
AB’S History Corner 
 
As far as we know, the first fund-raiser for 

the future St Joseph’s church took place in 

May 1871 in the now heritage listed 

building located in 10 Chapel Street, St. 

Kilda.  
 

The Advocate reported on 27 May: 
 

"A ball, under the auspices of the local 
branch of the Irish Australian Catholic Benefit Society, was given in the Orderly Room St. 
Kilda, on Wednesday last, and proved a great success. The splendid hall - one of the finest 

around Melbourne, was suitably decorated with flags, part of it being screened off for a supper 
room. Mr. G. Smart was the master of ceremonies, and his excellent band gave entire satisfaction. 
There was a large attendance, and all present appeared to thoroughly enjoy themselves.  
 

The only drawback to the evening’s amusement was the manner in which the caterer, Mr. R.U. 
Miller supplied the supper and the refreshments, which  was simply execrable and disgraceful. 
Great regret was expressed by the committee on Mr. Miller's negligence.” 
 

 
The evangelist, St Matthew is a patron saint of accountants, 
bookkeepers and bankers. He was a tax collector, martyred in 
Ethopia. He is portrayed in the middle of the St Thomas church 
reredos with angel’s head under his right foot.  

 

St Matthew and other apostles are portrayed in the crowd funded 
series, “The Chosen”, already watched by more than 400 million people. The Chosen is available 
free of charge on apps and YouTube. 
                           Andrew Balcerzak 

 

 
Parish Welcomes, Celebrations and Farewells 
 

This year, through the waters of  Baptism, the 
parish has welcomed Valentina Belle, Lenny 
Vaughan, Blake Hutton, Tate Tran, Lilah Kereopa & 
Elodie Smithson 
 

We rejoice that The Sacrament of Marriage was 
celebrated by Daniel Barrett & Alice Mondon, 
Dominic Gargano & Jessica Mucilli, Frank Maselli & 
Lisa Pignataro, James Grech & Mietta Sanciolo, 
Jonathan Zhou & Luz Figueredo. 
 

We farewelled  Slavica Ivkovic, & Lawrence 
Atley  

 

 

Thanks to this season’s contributors: 
 

Andrew Balcerzak,                     
Fr Brian Buckley OSA             
Joan Donoghue                                     
Mary Greene                                                                                                                  
Patsy O’Rourke                                                                       
      Di Brebner, Editor 
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Mass Times 
Tues-Fri: St Joseph’s 10am; St Thomas Aquinas: 12.45pm 

Sat: St Joseph’s 9am & 6pm 
Sun: St Thomas Aquinas: 9am; St Joseph’s 10.30am 

CHURCH ART OLD AND NEW 
 

Have you noticed the new 
banner adorning the Baptistry 
at St Joseph’s? Do you 
recognize its source?  Take a 
look at the mosaic on the 
sanctuary wall to the right of 
the screen and you will see 
one of the original art works 
of the church. Some very 
skilled modern photography 
has enabled this fine mosaic 
of St John the Baptist to be 
turned into a very fine banner 
which everyone in the church 
can see! 
 

Thanks for organizing this, Fr Brian.  

More on the church Baptistry in future Scribbles….. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PARISH PRIEST 

“Take the Way of the Gospel” (Re-
imagining our Local Church as 
Mission Communities) 
 
In 2021, Archbishop Peter Comensoli 
met with the clergy and lay leaders 
from around the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne to begin discussing what the local Church in 
Melbourne might look like in the future in the light of 
significant, structural, personnel and financial challenges. 
How might our local communities of faith continue to address 
the missionary call of the Gospel into the future? How might 
we invite people into the fullness of the Gospel of life, and do 
so with a sense of vibrancy and vitality? 
 

Our parish took tentative steps along this path by attending 
online presentations during the Covid lockdowns, speaking 
with our neighbouring parishes, appointing Lay Mission Co-
ordinators (Stefphy Coosnapa, from staff, and Tony Grant 
from the Parish Council) and by beginning to explore what a 
shared future might look like for our community. 
 

