
AB’S History Corner 
  
Father John Francis Fitzgerald 
was a senior priest at SS Peter 
and Paul Church in South 
Melbourne before being 
appointed the first Parish 
Priest of the newly formed 
Mission of South Yarra and 
Toorak in 1887.  
 
St Joseph’s Church was not 
built until the following year so 
Masses were conducted in the 

building located at 140-144 Toorak 
Road, South Yarra.  
 
Whilst being involved in the building of 
St Joseph’s church, Fr Fitzgerald 
served the growing local Catholic 
community with baptisms, marriages 
and funerals. The honour of being the 
first baby to be baptised in our Parish 
went to Frederick John Kyrou Fulbrooke 
on 27th November 1887. 
 
A month later, on 31 December, Father 
Fitzgerald officiated the first sacrament 
of marriage between Robert Joseph 
Clarke and Elizabeth Helen Ross. 
 

It seems that 
Catholic 
priests are 
not only concerned with the spiritual needs of their flock but also with their 
physical well-being. An interesting example is of a Polish Catholic priest, 

Kazimierz Żegleń, who in 1890 invented the first bullet proof vest. Father Żegleń experimented with different 
materials and learnt to weave silk in a way that captures the bullet. Famously, this material saved the life of 
Alfonso XIII, the King of Spain, whose carriage was covered with Father Żegleń material when a bomb 
exploded near it.                                                                                                                    
                                              Andrew Balcerzak 

 
Parish Welcomes, Celebrations and Farewells 
 
This year, through the waters of  Baptism, the parish 
has welcomed Neia Wamar, Ariana Helme, Leanna 
Pasqual, Marigold Garnaut, Vivienne O’Brien, Grace 
Hensman, Bobby Lewis & Jarrod Corr. 
 
We rejoice that The Sacrament of Marriage was 
celebrated by Sune Rasmussen & Elene Board, 
Alexander Holden & Madeleine Elliott, Daniel Costa & 
Ashleigh MacDonald, Simon Vella & Sarah Zammit, 
Kristofer Chen & Priska Riandi, Sanjeewa 
Bombuwelega & Deandra Gomes. 
 
We farewelled  Ronald Ivers, Lillian Larsen, 
Graeme Phillips, Mary Boyle, Fr Gerry Dullard, Genine 
McCarthy, & Dolores Aznal. May they rest in peace. 

T   

Thanks to this season’s contributors: 
 

Andrew Balcerzak,                     
Fr Brian Buckley OSA             
Stefphy Coosnapa,                      
Sr Cletus Dullard OSB,                   
Fr Peter Jones OSA,                        
Susie Smith                                                                                
Clare Taylor.                              Di Brebner, Editor 
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Mass Times 
Tues-Fri: St Joseph’s 10am; St Thomas Aquinas: 12.45pm 

Sat: St Joseph’s 9am & 6pm 
Sun: St Thomas Aquinas: 9am; St Joseph’s 10.30am 

A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR PARISH PRIEST 

Long-time parishioners will be 
conscious of the fact that our 
parish has been served by a 
religious congregation, the 
Augustinians, for close to 50 
years.  As a part of the life of 
our congregation, once every 
four years we convene what is 
called a Chapter, at which community life, apostolates 
and mission are reviewed, affirmed and planned. This 
meeting comes around the last week of June 2022. 
While no major decision affecting this parish is 
anticipated, we are very conscious of the ‘background 
noise’ of Parish Mission Renewal in Melbourne, the 
Australian Church Plenary Council and the world Synod 
of Bishops in Synodality (walking together as a church). 
Meeting and addressing the challenges of our times is a 
theme very much in the air. 
 
Our own ongoing mission discernment is impacted by 
our Augustinian community’s commitment to and 
engagement with the Korean Catholic Community at 
Mount Waverley, a ministry with potential growth into 
the future. This relationship is something that hopefully 
will continue to develop and blossom in the months and 
years ahead and become a source of pride and 
enrichment. 
 
