
AB’S History Corner 
 

Dedications of churches to St Thomas Aquinas (Tommaso d’Aquino 
1225-1274) are rare in Victoria. When on 21 February 1915, 
Archbishop Carr was opening the Chapel of Ease in Bromby Street, 
South Yarra, which was dedicated to St Thomas Aquinas, he said “The 
place that St Thomas Aquinas holds in the domain of philosophy and 
theology is analogous to that held by Shakespeare in English literature. 
Of him it could be truly said that there was no subject connected with 
theology or philosophy which he did not touch, and there was no 
subject which he touched that he did not adorn.” 

 
St Thomas Aquinas is almost always 
portrayed with a book in his hand.  
 

St Thomas’ hand writing was so terrible it was referred to as littera 
inintelligibilis He overcame this problem with dictation. It is well 

documented that the future Saint could dictate texts to two or three secretaries at the same time as he 
could think faster than they could write.                                                                  Andrew Balcerzak 

 

 

Parish Welcomes, Celebrations and Farewells 
 

This year, through the waters of  Baptism, the 
parish has welcomed Charlotte Callaghan, Ethan 
Yu, Blair Di Lorenzo, Zoe Thomas, Alicia Meheut & 
Amelia Ravanparsa. 
 
We rejoice that The Sacrament of Marriage was 
celebrated by James Gallo & Lauren Midgley, 
Hunter Ballingall & Gabriella Karakas, Peter Le & 
Kathy Nguyen, 
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Mass Times 
Tues-Fri: St Joseph’s 10am; St Thomas Aquinas: 12.45pm 

Sat: St Joseph’s 9am & 6pm 
Sun: St Thomas Aquinas: 9am; St Joseph’s 10.30am 

 

SJOS NEWS 
 
SJOS recently 
launched a new 
volunteering rostering 
system – Better Impact – with the aim to simplify and 
streamline how volunteers can assist in the SJOS 
support services. The system plus a new volunteer 
website - was announced in January this year and 
rostering via the system commenced in March 2023.  
 
This year we are 
relaunching our 
regular fundraising 
events – starting off 
with Bunnings 
Sausage Sizzles in 
March and April, a 
Friend-a-thon in 
May and the 
Annual SJOS 
Appeal Weekend in 
June.  
 
Finally, SJOS welcomes two new board members – 
Deandra Gomes and Eileen Monagle – who are also 
active members of the South Yarra Parish.    
 
Daniel Dorall (SJOS Chair) 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 

 

Welcome! New Parishioner Information forms are 
available in our churches  to complete and  return to 
the parish office or hand to the priest. 

Palm Sunday -    St Thomas 9am  

             St Joseph’s 10.30am  

Holy Thursday -   St Joseph’s 7pm  

Good Friday -   Stations of the Cross:  

                              St Thomas 10am 

                      Liturgy of Passion:  

              St Joseph’s 3pm 

Holy Saturday -    Easter Vigil: St Joseph’s 7pm 

Easter Sunday -   St Thomas 9am  

              St Joseph’s 10.30am  

HOLY WEEK             
 2023 

SJOS first Bunnings                                  
sausage sizzle 2023 

A MESSAGE FROM THE AUGUSTINIANS 

Although we are aware of changing times and events in our 
lives and community, perhaps we do not always stop to 
reflect on their significance as we should. It is apparent each 
Sunday in the congregation at our Masses that the 
demographic of our parish is much different from that of 
some 20 years previously. The many farewells and adieus 
that are a part of any community over the years through 
relocation or death, are a universal reality, but I do believe 
they are exacerbated in a place such as South Yarra. I often 
comment to our regulars on the weekend that I do not know 
many of the newcomers who come through our doors.  
 

The sadness of loss and departures of those with whom we 
have shared our lives is somewhat compensated by the 
acquaintance of new friends and parishioners. One  very 
significant loss in the past year was, of course, Fr Gerry 
Dullard OSA who spent the last 20 years in our parish 
community as an active priest and then his time in 
retirement among us. His absence was deeply felt by many 
of us but now he has gone to his reward with his classmate 
and long time companion Fr John Barry OSA who preceded 
him by eighteen months. May they both rest in peace. 
 

Towards the end of 2022 we finalized our submission to the 
Archdiocese in connection with the Parish Mission Renewal 
program. We committed ourselves to ongoing discernment, 
engagement with our neighbouring parishes and 
acknowledged our responsibility to the Korean Catholic 
Community in the Melbourne Archdiocese. Fr Matteo Cho 
OSA has expanded the ministry at Mount Waverley to also 
include a new Mass centre in the western region of 
Melbourne centred at Caroline Springs. There is every 
indication that this ministry will continue to grow. 
 

With the Augustinian Provincial Chapter convened last July 
2022 we received the confirmation that our local 
Augustinian community would remain the same. However Fr 
Luca Park OSA has now been appointed and assumed the 
role of parish priest, being officially installed on February 
26th. We congratulate him and pledge our support in this 
responsibility in the time ahead. It is another chapter in the 
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St Joseph’s                                                       

St Thomas Aquinas  

presence of the Augustinians in this parish for now close 
on fifty years. 
 