From time to time at Mass I have spoken about and provided 
updates regarding the Parish Mission Renewal process. We 
were also visited by two Archdiocesan representatives from 
the Evangelisation Office, Lorraine McCarthy and Cath 
Garner. We are now overdue for an opportunity for a forum 
for parishioners to hear more and provide some feedback.   
Among the neighbouring parishes who initially shared our 
discussions, St Mary’s East St Kilda and St Joseph’s 
Malvern, have made decisions to look towards adjacent 
parishes to their south and east respectively. That leaves the 
four remaining parishes, South Yarra, Port Melbourne/Middle 
Park, South Melbourne and Toorak/Armadale to continue the 
discernment as to our middle to longer-term future. 
 

The Archdiocese has made it clear from the beginning that a 
“Mission” may be constituted by either a geographical, 
demographic, or some other ‘ministry focus’ that identifies 
and unites a community. 
 

A concern for me is that a plurality of communities who 
decide to collaborate and work towards a shared future, 
should not, in the process, lose their particular character, 
history, spirit or charism. As some have noted, we should not 
be in the business of creating “Bunnings” style super-
parishes.  

What has become apparent to me is that our “Mission” is tied 

to two principal stakeholders, one internal and one external to 
the parish. We are closely linked to St Joseph’s Outreach 
Services (SJOS) now an incorporated body in their own 
right, who share and utilize our premises, and importantly, the 
Augustinian ministry to the Melbourne Korean Catholic 
Community based at Mount Waverley but soon to expand 
to the western districts of Melbourne. 

On that basis, the Parish Council has considered and 
articulated our present reality in the following terms:  
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Mission Statement 

 
Our community is committed to continue to walk the 
path of missionary discipleship (“The Way of the 
Gospel”) and address the missionary call, inviting all 
to the fullness of the Gospel of life, with a sense of 
vibrancy and vitality, such that: 
 

• The Gospel is at the heart of our life, worship and 
outreach. 
• Our faith communities are arranged in a way to 
flourish 
• And are sustainable—spiritually, pastorally and 
materially. 
 

In the spirit of Mission Renewal 
 

 A Mission Statement has been added to our 
Pastoral Plan  

 We are conscious that our mission is closely 
aligned with the Korean Catholic Community in 
the Archdiocese of Melbourne 

 We continue to engage with our neighbouring 
parishes – Port Melbourne/Middle Park, South 
Melbourne, Toorak/Armadale  

 We affirm the role of our nominated lay Mission 
Coordinators 

 Our pastoral teams involve clerical and lay 
leaders 

 We are alert to the need to communicate with 
our faith communities 

 We liaise with Archdiocesan offices for Mission, 
Properties, Finance 

 We affirm our close ties with our Outreach 
Services (SJOS)  

 We affirm our role assisting with pastoral care 
at the Alfred Hospital and local nursing homes 

 Our ministry is enriched by the tradition of 
Augustinian spirituality  

 
 
                                         Fr Brian Buckley OSA 



CONGRATULATIONS FR PETER JONES OSA 

Peter Jones OSA, Provincial 
of the Augustinians of the 
Province of Australasia was 
elected as the new President 
of Catholic Religious Australia 
(CRA) at the 2022 National 
Assembly, held in Melbourne 
from 29 August to 1 
September, along with a new 
Executive and new Council.  

 

Inspired by the theme of the National Assembly, ‘Daring 
to Lead with Hope and Gratitude – the role of Religious 
Life in the 21st Century,’ the President and Council will 
be focussed on providing leadership support to CRA’s 
150 Religious Institute Members and on encouraging 
the prophetic voice of Religious in the Australian Church 
and across contemporary society. 
 

“I thank my peers for giving me the opportunity to serve 
them and the Church at this time when Pope Francis is 
calling us into a synodal Church,” said Fr Peter.  

Before being Provincial, Peter was responsible for 
various aspects of the Augustinian Formation Program 
and was involved in the establishment of the Asia-
Pacific Augustinian Novitiate in Cebu, Philippines. He 
has been a Council Member since 2019 and has served 
on CRA Committees. Peter brings humility, integrity and 
warmth to his new position as CRA President. 
 

Fr Peter, the parishioners of Parish of South Yarra 
congratulate you on your new role and we wish you 
God’s richest blessings  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ST JOSEPH’S OUTREACH 
SERVICES (SJOS): 
 

SJOS has been busy 
over these past 
months across a 
number of outreach activities. The area that has been 
particularly affected is the Food Store, which has had 
an overall increase in visitors of over 27%, many in 
need of emergency food relief.  
 