The parish has been saddened by the news of the 
death of our long-time resident and much loved 
Augustinian, Fr Gerry Dullard. Fr Gerry came to the 
parish back in the early 2000’s during the pastorship of 
Fr John Barry, his classmate from seminary days. Both 
have now left us in one sense but remain with us 
through their legacy and example of service and 
leadership during the ensuing 20 years. Fr Gerry’s 
funeral mass at St Joseph’s was well-attended on June 
14th and his remains were laid to rest among his 
deceased family members near Echuca, Northern 
Victoria two days later. Our condolences go to his 
surviving sister, Sr Cletus Dullard, his wider family and 
many friends. 
 
Many of us will have a treasured memory or story of Fr 
Gerry. One of mine is his often related report on a 
conversation with his doctor concerning his health and 
wellbeing. On receiving advice about how to extend his 
life and enhance his lifestyle, he retorted with conviction 
about his priorities, “I believe in the resurrection of the 
body and the life of the world to come”. Not perhaps the 
standard response to such advice. 
 
May he indeed enjoy that eternal life in which he 
believed.   
                                                                                      Fr Brian Buckley OSA 
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 Bernadette Dennis OAM! 

We were delighted to see 
that Bernadette Dennis has 
been awarded a Medal of 
the Order of Australia 
(OAM) in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours, which 
were announced on 13 
June 2022. 

The citation says that the 
award was presented for 
"service to the community through a range of roles". 
Obviously, those words do not in any way adequately 
describe Bernadette's long commitment to the care 
and service of others in the community. 

Most will know Bernadette as an officeholder and 
tireless worker with St Joseph’s Outreach Services 
(SJOS). Currently, she is Outreach Operations Officer 
and Treasurer. In addition to quietly working away in 
the background, she is also out "on the front line", 
doing everything from managing the transitional flats, 
Food Store and bread duties to taking out the bins! 

Bernadette is a highly skilled fundraiser with strong 
connections and extensive experience in hospitality. 
Many will have attended SJOS fundraising events 
over the years, which are always so wonderfully 
organised and so much fun. 

With all that, SJOS is not the only organisation to 
benefit from Bernadette's dedication. Many may not 
be aware that she also has longstanding connections 
with St Vincent's Institute of Medical Research (SVI); 
Musculoskeletal Australia; The Johnston Collection 
and Friends of the Johnston Collection. In 2015, she 
was awarded an Outstanding Service Award by 
Stonnington Council. 

Personally, Bernadette is kind, funny and one of those 
extraordinary people who is able to make everyone 
she meets feel special. 

Congratulations Bernadette. It is wonderful to know 
someone so deserving of this high award. 

                                                            Clare Taylor 



SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  HOLY 
COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION 
 
This year our Parish has welcomed six children from 
our  local community and eight children from the Korean 
Catholic Community of Mount Waverley where Fr 
Matteo ministers, to the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist . On the Feast of 
Corpus Christi, First Communion was celebrated at both 
churches and the children have had the grace to 
receive Christ in their hearts.  

Additionally, nine children from the Parish received the 
Sacrament of  Confirmation on Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
The classes were prepared by Stefphy, our Pastoral 
assistant, with the support of Father Brian, Father Luca 
and Father Matteo.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to 
congratulate and 
thank the  families 
and friends of the 
children for their 
devotion and support 
throughout the 
preparation. 
 

 

 

 

RCIA 
 
For the past six months Father Brian and Stefphy have 
journeyed with three candidates for the RCIA program 
along with  their sponsors. Kris, Leo and Cass were 
blessed to have their fiancées as sponsors. We had the 
opportunity to welcome guest speakers from our Parish 
to give talks about their faith experiences and share 
their knowledge of the Catholic Faith. On Pentecost 
Sunday, Cass and Leo were received into the church, 
and Kris joined them for First Eucharist and 
Confirmation.  
 
