mitos Gloudemans, Anne Rigg, Ced John
Netto, Julie Mahony, Paul Chong, Larissa
Popowski, Caroline O'Neil, Isabella Chong, Thomas
Bedier, Luke Dennis, Sonia Guzman, Damien Ryan,
Stephen Soh, Anne Morton.

MASS COLLECTIONS 21/04/2024

Clergy (Augustinian Community)
1% Collection, CDF & bank deposits.
Church (Parish Ministries)

2 CONBCHON ..o ieiiiemrinim i $ 400.15
Envelopes.......ccoceeeeiieiiieiiieeieee $ 260 .00
Direct Debit/EFT/ CDF Pay/ Cr Cards $§ 605.60
Tap Point Terminals..............occoeeuees $ 755.00

Thank you for your generosity

$ 72095