The Garden Club Members have been planning, 
planting and preparing the garden beds for the spring 
harvest of vegetables, fruit and herbs for the Food 
Store Visitors.   The garden was sleepy over the winter 
period, but in the last month it has been flourishing due 
to the heavy rains and spring weather. 
 
We are particularly delighted and thank the many new 
Volunteers who responded to our call for assistance, 
and who have offered their time and skills to support 
the needs of the vulnerable within our community.   
Also, many thanks to all current Volunteers for your 
continuing dedication to the outreach activities.    The 
rosters are looking much healthier, although there are 
still shifts available in the Food Store.  
 

              Joan Donoghue                                 
                                                       Board Chair—SJOS 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REPORT  
 

AS 2022 has progressed we have become 
accustomed once again to monthly meetings at the 
Parish Centre rather than on ZOOM. Despite some 
fleeting regrets as the cold and wet weather made 
leaving home less attractive, the Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC) has welcomed the chance to work 
together once again. 
 
Over the last few months, the PPC has worked on 
reviewing the Pastoral Plan. Although this was done 
last in 2021, the Parish’s Mission Renewal “Take the 
Way of the Gospel” needed to be reflected in the 
Pastoral Plan to ensure that we were on the right 
pathway and to clarify what this meant for us.  
 
Over the year Fr Brian and the two appointed lay 
coordinators, Stefphy Coosnapa and Tony Grant, 
have worked with both neighbouring parishes and 
the Archdiocese on discussing and clarifying how 
the Parish Mission Renewal can develop.  Although 
developments with neighbouring parishes have not, 
so far, progressed much, our Parish’s growing 
relationship with the expanding Korean Catholic 
Church in Melbourne provides us with an initial 
pathway for our Mission Renewal to follow.  
 
Other changes in the Pastoral Plan include our 
acknowledgement of indigenous people and of 
country in the Parish Vision Statement. The  
acknowledgement on the  parish website, on Mass 
overhead presentations and other relevant 
documents has been updated and added to the 
Pastoral Plan which was recently presented to the 
congregations at both St Joseph’s and St Thomas 
Aquinas’ for discussion pending the next PPC 
meeting. 
 
Coming activities include:                   
 the continuation of monthly parish morning 

teas after the Sunday morning Masses for 
both churches;                       

 the resumption of the annual Parish BBQ on 
20th November;                      

 fundraising to send parish young people to 
WYD in Lisbon in 2023 and to other 
Augustinian events;  

 planning to revamp the ecumenical gatherings 
between the Anglican, Baptist and Catholic 
Churches in South Yarra. 

 
The course of the pandemic and successive 
lockdowns in Melbourne has created upheavals and 
new challenges in all our lives.  Fr Brian has kept us 
on track and up to date at our PPC meetings. 
Change is a continuous process of renewal as well 
as setbacks.  
 
We thank all the Augustinians for their guidance, 
wisdom and prayers as we “Take the Way of the 
Gospel”.         
 

                    Mary Greene  
                    PPC Assistant Secretary 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 
PATSY O’ROURKE 
 

Another of the great 
women of our parish is, 
without doubt, Patsy 
O’Rourke, who has lived in 
South Yarra and been a 
much loved member of our 
parish for almost eighty 
years. Patsy’s story tells us 
a great deal about our 
parish over much of the 
20th century. 
 
Born in Traralgon, Gippsland, in 1933, Patsy was the 
third of six children of Joseph and Ellen O’Rourke. 
Patsy remembers her early family life as a most loving 
and happy time. But times were tough; the Great 
Depression was raging throughout Australia and her 
parents made the difficult decision to move to 
Melbourne to find work. They rented a small house in 
Richmond and became part of St Ignatius Parish, the 
children attending the parish school. 
 
