
ADVENT REFLECTIONS

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHRISTMAS SERMONS



PSALM 85:8-13

I will listen to what God the LORD says;
he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants—
but let them not turn to folly.

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

Love and faithfulness meet together;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.

Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.

The LORD will indeed give what is good,
and our land will yield its harvest.

Righteousness goes before him
and prepares the way for his steps.



CHRISTMAS IN ANCIENT CHRISTIAN TIMES



• Earliest celebrations of Christmas – after Constantine (350AD)

• The major feast days, calendar

• Distinguish Christmas and Epiphany

• Heresy and Christian sects 
(Arians and Donatists, pagans)

• Birthdays in ancient times

• The winter solstice

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUSTINE’S TIME





BASILICA OF PEACE, HIPPO, NORTH AFRICA



• The number and occasions of sermons?

• Written or recorded?

• Augustine’s Bible, the African liturgical year.

• Readings at Catholic worship.

• Sermon Themes: Creed, Trinity, Christ, Church, Sacraments

• Christian life – humility, love, prayer

• Listeners? The congregation in Hippo, North Africa.

• Improvisation, an ‘interactive process’

AUGUSTINE’S SERMONS



• “If the Lord our God deigns to make my efforts effective, I will be able 
to explain what I think, and I will not be left to my own inadequate 
resources nor will you be disappointed in your expectations. 

• But even if I am unable to explain what I think, the Lord your God will 
make up in your hearts for whatever he will perhaps choose to take 
from me because of my weakness. 

• I begin in this way because I know what I would like to say, and you do 
not; and I am well aware of the difficulty of explaining it. I wanted to 
make this point so that while attending to me you might also pray for 
me.”

AUGUSTINE’S ATTITUDE TO PREACHING



• “We the preachers are faced with a mirror in which we behold 
ourselves. That is what I have done. I do what I have heard therein. If I 
keep silent my own soul is in danger, but if I speak out and do as I am 
bid, you ignore me at your own risk. 

• What then do I desire? What do I ask? Why do I speak? Why am I 
here? Why do I live? With no other purpose than that we may live 
together with Christ. This is my desire, my honour, my glory, and my 
rich treasure. But even if you do not heed me, I will not keep silent 
hoping to save my own soul. I do not ask to be saved without you.” 

• (Sermon 17,2)

AUGUSTINE’S ATTITUDE TO PREACHING



Christmas Sermon Themes

• The humility of God 

• The mystery of the Incarnation 

• The two births (eternal and temporal)

• The day of Christ’s birth

• Two mothers – Mary and the Church

• Virginity & motherhood

• Divine grace



SERMON 184 - CHRISTMAS

• The birthday of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the day on which 
Truth sprang from the earth (Ps 85: 1 1) has dawned once more.

• So let the humble hold fast to the humility of God, they may arrive at 
the heights of God. 

• Let men rejoice, let women rejoice. Christ has been born, a man; he 
has been born of a woman; and each sex has been honoured. 

• Rejoice, you who are weak and sick; it is the birthday of the Saviour, 
the Healer. Rejoice, captives; it is the birthday of the Redeemer. 
Rejoice, slaves.



• Christ was born both of a Father and of a mother; both without a 
father and without a mother.

• The one who holds the world in being was lying in a manger; he was 
simultaneously speechless infant and Word

• May he make us into children of God, since for our sake he was willing 
to be made a human child.

SERMON 184 - CHRISTMAS



• The Wisdom of God presented itself to us as an infant, and the Word 
of God without words. That hidden divinity was signified to the wise 
men by the evidence of the heavens, and announced to the 
shepherds by the voice of an angel. 

• Rise, you that sleep, and arise from the dead. Wake up, all people; for 
you God became one like us. Christ will enlighten you.

• Truth has sprung from the earth; Christ, who said l am the truth has 
been born of the virgin.

SERMON 185 - CHRISTMAS



• The voices of the angelic choir sang the praises of the Lord born of 
the virgin, whose birthday we are celebrating today: Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

• What greater grace could have shone upon us from God, than that 
having his only-begotten Son he should make him a human child.

• Look for merit here, look for a cause, look for justice; and see 
whether you can find anything but grace.

SERMON 185 - CHRISTMAS