The RCIA program is continuing and we would like to 
thank all participants, guest speakers, families and 
friends for their prayers and support throughout this 
amazing faith discovery. 
 

 

AGED CARE 
 
Good News! Our pastoral assistant has resumed aged 
care visiting for communion services at Mecwacare and 
Royal Freemason’s. About 30 residents are attending 
the communion services every fortnight. The residents 
are grateful for the Parish support, especially after not 
being able to receive Communion for the past two 
years. Thanks to all aged care staff for their continuous 
support to our ministry.                                                                  
        Stefphy Coosnapa, Pastoral Assistant 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS 
 
At the first meeting of the new Parish Council 
after the 2022 AGM the following were 
nominated and endorsed as the new executive: 
 
Co-Chairs: Susie Smith & Paul Argile;  
Secretary: Aparna Nirmal Mangaadan,  
Assistant Secretary: Mary Greene.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three new members were welcomed to the 
Council as Parish representatives:   
Pamela Bedier, Kate Chard  and Matthew 
Nguyen, and Stuart Ralston-Phillips has returned 
for a second term. 
 
The other members of the 2022 Parish Pastoral 
Council are: 
 

Fr Brian Buckley OSA (Parish Priest); 
Stefphy Coosnapa (Pastoral Assistant) 
Joan Donoghue (SJOS); 
Tony Grant (Mission Renewal); 
Francis Hogan (Liturgy); 
Marc Lim (YAM); 
Paul Mulqueen (Finance); 
Fr Luca Park OSA (Assistant Priest) 
Paul Simmons  (Parish Representative) 
 
We thank them for their generous offer of service 
to the parish and again acknowledge the retiring 
executive members, Tony Grant and Charles 
Staa, who has completed his term on the 
Council. 
 

ST THOMAS AQUINAS IN                            
OPEN HOUSE MELBOURNE 

 

 

 

Almost 3 years ago Parish of South Yarra was invited 

to join and showcase St Thomas Aquinas church as a 

part of the Open House Melbourne (OHM) event. Our 

2020 and 2021 

arrangements and 

preparations were futile 

due to introduction of 

unexpected and short 

notice Covid restrictions 

which shut the church to 

visitors. We hope for 

being “third time lucky” 

and on Saturday 30 and 

Sunday 31 July we will 

be a part of the 2022 

OHM program. 

The Open House concept was first introduced in 

London in 1992. Since then, the concept became 

popular all over the world and is now operating in 40 

cities around the world including in Melbourne since 

2008. The concept is as simple as it is powerful. It 

facilitates “direct experience of architectural 

excellence, free-of-charge, in a non-elitist manner as 

part of a process of catalysing design advocacy”.  

The program promotes appreciation for the best 

architectural accomplishments and a chance to 

explore our city’s most historic and significant 

buildings, religious structures and architectural 

monuments. 

OHM advises that since inception more than 130,000 

people have taken the opportunity to explore 

Melbourne architectural treasures that generally are 

not easily accessible to the public.  

This year, for the first 

time, the public will 

get a chance to 

explore a very 

special hidden gem 

in Bromby Street, the 

unique and 

extraordinary St 

Thomas Aquinas 

Church.                          

Andrew Balcerzak 

       Susie Smith        Paul Argile 

Aparna Nirmal Mangaadan      Mary Greene 



 
“Gerald was always very alert, active and mischievous.  
The school teacher (just one for the 8 grades) was 
renowned for his use of the strap to keep discipline.  
Gerald took the strap, cut it into little pieces and gave all 
the boys a piece.  He was soon found out.  He also found 
out the teacher had a spare strap. 
 

