
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How good it is to see parish activities resuming as we move 
into the year after the COVID difficulties and isolations of the 
past two years. Both community groups have been gathering 
for occasional morning tea after Sunday Mass.     

The Children’s Liturgy has resumed under the enthusiastic 
skills of I-Lin Li and Jamie Chard.     

YAM recently enjoyed a picnic gathering after Mass.  

The musicians are rehearsing together for the forthcoming 
Easter liturgies which we will be able to celebrate together 
this year.  Some normality in life is, perhaps, returning. 
Alleluia!  

HOLY WEEK             
 2022 

AB’S History Corner 
 The leadlight window over the facade of 
St Thomas Aquinas church depicts the 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit - wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, 
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord.  
 
The window is dedicated to the memory 
of Air Force Captain in reserve, Francis 
Thomas Bowden (1906-1951), who was a 
Master Pharmacist and owner of a 
pharmacy at 96 Swanston Street. 
 
A curiosity is the incorrect spelling of the 

Latin phrase "in memorium" instead of "in 
memoriam". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The first black person to 
be documented as a saint 
in the Roman Catholic 
Church is known as Saint 

Maurice (a.k.a. St. Mauritius or St. Moritz). He 
was a 3rd-century Roman soldier, born in Egypt, 
who was martyred for refusing order to massacre 
Christians. 

Parish Welcomes, Celebrations and Farewells 
 
This year, through the waters of  Baptism, the parish has 
welcomed Leonardo Monea, Patrick Martin, Ambre Cao, 
Saskia Cao, Ella Podkriznik, Noah Griffiths, Penelope 
Lim, Purvan Gauntlett, Spencer Mohacsy. 
 
We rejoice that The Sacrament of Marriage was 
celebrated by Jonathan Maclou & Katarina Mihalic, Marsh 
Schwallie & Jessica Maia, Trent Paul & Yana Pace, Allen 
Huang & Anna Nguyen, Michael Park & Ruphina Cho 
 
We farewelled  Bill Furneaux & Ben Lochtenberg.  
May they rest in peace 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM SJOS: 
 

SJOS is settling into the post-COVID phase of managing its 
activities.   There are several key factors that have 
impacted delivery of our services over the past 2 years 
including a reduction in the number of volunteers available 
to manage the Food Store and Bread Packing Services and 
at the same time an increase in the demand for these 
services.   
    
 Consequently, we are seeking volunteers and friends who 
are able to contribute 1.5hrs or more per month to assist 
with our outreach programs.   The Food Store operates 
Thursdays 10-11.30am, Saturdays 3-4.30pm and Sundays 
3-4.30pm.   The Bread Packing Service operates on a 
Thursday evening from 6pm to 7.15pm.   
 
Training and support will be given to anyone who is 
interested.  Rosters are flexible according to the individual 
preferences of each Volunteer. 
 
Many thanks to all current Volunteers for the work that you 
do.   It is much appreciated by the Board of Management 
and supporters and even more importantly by the clients, 
who avail themselves of these much needed services.  
 

Joan Donoghue 
Board Chair - SJOS     

Palm Sunday -    St Thomas 9am  

             St Joseph’s 10.30am  

Holy Thursday -   St Joseph’s 7pm  

Good Friday -   Stations of the Cross:  

                              St Thomas 10am 

                      Liturgy of Passion:  

              St Joseph’s 3pm 

Holy Saturday -    Easter Vigil: St Joseph’s 7pm 

Easter Sunday -   St Thomas 9am  

              St Joseph’s 10.30am  

A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR PARISH PRIEST 

While we appear to be emerging 
finally from the challenges of the 
last two years it is also becoming 
clearer to me at least, that we are 
not, cannot, return to normal. We 
are changed. Things will be 
different. The regular pattern of life 
in our parish community, the 
rhythm of our seasons and events is somehow different.  
The global situation merely echoes this. We move from one 
crisis to another, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Ukraine, floods. 
Peoples lives are suddenly impacted and changed. It’s time 
for a rethink. 
 

