
SERMON 195 ON CHRISTMAS DAY  

Date: after 412 

 His begetting who shall tell the tale of?  

1. The Son of God, who is also the Son of man our Lord Jesus Christ, born of the Father without 

mother, created every single day; born of his mother without father, he consecrated this 

particular day; invisible in his divine birth, visible in his human one, in each of them wonderful. 

Thus it's difficult to judge about which of the two the prophet is more likely to have prophesied, 

His begetting who shall tell the tale of? (Is 53: 8); whether of that one in which, never not born, 

he has the Father coeternal with himself; or of this one in which, born at a particular time, he 

had already made the mother of whom he would be made; whether of that one where he was 

always born, since he always was. Who, after all, will tell the tale of how light was born from 

light, and they were both one light; how God was born from God, and the number of gods didn't 

grow; how it can be said that he was born, as of something that has been accomplished, though 

in that birth time hadn't passed to put it in the past, nor gone before, to put it in the future, nor 

just been present, as though it were still happening and wasn't yet finished?  

Also, who will tell the tale of this begetting from the virgin, where his conception in the flesh was 

achieved without the flesh, where his birth from the flesh filled the breasts of the one who 

would suckle him, but did not cancel the virginal integrity of the one who bore him? Either of 

them, then, or each begetting, who shall tell the tale of?  

The Son of holy Mary  

2. This is the Lord our God, this is the mediator between God and men, the man our Savior, who, 

born of the Father, also created his mother; created of his mother also glorified the Father; the 

only son of his Father without female parturition; the only son of his mother without male 

embrace. This is the one, fairest in form above the sons of men, the son of holy Mary, the 

bridegroom of holy Church, which he has restored to be like his mother; because he has both 

made her a mother for us, and kept her a virgin for himself. It is to her, of course, that the 

apostle says, I have matched you to one man, to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ (2 Cor 1 

1 :2). Again he says of her that she, our mother, is not the slave woman but the free woman, and 

that the children of the abandoned wife are more than those of the one who has a husband. So 

the Church too, like Mary, enjoys perpetual virginity and uncorrupted fecundity. What Mary, you 

see, was found worthy to possess in the flesh, the Church has preserved in the mind. Except that 

the former gave birth to one, the latter gives birth to many, who are, however, to be gathered 

together into one through that one. 

Christ came in the flesh  

3. So this is the day on which the one who made the world came into the world; on which the 

one who is never absent in his power became present in the flesh; because he was in this world, 

and he came to his own. He was in the world, but he escaped the world's notice; because the 

light was shining in the darkness, and the darkness could not comprehend it. So he came in the 

flesh, with the intention of cleansing the defects of the flesh. He came in medicinal earth, with 

which he would cure our inner eyes, which our outer earth had blinded; so that once they were 

healed we, who were once darkness, might become light in the Lord (Eph 5:8); and thus the light 

would no longer be shining as present to darkness that was absent, but would appear plainly to 

people who could distinguish it.  



It was for this that the bridegroom came forth from his chamber, and exulted as a giant to run 

the course (Ps 19:5). Comely as the bridegroom, strong as the giant, lovable and terrible, severe 

and serene, beautiful to the good, harsh to the bad, abiding in the bosom of the Father (Jn 1:18), 

he filled the womb of his mother. In that chamber, that is in the virgin's womb, the divine nature 

coupled the human to itself; there the Word became flesh for us, so that coming forth from his 

mother he might dwell among us (Jn 1 : 14); and that going ahead to the Father, he might 

prepare a place for us to dwell in.9 So let us celebrate this day as a high and happy holiday; and 

faithfully long for the eternal day through him, who being eternal was born for us in time. 

 

  



SERMON 196 ON CHRISTMAS DAY  

Date: after 420 

 Two births of our Lord Jesus Christ  

1 . This day has dawned upon us, the birthday feast of our Lord Jesus Christ. The birthday, on 

which the Day was born; and today, for the good reason that from today the day starts growing. 

There are two births of our Lord Jesus Christ, the one divine, the other human; both marvellous; 

the first without a woman as mother, the second without a man as father. What Saint Isaiah the 

prophet says, His begetting who shall tell the tale of? (Is 53:8), can be applied to both of them. 