If we attempt to evaluate the current situation of the 
parish, as many communities are in the wake of the 
COVID period, I would be confident that we have emerged 
with renewed vigour, but also as a changed, or rather, 
evolving community. The challenges remain the same in 
some respects, but as the ongoing work of the Synod of 
Bishops on Synodality should remind us, we are 
constantly called to “enlarge the space of our tent”, 
remembering that: 
“By God’s gracious will we are gathered together in 
communion, to participate in deep listening to one 
another, and to better witness to the mission of the 
gospel”. 
          
 Fr Brian Buckley OSA 

Since my arrival is this parish a few years ago I have had 
the opportunity to see the parish led through the difficult 
time of COVID. 
 

Now things are a little easier but my role in the parish has 
become more demanding since my appointment as parish 
priest. But this new role gives me a great opportunity to 
support all the work of the parish and of course all of you 
the parishioners. 
 

I pray for God's abundant blessings for us all as we move 
forward together. 
 

Fr Luca Park 
OSA 

                                                                                       

                                                                                                 

 
 

   
 



              REV. FR. J.A. KENNY                                

Assistant Priest South Yarra - 1910-1919                           

  

Just over one hundred 
years ago the Spanish Flu 
had reached Melbourne. 
It was to claim the lives 
of countless victims in 
the city. 
 

On either side of the 
transept of St Joseph’s 
Church are erected two 
commemorative plaques, 

one to Fr John Collins on the west and another to Fr James 
Aloysius Kenny on the east. It is likely that the latter was the 
first Australian-born priest to serve in this parish. It was also 
likely he was one of the victims of the epidemic. 
 

Fr James Aloysius Kenny was born 24th July 1877 in Franklin 
Street, Melbourne to Irish parents, John Kenny (1836-1912) 
and Mary Anne Naughton (1841-1905), who had immigrated in 
1870. Due to misfortune at sea they arrived with none of the 
belongings that had accompanied them.  
 

While his older brother, Augustus Leo was born in the U.K., 
James, his sister Mary Agnes and his younger brother John 
Joseph were born in Melbourne. Mary Agnes died in 
Heidelberg in 1897 and their mother in 1905. 
 

Having been educated at St. Francis School and Parade College, 
he entered the seminary and studied at St. Patrick’s, Manly, 
Sydney, before journeying to Rome to attend the Gregorian 
University where he obtained a degree in Canon Law. He was 
ordained in Rome on 14th April 1900, (by cruel fate, the same 
date as his death some 19 years later). As a young priest he 
was assigned to various parishes including St. Francis, Geelong, 
Essendon and Elsternwick and finally to South Yarra which was 
to be his last appointment.   
 

The Catholic press reported the cause if his death as heart 
failure at St. Vincent’s Hospital. His death certificate more 
prosaically as ‘influenza and pulmonary complications’. Fr. 
James Kenny died at the untimely age of 41 on 14th of April 
1919 and was buried in the Catholic clergy vault of the 
Melbourne General Cemetery. His obituary states that he had 
visited a dying Catholic and become ill a day or two later. 
“Wherever he went his lovable and genial disposition attracted 
all hearts”. 
 

Fr James Kenny’s elder brother Augustus Leo Kenny (1863-
1946) was a renowned optician in Collins Street who was 
awarded a papal knighthood for his services to the Church, in 
particular the organisation of the first and third Australasian 
Catholic Congresses in 1900 and 1909. Having been widowed 
within a few years of his marriage Dr Augustus Kenny’s second 
wife was a well-known violinist Olga Zichy-Woinarski.  
 

Dr. Kenny's influence on medical affairs in Victoria was 

profound. In 1899 he was a founder of the Ophthalmological 

Society of Melbourne and that year was elected president of 

the Victorian branch of the British Medical Association, 

honorary general secretary of the Australasian Medical 

Congress in 1923 and founder in 1927 of the Royal Australasian 

College of Surgeons 

PARISH CELEBRATIONS 

COFFEE SUNDAYS 
 

It was a bit hard to fit the whole group from St Thomas 

Aquinas Church into this photo taken on the 26th February.  

2023 has seen the resumption of regular catch-ups for 

coffee after the 9am mass for attendees of STA .  Our first 

one for the year was on the Feast of St Thomas Aquinas in 

January. 

The proprietors of Deep & Me Café at  448 St Kilda Rd 

Melbourne have welcomed an expanding group of thirsty 

customers from about 10am on the last Sunday of every 

month. Newcomers to the church sometimes find 

themselves joining the procession across St Kilda Rd to get 

the first coffees, teas, breakfast or brunch. Extra tables are 

added on if needed so that there always seems room for 

more people. Come and join this friendly group. So far, 

bookings are not needed. Just follow the group!  

Mary Greene 

 

ST  JOSEPH’S DAY SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

Having celebrated our parish feast of St Joseph at 

Mass on  Sunday 19th March, it was great fun to walk 

out and find the sausage sizzle right at the church 

steps waiting for us! Most of the 10.30 mass goers and 

a group of Irish visitors stayed and enjoyed a snag or 

two and a good chat together. 