We see this  in society around us but also in our church. At 
three levels there are consultations ensuing that may 
significantly alter the way we think about and do things. From 
the local to the more general – we have the Melbourne 
Archdiocesan Parish Mission Renewal process (“Take the 
Way of the Gospel”) focussed on long term structural change 
in our understanding of mission; there is the national dialogue 
called the Australian Plenary Council looking at renewal in 
our wider church environment in this country, and globally, 
there is an invitation from Pope Francis for grassroots input 
into what is called Synodality (or walking together) in 
preparation for the Synod of Bishops in 2023. If this all seems 
like a lot to take in, I could not agree more - like trying to look 
and walk in three directions at once. The temptation is to put 
it all in the ‘too hard basket’.   
 

Remarkably we can confirm that attendances at our parish 
masses have more or less returned to pre-lockdown levels. 
Naturally some have not returned while others have newly 
arrived. There is energy returning along with some caution. 
But as noted above – things are not necessarily what they 
might appear. The maintenance of our parish operation or 
mission is precarious, and not just our parish. The experience 
of one of our neighbouring parishes, St Joseph’s Malvern, 
where a religious congregation which had served there for 
over a century suddenly need to withdraw, is timely. Things 
can happen quickly. How do we best prepare? A challenge 
for our new parish council and committees. 
 

Still this is a time for thanks – to God, to my fellow 
Augustinian brothers and pastoral team, our volunteers,  and 
to you all. As I have said at Mass often lately:- the presence 
of each one of you with us is an encouragement to all. We 
feel less alone and firmer in our commitment.. 

                                                              Fr Brian Buckley OSA 
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 
The Parish Vision Statement says we aspire to be “a 
community one in mind and heart on the way to God.” 
Parish of South Yarra Pastoral Council Report 2021-
2022 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Brian Buckley OSA 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Luca Park OSA 
Co-chairs:  Charles Staa, Tony Grant 
Secretary:  Susie Rodighiero  
Elected members:  Annie Shi, Mary Greene, Paul 
Argile, Aparna Nirmal Mangaadan 
 

Very much like the previous year, 2021 in the Parish was 
again a most challenging year.  COVID  kept Melbourne 
mostly in, and occasionally and briefly out of, lockdown, 
so we were obliged mostly to livestream Masses via 
Zoom and Facebook each weekend.  We must record a 
huge debt of gratitude to Rob Huggins, Terence Thambi 
and our own Charles Staa for ensuring the streaming of 
the Masses went smoothly.  Thankfully, we consistently 
had 60 plus attendees on Zoom on the Sunday Masses. 
We were most fortunate to have Fr John Sullivan 
assisting Fr Brian for most of the time we were locked 
down, and for the educational evenings he facilitated for 
us during the year.  Furthermore, we were very delighted 
to see Fr Percival (briefly) and the Augustinian 
Upholsterer extraordinaire Fr Abel in the last few weeks. 
Sadly, lockdowns seriously impacted the ecumenical 
services we participate in with 3 other Christian 
communities in our area, so these too had to be Zoomed.  
We hope that returns to live services this year might 
revive them. 
 

Prior to Christmas, we were delighted that Fr Luca was 
able to return to Australia and ultimately to our Parish, 
looking very fit and healthy.  Shortly after, Fr John had to 
return to Sydney on his new assignment.  We thank Fr 
John for giving his time with us during our challenging 
times. 
 

As we try to do each year, we celebrated the feast day of 
St Thomas Aquinas in late January with a gathering of 
parishioners over refreshments after Mass.  There will be 
similar plan for the feast of St Joseph in late March. 
 

The Melbourne Archdiocese is instituting a program 
entitled “The Way of the Gospel” and parishes are 
encouraged to discuss ways in which this might happen.  
We have advanced our thinking a little, having identified 2 
co-ordinators who can potentially work with the Cathedral 
and with the Parish – as well as neighbouring parishes – 
in advancing the program, which ultimately seeks to 
develop Missions within the Archdiocese.  More on that as 
it happens.  
 