Who could worthily tell the tale of God begetting? Who could worthily tell the tale of the virgin 

giving birth? The first apart from any day, the second on a particular day; each of them beyond 

the limits of human imagination, and calling for unstinted admiration. 

Consider that first begetting: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God (Jn 1 : 1 ). Whose Word? The Father's own. Which Word? The Son himself. 

The Father has never been without the Son; and yet the one who has never been without the 

Son begot the Son. He both begot, and yet did not begin to do so. There is no beginning for one 

begotten without beginning. And yet he's the Son, and yet he's begotten. Mere man is going to 

say, "How begotten, and he doesn't have a beginning? If he doesn't have a beginning, how was 

he begotten?" How, I don't know. Are you asking a mere man how God was begotten? I'm 

overwhelmed by your questioning; but I appeal to the prophet: His begetting who can tell the 

tale of?  

Come with me to this other human begetting; come with me to this one in which he emptied 

himself, taking the form of a servant (Phil 2:7), to see if perhaps we can grasp this one, if perhaps 

we are capable of saying something at least about this one. I mean to say, who could ever grasp, 

Who, while he was in the form of God, did not think it robbery to be equal to God (Phil 2:6)? 

Who could ever grasp that, who could ever think worthy thoughts about it? Whose mind would 

dare to scrutinize it, whose tongue dare to pronounce upon it? Whose thought would be 

capable of grasping it? Let's leave that for the moment; it's too much for us. But so that it 

shouldn't be too much for us, he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in 

the likeness of men (Phil 2:7). Where? In the virgin Mary. So let us say something about that, as 

far as we can. The angel makes the announcement, the virgin hears, believes, and conceives; 

faith in the mind, Christ in the womb. The virgin conceived; you're astonished; the virgin gave 

birth; you're more astonished still; after giving birth she remained a virgin. So this begetting too 

who will tell the tale of? 

Three kinds of life in the Church  

2. Let me tell you something to delight you, dearest friends. There are three kinds of life in the 

Church of the members of Christ: the married, the widowed, the virginal. Because these kinds of 

life, these forms of chastity were going to be found among the holy members of Christ, all three 

of them bore witness to Christ. First, the married life: when Mary the virgin conceived, Elizabeth 

the wife of Zachary had also conceived; she was carrying in her womb the herald of this Judge. 

Holy Mary came to her to see how she was and greet her. The infant leapt in Elizabeth's womb. 

He leapt, she prophesied. There you have the testimony of married chastity.  

Where is the widowed sort? In Anna. You heard just now when the gospel was read that she was 

a holy prophetess, a widow for eighty-four years, who had lived seven years with her husband, 



and how she used to frequent the temple of the Lord, serving with prayers night and day. And 

this widow recognized Christ. She saw him so small, she recognized his greatness. She too gave 

her testimony. You have in her the widowed form of life, in Mary the virginal.  

Let each of you choose from these three kinds of life whichever you wish. Anybody who chooses 

a life outside the scope of these three is not disposed to be among the members of Christ. 

Married women mustn't say, "We don't belong to Christ"; there have been holy women who had 

husbands. Virgins mustn't give themselves airs; however great they may be, they should humble 

themselves on all occasions, among all sorts of people. All the models of salvation have been set 

before our eyes; let nobody deviate out of orbit. No one besides your wife; better without a 

wife. If you are looking for an example of married chastity, you have Susanna; if of widowed, you 

have Anna; if of virginal, you have Mary. 

We have Christ as an infant; let us grow up with him  

3. The Lord Jesus wished to be a man for our sakes. Don't hold this kindness cheap; Wisdom is 

lying there on the earth. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God (Jn 1: 1). O food and bread of the angels! The angels take their fill of you, they are 

contented with you, and they don't grow tired of you; they derive their life from you, their wise 

judgment from you, their bliss from you. And where are you for my sake? In a cramped and 

crowded hostelry, in rags, in a manger. 

For whose sake? The one who regulates the stars is sucking his mother's breasts; he fills the 

angels, speaks in the Father's bosom, is silent in his mother's. But he is going to speak when he 

reaches the right age, and to fill up the gospel for us." Going to suffer for our sakes, going to die 

for our sakes, going to rise again as the model for our reward, going to ascend into heaven 

before the eyes of the disciples, going to come from heaven in judgment. There you have the 

one who was lying in a manger; he made himself small, but didn't lose himself; he took on what 

he was not, but remained what he was. There you are, we have Christ as an infant; let us grow 

up with him. 

