
SERMON 184 ON CHRISTMAS DAY  

Date: before 396 

Let the humble holdfast to the humility of God  

1. The birthday of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the day on which Truth sprang from the 

earth (Ps 85: 1 1) and Day from Day was born into our day, has dawned once more, brought 

round again by the cycle of the year to be celebrated by us; Let us rejoice and make merry 

on it (Ps 1 18:24). For what the humility of such sublime greatness has bestowed upon us is 

grasped by the faith of Christians, while far from the comprehension of the godless; since 

God has hidden these things from the wise and the prudent, and revealed them to the little 

ones (Lk 10:21). So let the humble hold fast to the humility of God, in order that, helped by 

this wonderful conveyance as by a kind of vehicle for their weakness, they may arrive at the 

heights of God. As for the wise and the prudent there, they aim at the loftiness of God 

without believing in his humble lowliness; and so, by overstepping this and not reaching 

that, they have remained, empty and weightless, inflated and elated, at a windy middle 

level, suspended between heaven and earth.  

 

They are indeed wise and prudent, but in the affairs of this world, not of the one by whom 

the world was made. Because if they were possessed of the true wisdom, which is from God 

and is God, they would understand that it was possible for flesh to be taken on by God 

without his being changed into flesh; they would understand that he took to himself what he 

was not, while remaining what he was; and that he came to us in a man without ever 

departing from the Father; and that he continued to be what he is, while appearing to us as 

what we are; and that his divine power was confined in the body of an infant without being 

withdrawn from the whole mass of the universe.  

 

The whole universe is his work as he remains with the Father; his work as he comes to us is 

the virgin's child-bearing. The virgin mother indeed provided a demonstration of his 

greatness, being found a virgin after giving birth just as she was a virgin before conceiving, 

being found, not put, with child by her husband; without male intervention carrying a male 

in her womb; all the more blessed and admirable for receiving the gift of fertility without 

losing that of integrity. They prefer to regard this stupendous miracle as fiction rather than 

fact. Thus in Christ, true God and true man, they despise the human because they cannot 

believe it; they do not believe the divine because they cannot despise it. We, however, find 

the body of man in the humility of God all the more welcome, the more contemptible it 

seems to them; and the more they think it is impossible, the more divine it seems to us that 

a man was born by a virgin bringing forth.  

 

Rejoice, all Christians; it is the birthday of Christ  

 

2. So then, let us celebrate the birthday of the Lord with all due festive gatherings.  

 

Let men rejoice, let women rejoice. Christ has been born, a man; he has been born of a 

woman; and each sex has been honoured. Now therefore, let everyone, having been 

condemned in the first man, pass over to the second. It was a woman who sold us death; a 

woman who bore us life. The likeness of the flesh of sin (Rom 8:3) has been born, so that the 

flesh of sin might be cleansed and purified. And thus it is not the flesh that is to be faulted, 



but the fault that must die in order that the nature may live; because one has been born 

without fault, in whom the other who was at fault may be reborn.  

 

Rejoice, holy brothers, who, choosing above all to follow Christ, have not sought to get 

married. The one you have found to be so worth following did not come to you by way of 

marriage, in order to enable you to set aside that by which you came into the world. For you 

came by way of carnal marriage, without which he came to his spiritual marriage; and he has 

given you the grace to turn your backs on any thought of weddings, because it is you above 

all whom he has invited to the wedding. The reason you have not sought the state from 

which you were born, is that you have loved more than others the one who was not so born.  

 

Rejoice, holy sisters, virgins; for you a virgin gave birth to the one whom you may marry 

without loss of virginity; neither by conceiving nor by giving birth can you lose what you 

love. Rejoice, you just (Ps 33: 1); it is the birthday of the Justifier.  

 

Rejoice, you who are weak and sick; it is the birthday of the Saviour, the Healer. Rejoice, 

captives; it is the birthday of the Redeemer. Rejoice, slaves; it is the birthday of the one who 

makes you lords." Rejoice, free people; it is the birthday of the one who makes you free. 

Rejoice, all Christians; it is the birthday of Christ.  

 

The two births of Christ  

 

3. Born of his mother, he commended this day to the ages, while born of his Father he created 

all ages. That birth could have no mother, while this one required no man as father. To sum 

up, Christ was born both of a Father and of a mother; both without a father and without a 

mother; of a Father as God, of a mother as man; without a mother as God, without a father 

as man. Therefore, who will recount his begetting (Is 53:8), whether that one without time 

or this one without seed; that one without beginning or this one without precedent; that 

one which never was not, or this one which never was before or after; that one which has no 

end, or this one which has its beginning in its end?  

 

Rightly therefore did the prophets foretell that he would be born, while the heavens and the 

angels announced that he had been. The one who holds the world in being was lying in a 

manger; he was simultaneously speechless infant and Word. The heavens cannot contain 

him, a woman carried him in her bosom. She was ruling our ruler, carrying the one in whom 

we are, suckling our bread. O manifest infirmity and wondrous humility in which was thus 

concealed total divinity! Omnipotence was ruling the mother on whom infancy was 

depending; was nourishing on truth the mother whose breasts it was sucking. May he bring 

his gifts to perfection in us, since he did not shrink from making his own our tiny beginnings; 

and may he make us into children of God, since for our sake he was willing to be made a 

child of man. 