 
“Gerald spent about 40 
years after ordination 
in Queensland or 
Sydney. In spite of the 
distance and his busy 
life he always made 
time for any of his 
family’s needs, and this 
must have been very 
difficult for him often.  
He has flown down for 
16 marriages, his 
mother’s funeral and 5 
very untimely and sad 
funerals of 5 nephews, 
and innumerable 
Baptisms.  He has 

upheld many of his family by his love, care and non 
judgmental ministry while our family down here had each 
other to celebrate or grieve with, after a few hectic days. 
 
Gerald went far away to his priestly ministry of living and 
caring for others.  Such is the life of a Priest.”    
                                                                                      
     (Sr Cletus Dullard, “Nan”) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the Echuca funeral, Fr Gerry was buried with his 
family in the cemetery  at Mitiamo via Pine Grove. We 
extend our sympathy and our thanks to Sr Cletus and the 
Dullard family and to the doctors and staff at Coppin 
Centre who cared for Fr Gerry in his final years. We 
rejoice in the blessings we have all received, both here in 
the Parish of South Yarra and in all the missions where 
Gerry served the People of God. 
 
Requiescat in pace, Fr Gerry. May your valiant soul 
rejoice forever in the God you served for seventy years                               

                                                                    Di Brebner 

AUGUSTINIAN KOREAN CHAPLAIN 
 
The Augustinians first came to serve in the Parish 
of South Yarra in 1975, close to fifty years ago 
now. During that time priests from various countries 
have served in the parish and at the Alfred Hospital 
in various capacities. Fathers Brian, Michael  & 
John also started the Augustinian Mission in Korea. 

 
Most recently two 
Augustinians from Korea 
have come to South Yarra, 
Frs Luca Park and Matteo 
Cho. While Fr Luca works in 
the parish for the most part, 
Fr Matteo is here specifically 
to tend to the pastoral care of 
the Korean Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
 
The ministry to Koreans has 

been conducted in a number of locations but Fr 
Matteo serves those who attend the parish church 
of the Holy Family at Mount Waverley. Aside from a 
Sunday afternoon mass for about 150 of the faithful 
he also attends community, weekday meetings and 
a Thursday Mass and assists in the administration 
other sacramental and catechetical programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr Matteo was appointed to the role in early 2021 
but was prevented from taking up his role by the 
lock-downs and travel restrictions of the strict 
COVID period. Finally he arrived and took up 
residence in the South Yarra community in the 
middle of the year but in the interim was able to 
engage with his flock by Zoom masses from Korea. 
So he was not a total stranger when he finally 
arrived in Melbourne. 
 
We wish him well in 
his ministry and pray 
for its expansion in 
other parts of the 
Archdiocese as 
people again gather 
with greater 
confidence.  
 
Fr Brian Buckley OSA 

Holy Family Church Mt Waverley 

 

 

studies just before his ordination to the priesthood. 
After his ordination in  May 1978, Brian returned to 
work in South Yarra and then in 1979, he moved to  
Kyabram.  
 

When the Augustinians decided to start a community 
in South Korea in 1985, Michael and Brian were  the 
first two Australian  Augustinians, along with two 
priests from the English/Scottish province appointed 
to the mission based in Incheon. They were joined in 
1988 by Fr John Sullivan OSA. With changing 
diocesan structures in Korea after their arrival, the 
Augustinians were unable to work in parishes, so 
turned their minds to a retreat house as well as 
starting a seminary to educate the young Koreans 
who joined them. 
 
Brian is a fine violist and 
in his heyday in Korea, 
he regularly played with 
the Symphony Orchestra 
in Incheon    
 
Fr Brian left Korea in July 
2008 and was appointed 
to South Yarra for three 
years before moving to 
the Parish of Manly Vale in Sydney, then another 
term in Korea. Then again in 2019, lo and behold!  
Brian came back to South Yarra and we were glad to 
welcome him back. The past three years, as we 
know, have been times of great change and 
challenge to us as a parish, as to the Church across 
the world. The pandemic and its continuing effect on 
Mass attendance and church involvement, proposed 
changes to church and parish structures, new and 
ongoing questions about ministry  and the falling 
numbers of priests throughout the world mean  many 
challenging questions for our church leaders. 
 
