
ADVENT REFLECTIONS II

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHRISTMAS SERMONS



CHRIST THE WORD OF GOD

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 
him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. (John 1:1-3,9-14)



Christ the Rising Sun

• “The tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

(Luke 1:78-79)



QUICK REVIEW OF LAST WEEK’S SESSION





• The number and occasions of sermons?

• Written or recorded?

• Sermon Themes: Creed, Trinity, Christ, Church, Sacraments

• Christian life – humility, love, prayer

• Listeners? The congregation in Hippo, North Africa.

• The Christian sects of Augustine’s time (Arians, Donatists)

• Improvisation, an ‘interactive process’

AUGUSTINE’S SERMONS



• Earliest celebrations of Christmas – after Constantine (350AD)

• The major feast days, calendar

• Distinguish Christmas and Epiphany

• Heresy and Christian sects 
(Arians and Donatists, pagans)

• Birthdays in ancient times

• The winter solstice

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUSTINE’S TIME



Christmas Sermons
(12 Christmas, 6 for Epiphany, 3 for New Year)

THEMES 
• The humility of God 

• The mystery of the Incarnation 

• The great exchange: Christ shares our humanity, we share divinity

• The two births (eternal and temporal)

• The day of Christ’s birth

• Two mothers – Mary and the Church

• Virginity & motherhood

• Divine grace and mercy



The Winter Solstice – “Sol Invictus”

• 219AD Septimius Severus, Sol Invictus
(Invincible Sun) was introduced to Rome

• Gospels, early Church – no interest in 
birthday of Christ.

• March 25 (Equinox) Day of Creation:

– birth & death of Jesus

• John the Baptist: "He must increase, but I 
must decrease“ (John 3:30)

• 312AD Constantine
– conflation of “Sun” and “Son”



Mary, Mother of God – the Incarnation

• “The Word made flesh 0 Emmanuel

• The God-bearer” – Council of Ephesus 431AD
(Theotokos – Θεοτόκος)

• True divinity and humanity of Jesus

• Universal  Christian call to “bear Christ” 

• Councils of Ephesus (431) and Calcedon (451) 
define Christ as truly God and Man.

•



HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King:        
peace on earth, and mercy mild,       
God and sinners reconciled!“          
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,                  
join the triumph of the skies;         
with th'angelic hosts proclaim,  
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th'incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel. 



HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King.

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth. 

"But unto you that fear my name 

shall the Sun of righteousness 

arise with healing in his wings."

Malachi 4:2



SERMON 186 - CHRISTMAS

• Let us rejoice, brothers and sisters. It is not this visible sun, but its 
invisible creator, who has consecrated this day, when the virgin 
mother gave birth to the one who became visible for us.

• What we have to confess, therefore, is that the one who was the Son 
of God, in order to be born of the virgin Mary, took on the form of a 
servant, and became the son of man, while still remaining what he 
was.

• The same one God who is man, the same one man who is God; not 
by a compounding of nature, but by unity of person. In a word, the 
one who as Son of God is coeternal with the Father, is identical with 
the son of man who began to be at a particular time from the virgin. 



• Born of the Father without any time-measured day, born of his 
mother on this day; this day, I mean, which he created, on which he 
chose to be created, just as he was made of a mother whom he 
made. 

• Because this very day, from which the daytime from now on receives 
an increase of light, represents the work of Christ, by whom our inner 
self is being renewed from day to day (2 Cor 4:16). 

• It was indeed proper for the creator, when created in time, to have 
that day as his birthday which marked creation as bound by time.

SERMON 186 - CHRISTMAS



• the Son of God from the Father without mother, the son of man 
from his mother without father; great as the day of the angels, little 
in the day of men; the Word, God before all times, the Word, flesh 
at the appropriate time; the maker and placer of the sun, made and 
placed under the sun.

• Why should all this surprise us about the Word of God, seeing that 
this sermon I am addressing to you flows so freely into your senses, 
that you hearers both receive it, and don't imprison or corner it? I 
mean, if you didn't receive it, you wouldn't learn anything.

• How much more, then, could the Word of God, through which all 
things were made (Jn 1:3), make a mother's womb fruitful by 
assuming a body, while still not departing from the bosom of the 
Father; come forth from there to be seen by human eyes.

SERMON 187 - CHRISTMAS



• The word which we carry in the mind becomes voice when we utter it 
from the mouth; and yet it isn't changed into this voice, but remains 
whole in itself, thus when word becomes voice, it isn't changed into 
voice, but remaining in the light of the mind.

• And when from the world of time it took flesh, in order to come forth 
into our time-bound life, it did not in the flesh lose eternity, but rather 
on the flesh too bestowed immortality.

• As Gabriel announced it, Emmanuel, He became man, you see, while 
remaining God, in order that the son of man too might rightly be 
called God with us; not one person being God, another being man. 

SERMON 187 - CHRISTMAS