Then disaster struck this close family when, in 1941, 
Joe died from pneumonia, leaving Ellen, at just 36 
years of age, a widow with six children including a 
baby aged 5 months. Like countless other people at 
the time, the O’Rourke family was forced out of their 
house because, with no income, Ellen could not pay 
the rent. A strong and fiercely independent woman, 
Ellen was determined to keep her young family 
together when other well-meaning friends were urging 
her to put the children into orphanage care. Ellen 
found a two bedroom flat here in Tivoli Rd and took up 
a cleaning job with the railways. Thus, in 1941, Patsy 
came with her mother and family to live in South Yarra 
and the 7-year-old Patsy started in Grade 2 at St 
Joseph’s School. Later she spent two years living in 
Warrnambool with a very kind and generous aunt, but 
Ellen missed her daughter so much that she brought 
Patsy back to be with the family in South Yarra. 
 
Many very happy memories of her years at St 
Joseph’s School bubble out of Patsy as she recalls 
those times and the wonderful friendships that grew. 
To this day one of her best friends is Maureen 
Malcolm, whom she met in Grade 4 in 1943. 
 
Many of the families were quite poor, and Patsy 
remembers the great kindness of the Presentation 
Sisters who taught them, including Mother Joseph, the 
Superior, and the gentle Sr Louis who taught singing, 
which Patsy loved. Sr Lazarian was the wonderful 
school Principal; she organised some of the Phys. Ed. 
and Elocution teachers from Presentation College to 
also teach the children at St Joseph’s and help to 
prepare them for the annual school sports days and 
the school concerts in Prahran Town Hall, all of which 
the families enjoyed enormously. In those years there 
was just one lay teacher, Miss Owens, in the school 
staffed mainly by the Sisters. 
 
In an era when many students left school when they 

turned 14 years, Sr Lazarian was renowned for helping 
them find jobs. Patsy was one of those students; Sr 
Lazarian sent her to meet Mr & Mrs Walters who 
owned Moran’s Licenced Grocers in High St. Malvern. 
Starting as a cashier, Patsy stayed there for over forty 
years, rising to become the trusted, efficient store 
manager. It was there that Patsy met Max Walters, son 
of the owners, and their great life-long friendship has 
continued since then. 
 
Patsy paints a rich picture of parish life at St Joseph’s 
through the years and her enormous involvement in 
many of the parish activities. After leaving school, she 
kept up with her school friends in the parish branch of 
the Young Christian Workers movement, in the parish 
youth social activities, attending the dances in the 
parish hall, playing in the parish tennis and basketball 
teams. A photo in the parish archives shows Patsy, 
aged 19, as a member of the St Joseph’s team who 
were premiers of the Archdiocesan NCGM Basketball 
Competitions. Yay Patsy! 
 
Parish life was centred largely around the many 
families who lived in South Yarra in those days. The 
families knew each other well, lived close to each 
other, the children played together, and in tough times, 
they looked after each other. She remembers fondly 
many of the Irish families like the O’Briens, the O’Neills 
and many others. Great workers included Pat Potter, 
Bill Furneaux, Anita D’Angelo and her mother. Then 
with the post-war migrants came families including the 
Iaconeses, the Muratores, Rocco D’Andrea who 
married Anita D’Angelo, and later, people from many 
countries, many becoming long-term parishioners too. 
South Yarra moved from being a largely Irish enclave 
to the wonderfully multicultural parish of today.  
 
The spiritual life of the parish was rich. Sunday Masses 
would be packed with up to 500 people each week, 
and the annual Parish Missions, would see huge 
numbers coming to the nightly prayers when the priests 
would deliver the traditional “hell-fire and brimstone” 
sermons and the congregation prayed earnestly to be 
good, God-fearing people! She remembers the 
unforgettable parish priest, Mgr. Hannan, then the 
arrival of the Augustinians, who were very well 
received. They  included the much loved Fr Dempsey 
(“Demps”, as he was affectionately called) and Fr John 
Barry, dearly loved parish priests for many years, and 
much loved June Cochrane, the first Pastoral 
Associate. 
 
South Yarra was one of the first parishes to form a 
Parish Pastoral Council, and Patsy served on it over 
many years. A great worker, she was in the thick of 
organising the huge parish fetes, the family picnics and 
the barbecues, the parish dances and celebrations 
over many years and assisting with the food store, then 
a little mobile room on the veranda of the hall. 
 
Patsy, your wonderful story of your life recalls so much 
of the rich history of our parish and your marvellous 
contributions to this story, our ongoing story. We 
rejoice in your coming 89th birthday in December and 
we celebrate you. Thank you and God bless you richly! 

                                                                     Di Brebner 