 

  



SERMON 185 ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

Date: about 414 

 

Truth has sprung from the earth 

1. It is called the Lord's birthday when the Wisdom of God presented itself 

to us as an infant, and the Word of God without words uttered the flesh as its 

voice. And yet that hidden divinity was signified to the wise men by the 

evidence of the heavens, and announced to the shepherds by the voice of an 

angel. And so we celebrate this day every year with great solemnity, because 

on it was fulfilled the prophecy which said, Truth has sprung from the earth, 

and Justice has looked forth from heaven (Ps 85:11). Truth, which is in the 

bosom of the Father (Jn 1:18), has sprung from the earth, in order also to be in 

the bosom of his mother. Truth, by which the world is held together, has sprung 

from the earth, in order to be carried in a woman's arms. Truth, on which the 

bliss of the angels is incorruptibly nourished, has sprung from the earth, in order 

to be suckled at breasts of flesh. Truth, which heaven is not big enough to hold, 

has sprung from the earth, in order to be placed in a manger. 

 

For whose benefit did such sublimity come in such humility? Certainly for 

none of his own; but, if we are believers, totally for ours. Wake up, all people; 

for you God became one like us. Rise, you that sleep, and arise from the dead, and 

Christ will enlighten you (Eph 5: 14). For you, I repeat, God became man. You 

would have died for eternity, unless he had been born in time. You would never 

be set free from the flesh of sin, unless he had taken to himself the likeness of 

the flesh of sin (Rom 8:3). You would have been in the grip of everlasting misery, 

had it not been for the occurrence of this great mercy. You would not have come 

back to life, unless he had adjusted himself to your death. You would have faded 

away, if he had not come to the rescue. You would have perished, if he had not 

come. 

 

Justice has looked forth from heaven 

2. Let us celebrate joyfully the coming of our salvation and redemption. Let 

us celebrate the feast day, on which the great and eternal Day came from the great and 

eternal Day into this so brief and temporal day of ours. He it is who 

was made for us justice and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is 

written: Whoever boasts should boast in the Lord (1 Cor 1:31; Jer 9:24). 

Now we must not be like the pride of the Jews, who being ignorant of God 's 

justice, and wishing to establish their own, did not submit to the justice of God 

(Rom 10:3); for that reason, after saying, Truth has sprung from the earth, it at 

once added, and Justice has looked forth from heaven (Ps 85:11), in case the 

weakness of mortals should claim this justice for itself, and call these things its 

own, and mankind, through believing that it was justified by itself, that is that 

it became just on its own, should refuse God's justice. 

 

So Truth has sprung from the earth; Christ, who said l am the truth (Jn 1 4:6), 

has been born of the virgin. And Justice has looked forth from heaven; since by 

believing in the one who was so born, mankind has been justified not by itself 



but by God. Truth has sprung from the earth, because the Word became flesh 

(Jn 1 : 14); and Justice has looked forth from heaven, because every best endow- 

ment and every perfect gift is from above (Jas 1:17). Truth has sprung from the 

earth, flesh from Mary; and Justice has looked forth from heaven, because man 

cannot receive anything unless it has been given him from heaven (Jn 3:27). 

 

See whether you can find anything but grace 

 

3. Justified therefore by faith, let us have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we also have access to this grace in which we stand 

and boast in the hope of the glory of God (Rom 5:1-2). With these few words 

of the apostle, brothers and sisters, which you recognize with me, it is a pleasure 

to mix a few words of this psalm, and to discover the way they fit each other. 

Justified by faith, let us have peace with God, because justice and peace have 

kissed each other (Ps 85: 10). Through our Lord Jesus Christ, because Truth has 

sprung from the earth (Ps 85:1 1). Through whom we also have access to this 

grace in which we stand and boast in the hope of the glory of God. He didn't 

say "our glory," but the glory of God, because justice has not proceeded from 

us, but has looked forth from heaven (Ps 85:1 1). Therefore, whoever boasts 

should boast, not in himself, but in the Lord (1 Cor 1:31). 

 

Thus it was, you see, that the voices of the angelic choir sang the praises of 

the Lord born of the virgin, whose birthday we are celebrating today: Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will (Lk 2:14). Why 

peace on earth, I mean, unless because Truth has sprung from the earth, that is, 

Christ has been born of flesh? And he is our peace, who has made both into one 

(Eph 2:14), that we might be people of good will, agreeably linked together by 

the bonds of unity. In this grace, therefore, let us rejoice, that our boast may be 

the testimony of our conscience, where we should be boasting not in ourselves 

but in the Lord. That, you see, is why it says, My glory and the one who lifts up 

my head (Ps 3:4). I mean, what greater grace could have shone upon us from 

God, than that having his only-begotten Son he should make him a Son of man, 

and thus in exchange make the Son of man into the Son of God? Look for merit 

here, look for a cause, look for justice; and see whether you can find anything 

but grace. 

 

 

 