 New Year's Day 

4. Let that be enough for your graces. Because I can see that there are many people here for 

the feast, I really must speak. The first of January is coming soon. You are all Christians; by God's 

grace, the city is Christian; there are just two sorts of people here, Christians and Jews. Don't let 

the sort of thing occur that God hates; wicked games, offensive jokes. People shouldn't make 

judges for themselves, or they may fall into the hands of the real Judge. Listen, you're Christians, 

you're members of Christ. Think about what you are, think about how much you have been 

bought for. Finally, if you want to know what you're doing—I'm talking to those who in fact do 

these things; those of you who don't like them mustn't take what I say as wronging you; I'm 

talking to those who do do them and those who approve of them. So do you want to know what 

you're doing, and what sort of grief you cause me? Do the Jews take part in all this? Let that at 

least shame you into stopping it happening. 

On the birthday of John the Baptist, six months ago that is (that, you see, is how many months 

there are between the herald and the Judge), Christians took part in a superstitious pagan 

festival by going to the sea and baptizing each other. I was away; but, as I learned, the 

presbyters, being zealous for the discipline of Christians, imposed a fitting ecclesiastical penance 

on some per sons. People grumbled about it, and some said, "Was it so much trouble to warn 

us? If we were forewarned in good time, we wouldn't do it. Had the presbyters themselves 



forewarned us, we wouldn't have done it." Well, here's the bishop forewarning you; I'm warning 

you, I'm telling you beforehand, I'm formally commanding you. Let the bishop's orders be 

listened to, the bishop's warning be listened to, the bishop's entreaty be listened to, the bishop's 

adjuration be listened to. I adjure you by the very one who was born today, I am putting you 

under a strict obligation; you must none of you do these things. I absolve myself from blame; it's 

better that you should heed my warning, than that you should experience my sorrow and 

indignation. 

 

  



SERMON 199 ON THE LORDS EPIPHANY  

Date: uncertain  

Christ the cornerstone 

1. Recently we celebrated the day on which the Lord was born of the Jews; today we are 

celebrating the one on which he was worshiped by the Gentiles; because salvation is from 

the Jews (Jn 4:22); but this salvation reaches to the ends of the earth (Is 49:6). On that day 

the shepherds worshiped him, on this one the Magi. To those the message was brought by 

angels, to these by a star. Both learned about him from heaven, when they saw the king of 

heaven on earth, so that there might be glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

people of good will (Lk 2:14).  

 

For he is our peace, who made both into one (Eph 2:14). Already from this moment, by the 

way he was born and proclaimed, the infant is shown to be that cornerstone; already from 

the first moments of his birth he appeared as such. He began at once to tie together in 

himself two walls coming from different directions, bringing the shepherds from Judea, the 

Magi from the East; so that he might establish the two in himself as one new man, making 

peace; peace for those who were far off, and peace for those who were near (Eph 2: 15. 17). 

Thus it is that those hurrying up from nearby on the very day, and these arriving today from 

far away, marked two days to be celebrated by posterity, and yet both saw the one light of 

the world. 

 

The Jews did not understand the time of Christ's coming  

2. But today we must speak about these ones who were led to Christ by faith from far distant 

lands. They came, you see, and they asked for him, saying, Where is the one who has been 

born as king of the Jews? For we saw his star in the East, and we have come to worship him 

(Mt 2:2). They make an announcement and ask a question, they believe and they seek; 

representing, as it were, those who walk by faith and long for sight. Hadn't other kings of the 

Jews already been born so many times in Judea? How is it that this one is recognized by 

foreigners in the sky, sought by them on the earth; shines out on high, lies new-born king. 

Who is this king, so small, so great; not yet talking on earth, already promulgating edicts in 

the heavens?  

