
ADVENT REFLECTIONS III

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHRISTMAS SERMONS



GLORIA IN EXCELSUS DEO

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
• This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those of good will.’

(Luke Chapter 2)



AUGUSTINE AND THE BIBLE
• Augustine’s Bible (Septuagint Old Testament)

• Quotations from Scriptures and “cross-references”

• Allegorical interpretation (literal and spiritual meanings) 
Saint Ambrose’s influence

• Old Testament: Prophesy of Christ and the Church

• Symbolism in numbers and names

• Saint Ambrose’s influence

• Criterion: Consistency with the mind of the faithful 
“secundum fidem” Catholic Truth (sensus fidelium)



• "The divine readings are all as closely connected among 
themselves as if they formed a single reading, because they all 
proceed from a single mouth. 

• When in our study of scripture we see a meaning that was 
perhaps not in the mind of the author, the meaning we assign 
must in any case not be contrary to the rule of faith, the rule of 
truth, the rule of piety.“

INTERPRETING THE SCRIPTURES



• “If something further is contained in these mysterious treasures 
of the divine mysteries, others more diligent and more worthy 
than I will be able to extract it. I myself have said what I am 
capable of saying with the help the Lord has given me. If some 
among you are capable of receiving more, knock on the door of 
the same God from whom I myself receive what I am able to 
grasp and say. Above all, however, take care not to let yourself be 
tempted if you do not yet understand the sacred scriptures, or to 
grow proud if you do understand them. If there is something you 
do not understand, respectfully set it aside for another occasion, 
and cling with love to what you do understand.”(Sermon 51,35)

INTERPRETING THE SCRIPTURES



INTERPRETING SCRIPTURE

• “When in our study of scripture we see a meaning that was 
perhaps not in the mind of the author, the meaning we 
assign must in any case not be contrary to the rule of faith, 
the rule of truth, the rule of piety." 

• “All things are signs of the future people and mysteries 
referring to our Lord Jesus Christ …. To them [the Hebrews] 
the mysteries were foretold; we see them present in the 
Church."



SERMON 188 – CHRISTMAS
“The Word born in time”

• The only Word of God, that life, that light, is indeed the eternal day; 
while this day, is now today and tomorrow will become yesterday. 
Nevertheless this day brings to our notice the Eternal Day born of the 
virgin.

• What praises, then, should we be singing to God's love, what thanks 
should we be expressing! I mean, he loved us so much that for our 
sake he came to be in time, though all times were made through him.



• Observe what God became for you. You, though you were a creature, 
wished to be God, and so got lost; he, though he was God, wished to 
be one like us, and so find what had been lost. Human pride pressed 
down on you so heavily, that the only thing which could lift you up 
was divine humility.

• And so the virgin holy Church celebrates today the child-bearing of 
the virgin. Hence Christ, intending to establish the Church's virginity in 
the heart, first preserved Mary's in the body.

SERMON 188 – CHRISTMAS
Mary and the Church as Mothers



CHURCH AS MOTHER OF CHRIST
• “As all of you are sisters and brothers of Christ, shall I not dare to 

call you his mother? Much less would I dare to deny his own words. 
Tell me how Mary became the mother of Christ, if it was not by 
giving birth to the members of Christ? 

• You, to whom I am speaking, are the members of Christ. Of whom 
were you born? “Of Mother Church,” I hear the reply of your 
hearts. 

• You became sons of this mother at your baptism, you came to birth 
then as members of Christ. Now you in your turn must draw to the 
font of baptism as many as you possibly can. You became sons 
when you were born there yourselves, and now by bringing others 
to birth in the same way, you have it in your power to become the 
mothers of Christ. (Sermon 72A)



• The Lord Christ is for ever, without beginning with the Father. The 
Word in the beginning, God with God, has a birthday? Yes, he has. 
Unless he had a human birth, we would never attain to the divine 
rebirth; he was born that we might be reborn. 

• And so let his mercy come to be in our hearts. His mother bore him 
in her womb; let us bear him in our hearts. The virgin was big with 
the incarnation of Christ; let our bosoms grow big with the faith of 
Christ. She gave birth to the Saviour; let us give birth to praise. 

