
ADVENT REFLECTIONS IV
(Northern Winter Solstice Dec 22 2022)

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHRISTMAS SERMONS



PHILIPPIANS 2

• “Have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!”



AUGUSTINE AND THE BIBLE
• Augustine’s Bible 

• Quotations from Scriptures and “cross-references”

• Allegorical interpretation (literal and spiritual meanings)

• Old Testament: Prophesy of Christ and the Church

• Symbolism in numbers and names

• Criterion for interpretaion: Consistency with the mind of 
the faithful “secundum fidem” Catholic Truth



SERMON 195 –

• So this is the day on which the one who made the world came into 
the world; because he was in this world, and he came to his own. He 
was in the world, but he escaped the world's notice; because the light 
was shining in the darkness, and the darkness could not comprehend 
it. So he came in the flesh, with the intention of cleansing the defects 
of the flesh. He came in medicinal earth, with which he would cure 
our inner eyes, which our outer earth had blinded.

• the Word became flesh for us, so that coming forth from his mother 
he might dwell among us and that going ahead to the Father, he 
might prepare a place for us to dwell in. So let us celebrate this day as 
a high and happy holiday; and faithfully long for the eternal day 
through him, who being eternal was born for us in time.



Man Born Blind (John 9)
• As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.

• Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.”

• After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with 
the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told 
him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam”. So the man went and washed, 
and came home seeing.

• What have I said of the spittle and the clay? That 
the Word was made flesh. This even catechumens hear; but that 
to which they have been anointed is not all they need; let them 
hasten to the font if they are in search of enlightenment.                   
(Tractates on Gospel of  John 44)

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09328a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07706b.htm


• Come with me to this other human begetting; come with me to this 
one in which he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant (Phil 
2:7) Where? In the virgin Mary. So let us say something about that, as 
far as we can. The angel makes the announcement, the virgin hears, 
believes, and conceives; faith in the mind, Christ in the womb. 

• There are three kinds of life in the Church of the members of Christ: 
the married, the widowed, the virginal. Because these kinds of life, 
these forms of chastity were going to be found among the holy 
members of Christ, all three of them bore witness to Christ.

SERMON 196 – CHRISTMAS
“Elizabeth, Anna, Mary”



Vatican II: The Universal Call to Holiness

• It is therefore quite clear that all Christians in any state or 
walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to 
the perfection of love. In order to reach this perfection the 
faithful should use the strength dealt out to them by 
Christ's gift, so that, following in his footsteps and 
conformed to his image, doing the will of God in 
everything, they may wholeheartedly devote themselves to 
the glory of God and to the service of their neighbour. 

• (LG #39)



SERMON 196 – CHRISTMAS
• He is going to speak when he reaches the right age, and to fill up the 

gospel for us." Going to suffer for our sakes, going to die for our sakes, 
going to rise again as the model for our reward, going to ascend into 
heaven before the eyes of the disciples, going to come from heaven in 
judgment. 

• There you have the one who was lying in a manger; he made himself 
small, but didn't lose himself; he took on what he was not, but remained 
what he was. There you are, we have Christ as an infant; let us grow up 
with him.

• Because I can see that there are many people here for the feast, I really 
must speak. The first of January is coming soon. You are all Christians; by 
God's grace, the city is Christian; there are just two sorts of people here, 
Christians and Jews.

• Listen, you're Christians, you're members of Christ. Think about what 
you are, think about how much you have been bought for.



SERMON 199 on Epiphany 
- Christ the Cornerstone

• We celebrated the day on which the Lord was born of the Jews;  
today we are celebrating the one on which he was worshiped by the 
Gentiles; because salvation is from the Jews (Jn 4:22); but this 
salvation reaches to the ends of the earth (Is 49:6). On that day the 
shepherds worshiped him, on this one the Magi. To those the 
message was brought by angels, to these by a star. 

• For he is our peace, who made both into one. Already from this 
moment, the infant is shown to be that cornerstone; already from the 
first moments of his birth he appeared as such. He began at once to 
tie together in himself two walls coming from different directions, 
bringing the shepherds from Judea, the Magi from the East.



Christ as Keystone & Cornerstone



Ephesians 2 – The Cornerstone

• For Christ himself is our peace, who has made the two 
groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 
of hostility. His purpose was to create in himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one 
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached 
peace to you who were far away and peace to those who 
were near.

• You are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

• In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit.



The “O Antiphons” of Advent
• O Wisdom
• O Adonai
• O Root of Jesse
• O Key of David
• O Dawn of the East
• O King of the Nations
• O Emmanuel

• O King of the nations, and their desire,
the cornerstone making both one:
Come and save the human race,
which you fashioned from clay.



SERMON 199 
The Star of the Magi 

• On that day the shepherds worshiped him, on this one the 
Magi. To those the message was brought by angels, to these 
by a star. Both learned about him from heaven, when they saw 
the king of heaven on earth, so that there might be glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

• So it wasn't the star that caused Christ wonderfully to live, but 
Christ that caused the star wonderfully to appear; nor was it 
the star that controlled Christ's miracles, but Christ that 
revealed the star as one of his miracles.

• The Magi from among the Gentiles recognized and worshiped 
the Christ, the shepherds from among the Jews saw the Christ 
when he was born. The Lord our God himself, after all, chose 
the apostles from the Jews as the shepherds, by whose efforts 
he would gather together to be saved even the sinful sheep 
from among the Gentiles.



SERMON 202 on Epiphany

• He couldn't yet speak with his tongue on earth, so he spoke from 
heaven with a star; He was both shining as Word with the 
unchangeable light of truth on the inhabitants of heaven, and lying in 
a manger because the lodging-house was crowded out. A star was 
pointed out by him in the sky, and in turn pointed him out to be 
worshiped on earth. 

• This infant, speaking to his members not yet by word of mouth but by 
deeds. He was wearing the mortal flesh in which he was representing 
us, in which in due course he was going to die for us. That is why he 
received from those Magi not only gold as a sign of honour, and 
frankincense as a sign of worship, but also myrrh as a sign of his 
future burial.



• Born a King on Bethlehem plain,
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King for ever,
Ceasing never
Over us all to reign.

•
Frankincense to offer have I,
Incense owns a Deity nigh:
Prayer and praising
All men raising,
Worship Him God on High.

•
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;—
Sorrowing, sighing,
Bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

WE THREE KINGS



• And by the light of that same star,
Three Wise Men came from country far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the star whersoever it went:

• 5. Then entered in those Wise Men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there in his presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense

•

THE FIRST NOWELL

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrrh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankincense


• What was distinctive to Augustine’s celebration, and that of              
the celebrations of the Ancient Church in North Africa?

• What might be the legacy of the early celebration of Christmas                    
for our times?

• Are we able to look at the Scriptures in a new way?

• Have we a deeper sense of the centrality of the incarnation?

• What might we sense we have in common with the Christians of old?

IN CONCLUSION