 

He had given the Magi such a brilliant sign in the sky, and revealed to their minds that he 

was born in Judea; and yet for our sakes, because he wanted to become known to us from 

his holy scriptures, he wished them too to believe his prophets about him. In their search, 

you see, for the city in which the one had been born whom they longed to see and worship, 

they were under the necessity of interrogating the leading Jews; so that these would have to 

answer them from holy scripture, which they had at their fingertips but not in their hearts; 

unbelievers answering believers about the grace of faith, liars in themselves, truthful against 

themselves. What, after all, would it have cost them to become their companions in their 

quest for the Christ, when they heard from them that they had seen his star and had come 

eagerly to do him homage; to guide them to Bethlehem of Judah, which they had pointed 

out from the divine books, together with them to see, together to understand, together to 

do homage?  

Now, however, having pointed out to others the fountain of life, they themselves died of 

thirst. They became for the Magi just so many milestones; they pointed the way to travellers 



walking along the road, but themselves remained inert and unmoving. The Magi were 

seeking in order to find; Herod was seeking in order to destroy; the Jews read about the city 

of his birth, but did not understand the time of his coming. Between the loyal love of the 

Magi and the cruel fear of Herod, they just faded away. They pointed to Bethlehem, but did 

not then seek Christ who was born there. When they did see him later, they would deny 

him; not then when he was a speechless infant, but later when he spoke to them, they 

would slay him. Blessed rather was the ignorance of the infants whom Herod persecuted in 

his panic, than the learning of these men whom he consulted in his anxiety. They were able 

to suffer for Christ, though not yet able to confess him; these others failed to follow the 

truth of his teaching, though they were able to know the city of his birth. 

 

The Magi  from among the Gentiles, the shepherds from among the Jews  

3. That star, certainly, led the Magi to the very place where God the Word was to be found as 

an infant. Here now the sacrilegious nonsense and a kind of unlearned learning, if I may so 

put it, should blush for shame, which assumes that Christ was born under the control of the 

stars, just because it's written in the gospel that when he was born, the Magi saw his star in 

the East. This wouldn't be true, even if people were generally born under that sort of 

control; because they are not born, like the Son of God, according to their own will, but 

according to the condition of their mortal nature. But now, in fact, so abhorrent to the truth 

is the idea of Christ having been born under a star-governed fate, that nobody who has the 

right faith in Christ will believe that any human being is so born. 

 

But fine; let empty-headed men speak their foolish opinions about the begettings of human 

beings, let them deny the free will by which they sin, let them fabricate the necessity by 

which they come to the defense of sins; let them strive to fix on the sky the blame for the 

abandoned morals they are detested for by people on earth, and stick to their lie that their 

depravity drips from the stars; then, however, let each one of them consider how he thinks, 

not his life but his household should be governed by any sort of authority. Because if he 

really has such ideas, he cannot allow himself to beat his slaves misbehaving in his house, 

without first blaspheming his gods shining so brightly in the sky.  

 

Even so, they cannot suppose that Christ was born under the control of the stars, just 

because the Magi saw a star in the East when he was born, not even according to their own 

utterly groundless calculations and their books that certainly tell no fortunes but plainly tell 

falsehoods. What shows, you see, that Christ was not born under its control, but rather 

appeared as its controller, is the fact that it did not keep to the starry tracks in the heavens, 

but pointed out to the men who were looking for Christ the track to the very place where he 

had been born. So it wasn't the star that caused Christ wonderfully to live, but Christ that 

caused the star wonderfully to appear; nor was it the star that controlled Christ's miracles, 

but Christ that revealed the star as one of his miracles. He, you see, when born of his 

mother, presented the earth with a new star from the sky, just as when born of the Father 

he fashioned the earth and the sky. 

 

When he was born a new light was revealed in the star, just as when he died the old light 

was veiled in the sun. When he was born the upper worlds were honoured with a new 

brilliance, just as when he died the nether worlds trembled with a new fear, when he rose 

again the disciples were on fire with a new love, when he ascended the heavens were 

opened to a new form of homage. So let us celebrate as devoutly and solemnly as we can 



this day too, on which the Magi from among the Gentiles recognized and worshiped the 

Christ, just as we celebrated that other day on which the shepherds from among the Jews 

saw the Christ when he was born. The Lord our God himself, after all, chose the apostles 

from Jewry as the shepherds, by whose efforts he would gather together to be saved even 

the sinful sheep from among the Gentiles. 

 

 