• The inn was crowded and cramped, so he was wrapped in rags, laid 
in a manger; you heard it when the gospel was read. Who wouldn't 
be astonished? The one who filled the universe could find no room in 
a lodging-house; laid in a feeding trough, he became our food. 

SERMON 189 - CHRISTMAS



SERMON 193 - GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

• Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good 
will. Let us meditate on it in faith and hope and charity. For in 
accordance with what we believe and hope and desire, we too will be 
glory to God in the highest, when with the spiritual body rising again 
when we meet Christ in the clouds; provided that meanwhile, as long 
as we are on earth, we pursue peace with good will.

• Truth will be at hand to set you free from the body of this death. That, 
for sure, is why Truth, whose birthday we are celebrating, has sprung 
from the earth (Ps 85: 11), in order to be peace on earth to people of 
good will. 



SERMON 194

• They praise him by living with him, we by believing in him; they by 
enjoying, we by seeking him; they by grasping him, we by inquiring; they by 
entering, we by knocking.

• for the time being we walk by faith and are wandering in exile from him, 
while we are hungering and thirsting for justice (Mt 5:6), and longing with 
an ardour beyond words for the beauty of the form of God, let us express 
our allegiance by devoutly and loyally celebrating the birthday of the form 
of a slave. 

• We cannot yet contemplate how he was begotten before the daystar by 
the Father, so let us crowd in to congratulate him on being born of the 
virgin in the middle of the night. We cannot yet gaze upon the Only-
begotten abiding in his Father; let us recall the bridegroom coming forth 
from his chamber (Ps 19:5). We are not yet fit and ready for our Father's 
banquet; let us honour the manger of our Lord Jesus Christ.



SERMON 194 
“Love what you believe, proclaim what you love.”

• John was born at the time of year when the days were beginning to 
diminish, while he himself was born when the days were beginning to 
grow. Human life, you see, has to fade away in itself, gain force in Christ, so 
that those who live might no longer live for themselves, but for the one 
who died for all and rose again He, you see, must grow, while I must 
diminish.

• The angels praise him as God with God, and they give glory in the highest 
to God. We, though, his people and the sheep of his hands try to be 
reconciled by good will and so earn peace. 

• He has loaded their table in heaven, he has filled our manger on earth. He 
is the fare on their table. He is the fodder in our manger, because the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us - In order that man, you see, might eat 
the bread of angels.



St Francis’ first Christmas Crib 1223

• “Coming into this world, the Son of God was laid in the place where 
animals feed. Hay became the first bed of the One who would reveal 
Himself as ‘the bread come down from heaven’.” 

• “When Francis arrived, he found a manger full of hay, an ox and a 
donkey.” A priest celebrated the Eucharist over the manger, “showing 
the bond between the Incarnation of the Son of God and the 
Eucharist.”



• “The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not 
know, my people do not understand” (Isaiah 1:3).

• Pseudo-Matthew, v. 14:

• “On the third day after the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ holy Mary went out from 
the cave, and went into a stable and put her child in a manger, and an ox and ass 
worshipped him. Then was fulfilled that which was said through the prophet 
Isaiah: ‘The ox knows his owner and the ass his master’s crib.’”

• James sets the birth in a cave the couple pass on their way rather than a domestic 
space. Mary says to her betrothed: “Joseph, take me down from the donkey. The 
child inside me is pressing on me to come out” (James 17.3)

• "You are acknowledged in the midst of two living creatures ." (Habakuk 3: 2).

THE OX AND DONKEY



• Shall I play for You? Pa-rum-pa-pum-pum
On my drum
Mary nodded, pa-rum-pa-pum-pum
The ox and lamb(ass) kept time, pa-rum-pa-pum-pum
I played my drum for Him, pa-rum-pa-pum-pum
I played my best for Him, pa-rum-pa-pum-pum
Rum-pa-pum-pum, rum-pa-pum-pum
Then He smiled at me, pa-rum-pa-pum-pum

The Little Drummer Boy