With all the Augustinians who have been appointed 
to our parish, we thank Frs. Brian and Michael for 
their fifty years of commitment  to the service of 
God’s people and especially in leading our 
community in faith and mutual care, and we ask 
God’s continuing blessings on them in this milestone 
celebration.          Di Brebner 

CONGRATULATIONS FR BRIAN!  
 

 

Following the 10.30 Mass at St Joseph’s on May 29, our 
community came together to celebrate Fr Brian’s 
70th Birthday.  We hosted a ‘surprise’ morning tea that 
was well attended. A slide presentation with well wishes 
from friends and fellow Augustinians, including Fr Peter 
Jones OSA , the Provincial Leader, was one of the 
highlights.  Small gifts were presented to Father as 
tokens of our deep respect for him. 
  
Seventy years approximately equates to 25,550 days, 
3650 weeks and 840 months! This is a long time in 
which to make an impact on the world and Father Brian 
has certainly done that through his work in Korea and in 
parishes. 
  
Happy Birthday Father; we are blessed to have you as 
our parish priest.       
     Susie Smith, PPC Co-chair 

  
 

     50 YEARS                                  
     WITH THE                      
  AUGUSTINIANS    
 

Congratulations to both 
Fr Brian and Fr Michael 
Sullivan who made their 

vows as members of the Augustinian 
Order in June 1982, now achieving their Golden Jubilee  
as Augustinians. 
 
Fr Brian has had a long association with the Parish of 
South Yarra, having been sent here in 1977 as a 
deacon to gain some experience  in the final year of his 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION FOR FATHER BRIAN 



VALE FATHER GERRY DULLARD OSA  
 
Our much loved Fr Gerry 
Dullard OSA came to South 
Yarra  in 2002 and served 
the parish for almost twenty 
years. 
 
After the news of Fr Gerry’s 
death on 30th May,  Fr Peter 
Jones OSA, the 
Australian Provincial of the 
Augustinians, sent this 
message to the Augustinian 
communities and  friends: 
 
“It is with both sadness for the loss and gratitude for the 
life that has been lived that I inform you of the death of 
Gerald (Gerry) John Dullard OSA at 10.30am this 
morning (30th May) at the Coppin Centre, South Yarra 
after a period of illness. Gerry died in the presence of 
his only remaining sibling Sr Cletus (Catherine, Nan) 
Dullard CSB and Joan Donoghue (parishioner and 
affiliate) who has been great support to Brian Buckley 
and the South Yarra community in these years of 
Gerry’s increasing frailty and transition to aged care. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It goes without saying that Gerry was larger than life 
and  there will be great memories of him for years to 
come. Gerry was born on 3rd April 1932 to Mary and 
Jim Dullard, farmers at Pinegrove East via Mitiamo, 
between Lockington (Rochester parish) and Echuca in 
northern Victoria, so Augustinian connections were right 
there from the beginning. Gerry’s siblings were Jim, 
Frank, Fr Maurice SJ, Rita Slattery, Sr Maurus (Cletus) 
Dullard CSB (all deceased) and, as mentioned above, 
his surviving sister, Sr Cletus Dullard CSB. On behalf of 
the Province, I have extended deepest sympathy to the 
Dullard family through Sr Cletus. 
 
“Gerry was in the first novitiate group to take place in 
Australia and was professed with Pat Fahey on 22nd 
April 1951. Following studies in the United States, Gerry 

was ordained in 
Washington on 8th 
February, 1958, together 
with Pat Fahey and John 
Barry. 

 
 
 

 
“In 1959, Gerry returned to Australia, had some pastoral 
work experience at St James’ Parish, Coorparoo and 
began many years on the staff of Villanova College, 
Coorparoo (1959 – 1973).  
 