Our thanks to the organisers, Mary Greene, assisted 

by Deandra Gomez, Amy Lau, Gillian Turner, Chris 

Marsh, Aparna Nirmal, Ellen Allery and Kate Chard for 

their splendid organisation. We must do this again! 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 

We continue our stories of the huge range of parishioners 
who have come to our parish from all around the world. 
 

SONIA GUZMAN                                         
 
As in many parts of Australia, the 
population of South Yarra grew 
rapidly in the post-war years with the 
huge influx of migrants from Italy, 
Greece, and many parts of Europe. A 
little later came the influx from South 
American countries as various nations 
were torn apart by coups and 
insurrections.   
 
One such couple were Sonia and Gaston Guzman who had 
lived in Santiago, Chile. Having endured the horrors of the 
Pinochet military coup in the early 1970’s and the 
imprisonment of Gaston in a concentration camp for nine 
months, they were able to escape to Australia with their 
four children in May 1976. Very soon the Guzman family 
moved to the Bendigo St flats in South Yarra, where they 
raised their family, found work, and where Sonia still lives 
today. The Guzman children settled very quickly in 
Australia and are very happy that they chose to come here. 
Sonia recalls how tough it was at first to settle in a totally 
foreign country, but they rejoiced in the sense of freedom 
they found here. There was a very large community of 
Spanish-speaking South Americans who supported each 
other and set up various programs to help them settle 
here.   
 
South Yarra parish was hugely supportive of the people 
from Chile and from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and El 
Salvador. Fr Paul Dempsey OSA, parish priest at the time, 
used to celebrate one Mass in Spanish each weekend for 
many years. One of the school classrooms was used on 
weekends to teach English to the newcomers. They 
gathered weekly in the parish hall for Spanish folkloric 
dancing which was such fun! Sonia also remembers very 
fondly Fr Peter Rohan who was very caring of the various 
migrant families and who was a great support to her and 
the children when Gaston, aged 48, died from a heart 
attack and her son, Ivan, was killed in an accident.    
                                                         
Sonia has been a very active member of the parish for over 

forty six years and she is very much loved by many people. 

She is a woman of deep faith, which is very important to 

her. “Faith helps you to keep living in hard times because 

you keep loving your loved ones and you know you will see 

them again. My faith in God keeps  me going.”    

Thank you, Sonia. You are an inspiration to us. 

Di Brebner 

LAWRENCE  ATLEY OAM 
 

18 Dec1938 – 25 Sep 2022 
 When Lawrence and Margaret Atley 
moved into the Parish of South Yarra in 
2000, they brought with them a 
generous array of talents which they 
were keen to use here, and a great deal 
of professional skill and insight which 
would soon be put to great service in the parish, significantly 
in the renovation of the church and school buildings at St 
Joseph’s after the closure of St Joseph’s School in 2002. 
 

Fr John Barry OSA, then Parish Priest, invited Lawrence, a most 
skilled and highly esteemed Melbourne architect, to redesign 
and refurbish the former school building into a parish centre 
with offices, meeting rooms, a parish library, a revamped and 
multi-purpose hall, three kitchen areas and a separately 
accessible Food Store to serve the people of the area, 
continuing and expanding the services originally offered from 
the small portable room that had been located outside the hall 
each weekend. 
 

Lawrence, a proud Footscray boy, had a long-established 
architectural  practice in Footscray and was also a member of 
the Footscray Chapter of Rotary for many years, eventually 
being appointed as District Governor. Having worked on 
several other churches in Melbourne, he accepted the South 
Yarra commission with great relish. With the assistance of his 
friend and fellow-parishioner, civil engineer Tony Dawson, 
Lawrence designed and oversaw the very successful 
refurbishing of the site.  
 

One feature involved the moving of the main entrance to the 
church to its present location, creating a much larger entry  
space with new vestibule, sacristy and Reconciliation room 
and creating the water feature  flowing under the entry 
bridge, symbolic of the living waters of Baptism through which 
we enter the church. The addition of the covered walkway 
from church to hall has provided a practical and safe shelter 
for us in sun and rain while the garden between the two 
buildings is a favourite place to sit in quiet reflection or 
enjoying others’ company, especially for Parish Barbeque 
celebrations.  
 

The revamped Parish Hall, the Coffee Room and the upstairs 
board and meeting rooms have been gathering places for 
countless parish meetings and celebrations over the past 
twenty years, serving the parish community wonderfully. As 
well, the buildings have been rented by many local families, 
social groups, community organisations, schools , and even a 
French kindergarten. What a legacy! 
 

Lawrence and Margaret lived in the parish for ten years before 
retiring to the Mornington Peninsula. While they had mostly 
attended Mass at St Thomas Aquinas’ Church during their 
years here, it was Lawrence’s great wish to be buried from St 
Joseph’s Church, to which he and Margaret had such close 
attachment. His funeral, celebrated at St Joseph’s on October 
2, 2022, was attended by a very large number of family, 
friends and former colleagues. It was a fitting tribute to a man 
who had loved and served his family, the community and the 
Church with a generous heart. 
 

Rest in peace, Lawrence.  Your legacy of good works surrounds 
all who come to St Joseph’s. 