The last year was a tough one for us all; let us hope and 
pray that 2022 will be significantly better in so many ways 
for you and the Parish. 
On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council Committee, we 
thank you for staying positively with your faith last year, 
and trust that you will support the new committee in 2022. 
                                                                                                           
     Charles Staa, Tony Grant 

https://www.factretriever.com/egypt-facts


A WORKING HOLIDAY 
 

For eight years during my ministry in South Yarra I felt 

embarrassed as I looked at the chairs in the Dining Room of the 

Priory, with the seats slowly deteriorating as more of the faux 

leather split and stuffing showed through. Suggestions that these 

should be reupholstered were always met with the response that 

this was too costly, and the Parish was already struggling to 

keep a lid on expenses, so forget it. 
 

As a result, when I retired to our Parish in Sydney in January 

2019 one of the first things I looked for was an upholstery 

course, which I found an 8-week course at Macquarie 

Community College in Carlingford, led by a qualified upholsterer, 

with a group of eight students.  It was all ‘hands on’, with bring 

your own tools and an item to work on. I brought an Ikea chair 

which I had picked up at the tip, while others had sizeable 

armchairs, ottomans, pop-in seats or heritage heirlooms. You 

learned not only the skill to upholster your own item, but also by 

listening in as the instructor dealt with the other students with 

their individual needs and questions. 
 

In January 2020 I came back to South Yarra for ten days, 

specifically to suss out how I might be able to use my newly 

acquired skill, and took one of the seats apart.  Being about a 

century old, they still had springs, jute webbing, horsehair and 

other forms of stuffing, and a faux leather cover, all held together 

by tacks, hundreds of them!! 
 

I had hoped to come back in May to tackle the job, but COVID 

struck, and between lock-downs, travel restrictions and 

vaccination requirements, it has taken almost two years to get 

back. However, I was able to persuade Peter Jones to bring 

back with him that chair which I had stripped to its bare 

framework, so I could practice on that and figure out how much 

time, materials and cost would be involved.  I made the decision 

not to use springs again, since that was too time consuming, and 

to rely on foam for its bounce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This, however, meant that I had to create a new level platform for 

the webbing on top of the four timber side panels, which required 

calculating differing heights, webbing interfacing and overlapping 

pieces of foam which would then be compressed into a dome 

shape with calico, all held together by staples. With that in place 

the final cover of vinyl was fairly easy to do, except for the 

corners which needed their own special care. 
 

I had worked out that I could do about two chairs a week, while 

the cost of materials for the 10 chairs could be kept within 

$1,000, so I set aside six weeks for the work, with the possibility 

of also tackling six  of the Parish Library chairs which had been 

patched up  for many years.  In fact it took just over five weeks, 

with some seats in the Priory Chapel thrown in as well. 
 

All in all a pleasing result that freed me of my embarrassment 

and gave the Parish and Priory some furniture to be proud of. 

                                                   Fr Abel van der Veer OSA 

R.I.P BEN LOCHTENBERG 
 

Bernard (Ben) Hendrik Lochtenberg 
was born in Singapore on 10th March 
1931 the only child of Anna (nee 
Heytman) and Jan Marie Lochtenberg.  
The young family travelled the world 
searching for reliable work during the 
depression and ended up in Batavia 
(modern day Djakarta, Indonesia) at 
the end of 1941. 
 

As the Japanese invaded Batavia, Jan 
secured passage for his wife and son 
on a cattle steamer named Van Den Bosch that embarked on 
the night of  February 23rd 1942.  Jan and the other expat 
Dutchmen said their final farewells and remained ashore.  
   

Ben landed as a refugee in Perth just prior to his 11th birthday.  
The warm welcome they received at the Bunbury jetty from their 
Australian hosts permanently sealed Ben’s love of his adopted 
country.  Ben went on to be a star pupil at St Louis Jesuit School 
Perth; he then earned a Civil Engineering degree at University of 
Western Australia and subsequently won a Rhodes Scholarship 
to Oxford where he completed a PhD in Engineering in 1956.    
 