Following study leave in 1974, Gerry served as 
Chaplain to Griffith University and Mount Gravatt 
College of Advanced Education; as well he conducted 
counselling courses at the Catholic Family welfare 
Bureau in Brisbane. 

 
Then followed 
many years in 
parish ministry – 
Manly Vale 
(1979-1987 – 
Pastor 1983-
1987);           
First Pastor of 
the new parish 
at Redland Bay 
(1987-1995); 
Echuca (1995-
1999-Pastor); 
Mareeba (1999 

– 2002) and then to South Yarra. Gerry made a deep 
impression in the ministries in which he served. 
 
Fr Gerry certainly was much loved and appreciated by 
all the parishioners  during his twenty years here in 
South Yarra and over the many years of his earlier 
ministries. He and Fr John Barry worked very closely 
across the range of ministries and activities here in the 
parish.  
 

Gerry was always a convivial and droll presence at the 
parish gatherings, entertaining those gathered around 
him with his observations and witty quips. The patients 
at The Alfred Hospital and their families often 
expressed their appreciation for his kind, down-to-earth 
pastoral care  and ministry of the Sacrament of the 
Sick, as did the parishioners.  When Gerry was the 
celebrant at Sunday Mass, you knew that his homily 
would be to the point and thought-provoking and we 
would be sent out to “love and serve the Lord” often in 
45 minutes! 

 
In February 2008, over 300 parishioners and family 
members gathered at Mass to celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of ordination to the priesthood of Frs. Gerry and 
John and were joined by Fr Pat Fahey for the great 
occasion. The party that followed in the parish centre 
was a great celebration and many words of appreciation 
were expressed for the wonderful commitment and 
inspiration these  good men continued to share with us 
all.  Ten years later, in 2018,  we were even more 
delighted to gather in celebration for the Diamond 
Jubilee of Ordination for both Gerry and John. Fr Pat, 
who had died in 2015, was also remembered. 
 

Evidence of 
how much 
Gerry was loved 
in his ministries 
prior to coming 
to South Yarra 
were the 
numerous 
invitations he 
received over 
the years to 
return to 
Sydney and 

Brisbane to  bless marriages and  baptise babies of 
former students and parishioners and their children and 
grandchildren and to bury  friends who had died. 
Occasional visitors from his former parishes would 
speak with great affection of his service, his guidance 
and his great care  as he worked among them, and his 
enjoyment of a good party! 
 
 
Always aware of 
the generous  work 
that parish 
volunteers were 
carrying out in the 
various outreach 
services each 
week, Gerry would 
invariably call in to 
say hello to the 
Foodstore  workers 
and other helpers. 
When the SJOS 
gardeners were at 
work in the priory garden, Gerry loved to come and 
have a chat with them, just to supervise their work and 
then encourage them: “Oh well, carry on then!” 
 
Over the past few years as he came to realise that 
being the celebrant at Mass was a bit too much for him, 
every Sunday morning Gerry would join us in the choir 
transept, saluting to all the musicians  and blessing us 
with God’s peace as he entered the 
church. We loved having him with the 
choir and missed him when his health 
meant that he needed ongoing care 
in Coppin Centre. 
 
On 14th June a large number of 
parishioners and Gerry’s family 
joined with the Augustinians for Fr 
Gerry’s Requiem Mass at St Joseph’s Church. During 
this Mass and at the second Requiem with his family 
and friends in Echuca on June 16th,      Sr Cletus 
Dullard CSB, the last remaining member of the 
Dullard family, shared some most moving and delightful 
stories about Gerry.  
 
“…When Gerald 
was about 18 
months old his 
parents were told 
he had contacted 
infantile paralysis 
and may never 
walk.  His Irish 
grandmother lived 
with the family.  
When told the sad 
news, she said 
she would speak 
to HIM upstairs.  
She must have 
done so, as the 
Kilmore College 
records show 
Gerald was Captain of the Senior Football Team and 
Champion athlete. 