In 1953 he met a beautiful young nurse named Margaret Lynch 
at a dance at St. Vincent’s hospital in Melbourne.  She would 
become his soulmate and partner for the rest of his life. They 
married in June 1956 and were inseparable over the next 66 
years.   
  

After a successful 37-year career with ICI that took Ben and his 
family around the world, he retired as the Executive Chairman of 
ICI America’s Inc. Ben and Margaret returned to Melbourne 
where they had lived for the past 29 years. They remained active 
in retirement, supporting the Jesuit community of Australia, and 
championed many causes including refugee rights and housing 
for single mothers, building shelters through their foundation.    
 

Ben received many awards and honorary appointments, too 
numerous to mention.   His memoir “A Boy on the Last Boat” was 
published in 2016.   
 

Ben led by example, always volunteering his time and talents 
backing the causes he believed in.   His humility and empathy for 
others is legendary;  Never one to miss the subtle cues from 
those around him in need,  he had a way of making everyone 
feel special and listened to.  Honouring his father’s lasting wish 
he was - “A strong and honest man.”    
 

He has instilled these values in his surviving children: Jan, Anna, 
Mark, Michael, Benedict, Margaret Mary and Lucy and  has 
inspired his 15 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.    
He is preceded in death by his loving parents and his  mentor 
and friend Fr. Bill Dalton SJ.  May they celebrate amongst the 
Angels and Saints in Heaven. Until we are all again reunited we 
celebrate the time that we shared here on Earth.    
 

    Benedict Lochtenberg, Ben’s son 
 

Ben’s contributions to the Parish of South Yarra.   
 

 When Ben and Margaret Lochtenberg arrived in South Yarra  in 
1993 they discovered, to their delight, that Margaret’s cousin, Fr 
John Barry OSA, was the parish priest. They became actively 
involved in the Parish Pastoral Council and a range of parish 
activities, most significantly the establishment of SJOS. 
 

 After the closure of St Joseph’s School in 2002, Fr John and 
David Quin began discussions about the best future use of the 
classrooms. Ben and Margaret were soon co-opted to the newly 
formed committee for the development of the classrooms into 
small apartments providing temporary  accommodation for 
homeless people, asylum seekers  and refugees – a great 
passion for them. Already generous supporters of parish 
activities, Ben used his business contacts and knowledge to 
establish the extensive fundraising program and support for 
SJOS, a legacy which continues today. Their wonderful 
hospitality for SJOS gatherings was much appreciated. 
Rest in peace, Ben. Your kindness and generosity have touched 
us enormously.  

 

 
FAREWELL ROS  MACPHERSON 
 
At Mass on Sunday 27

th
 February, 

on behalf of the parish and 
especially the community at St 
Thomas Aquinas’, Mary Greene 
thanked Ros McPherson for her 
years of contributions to the parish, 
most notably through playing the 
organ at Mass. We are saddened to 
hear of her leaving us but wish her 
and her family health and happiness in their new location. 
We are the poorer for her loss but confident her talents will 
be put to good use and appreciated elsewhere.  
                
Sincere thanks, Ros, on behalf of us all. 
 
 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM ROS: 
 
Although originally from 
Sydney, I arrived in South 
Yarra from Illinois, USA, with 
my husband, Gary, in 2010. 
This was our first experience 
at living in Melbourne and we 
have loved this city. I found St 
Thomas Aquinas church close 
by, so I attended Mass there 
and heard Amy Yu playing the 
organ and Estelle  
O'Callaghan leading the 
singing. One Sunday, Amy 
was absent, so I inquired 
about the need for a second 
organist.  
 
I had previous experience at playing in a Sydney parish for 
many years and felt I could contribute at St Thomas if 
needed, and so my active involvement in the parish 
began. I have enjoyed playing the organ at St Thomas 
since then, alternating duties with Amy. It has been an 
easy choice to continue attending Mass and playing the 
organ at St Thomas. I have happily accompanied several 
lovely singers here like Michael Shaw, Pam Khoo, 
Margaret Ricardo and Melody Carew who currently leads 
the hymn singing singlehandedly, and also, Mary Sabin on 
the flute. It was an exciting time when we replaced the old 
organ with the current model too, as it has a much richer 
sound. 
 
 

Not long after I started playing the organ, I began helping 
with the bread collections for the Food Store and met 
people from St Joseph's as well. This activity is very 
worthwhile, and I was impressed with the operation of the 
Food Store for people in need.  A few years ago, I was 
invited to join the Liturgy Committee, run at that time by Di 
Brebner, and learned about the coordination of the liturgy 
between our two churches as well.  
 
My time in South Yarra parish has been rewarding as the 
congregation and clergy have always been very 
welcoming, and I will miss the many friends I have made 
here. It was great to be back in person after the prolonged 
periods of Zoom Masses before my departure. I am 
leaving the parish to return to Sydney and the closeness of 
family living there but will carry many warm memories of 
my days in Melbourne.  
 
 
 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 

We continue to honour some of our very long-standing senior 
parishioners who, over the years, have contributed their time, 
energy and talents to the life and the work of our parish. 
 
 

ELLEN ALLERY 
 

Ellen has lived in South Yarra and 
been a parishioner since 1960, 
making her one of our longest-
standing parishioners of over sixty 
years – not a bad record! 
 

Born in the Mercy Hospital in 
1936, Ellen grew up in West 
Footscray, the youngest of five 
children. She was educated at 
Catholic Ladies College, East 
Melbourne and did her nursing 
training  at St Vincent’s Hospital.  
 

When Ellen’s parents retired from the family business in 1960 
they moved to South Yarra, making St Thomas Aquinas’ their 
local church; Ellen has lived here ever since. She remembers 
the arrival of the Augustinians in the parish in 1976, and prior 
to them, the diocesan priests including the memorable Mgr. 
Hannan. Ellen married John Allery in 1978 and they 
continued to live in their apartment, restfully overlooking 
Fawkner Park.  
 

Ellen remembers with great pleasure the many activities in 
the parish over the years. She has loved attending the social 
activities like the regular morning teas after Mass, the parish 
barbecues and the occasional “classy” musical events, 
especially the orchestral concerts organised by Fr Brian 
Buckley, the visiting choirs whose members included Janet 
Maher or Antoniette D’Andrea, and the annual recitals by 
visiting Italian  organists, soloists and orchestras,  offered to 
the parish by the then  Italian Consuls who were also 
parishioners. 
 

In 1994, when Ellen retired from a lifetime of nursing and 
caring for her parents, she received a letter from Fr John 
Barry, then Parish Priest, asking her if she would consider 
helping with the weekly counting of the Sunday collections, 
“and who could refuse Fr John Barry’s gracious requests?” 
She faithfully carried out this task until her retirement in 2021. 
For most of those 27 years she shared the task with the much 
loved Bill Furneaux, whom, like many other parishioners, she 
misses greatly. 
 

Unassuming, with a wonderful sense of humour and amazing 
resilience, Ellen continues to bring her delightful personality to 
the parish. Earlier this year, after a rather nasty altercation 
with a tram whose driver took off a little too quickly as she 
alighted, she could quip: “I think people are starting to feel 
sorry for the tram!” 
 

Ellen, the parish loves you; you are one of the jewels in our 
crown! Thank you for your long, faithful, generous  presence 
in our parish.       
      Di Brebner 

 
FAREWELL BILL FURNEAUX 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of 
long-term and much loved parishioner, Bill 
Furneaux on 12 Many people gathered for 
his funeral and to celebrate his generous 
service to the parish  at St Joseph’s. 
Rest in peace, Bill; may you enjoy eternal 
peace. 


