AB’S History Corner
Next time you are in Toorak Road, South Yarra,
in the vicinity of the station, please look at the
building number 140-144. This is the place
where the first South Yarra and Toorak Mission
Masses were celebrated in 1887. The date
shown on the building is 1889 and might
indicate alterations to the building.
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
FROM OUR PARISH PRIEST

The land for St Joseph’s church was purchased
in 1887 in Fitzgerald Street, South Yarra and by
pure coincidence the first Parish Priest’s name
was Father John Francis Fitzgerald.

Parish Welcomes, Celebrations And Farewells
This year, through the waters of Baptism, the parish has
welcomed Alexander Cousins, Delilah Blackman, Luna
Zubevich, Bobby Moore, Aliyah Linnane, Fionn Malone,
Kayla Hogan, Scott Pereire.
We farewelled Victoria Cioni, Raymonde Wroblewski,
and Natalie Giofre May they rest in peace
The 17th century French
Benedictine
monk,
Dom
Pérignon, spent years trying
to
stop
a
secondary
fermentation which created
bubbles and therefore pressure which would blow up
bottles and corks. Bottles were strengthened and corks
wired to prevent this problem after the sparkling wine
found general acceptance. The famous cuvée of Moët &
Chandon champagne is named after him.

Andrew Balcerzak

BRINGING ACTIVITIES TO A CLOSE FOR 2021
A cuppa after Mass at each of the churches over the past two
weeks has been just one of two final events for the parish as
2021, the year with so little parish activity comes to a close. On
Tuesday, December 21st the many parish volunteers will have
our annual gathering to celebrate all we have been able to
achieve, despite the lockdowns.
It will be a good experience when we can gather more easily to
socialize and celebrate ourselves, hopefully more easily in
2022. We live in hope……
FAREWELL AND THANKS FR JOHN

Our parish is much indebted to the
parishioners who helped our priests
keep the parish alive during these
past twenty months, especially
through the continuation of our live,
online liturgies each weekend and during the week.. Thanks to
the flower arrangers, who kept the two churches looking
beautiful; during the lockdowns; to the sacristans looking after
the setting up for Masses; for the commentators and readers
who zoomed the readings and prayers from home and for the
team of Commentary writers who produced the copies; to the
musicians who kept our singing and our hearts alive; special
thanks to the techie team, Robert, Terence, Charles, Stefphy,
Annie and Francis, who, sometimes through great challenges
and difficulties, kept the Masses zooming into our homes every
week. Bravo!
Our deepest thanks to our much-loved priests, Frs Brian, John
and Matteo for their dedication and inspiration to the people of
the Parish of South Yarra. We are thinking of Fr Gerry with love
this year and look forward to welcoming back Fr Luca. In them
we are much blessed.
Warmest Christmas blessings to everyone! May we all have a
happy Christmas, a bright and hope-filled New Year and a most
enjoyable summer holiday! Alleluia!

The Chronicle

The parish has been blessed this year by the coming of Fr John
Sullivan OSA with his warm, pastoral presence among us.
And what about his “Dad” jokes at the end of Sunday Masses?
Here’s a Christmas special to share with the kids:
What’s the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the
regular alphabet?
The Christmas alphabet has N0-EL
What happens if you eat Christmas decorations?
You get tinselitis.
What do you call a cat sitting on the beach on Christmas Eve?
Sandy Claws
Thank you Father John. Happy Christmas, go well and we’d love
to see you come back.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO DI BREBNER
This Christmas will mark the last time Di Brebner
will sing on a regular basis with the musicians at St
Joseph’s10.30 Mass. In her own words, “32 years
ago Fr John Barry asked me to help with the church
choir for a few months. Little did I imagine I would still be
involved in 2021!” Di calculates she has worked with and
sung with scores of singers and musicians over that period
for which she, and indeed we, are deeply grateful. Di will
continue to be active in many other ways in the parish,
including the preparation of this publication.
Fr Brian

In the traditional Christmas carol
“In Dulci Jubilo” we sing the
words Christ is our “Alpha and
Omega”, our beginning and end,
the two vowels being of course
the first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet – “Α” and “Ω”
familiar to us from our liturgies at
both Advent and Easter. Of late
another Greek letter is snuck into
our usage – ‘Omicron’, interrupting what we had hoped would be
a smooth transition towards a more normal Christmas and
holiday period. Again we find ourselves on tender hooks.

The Scribble

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
We were delighted when in 2012, Fr Abel took on the task of
creating the Parish newsletter which he titled The Chronicle, and
many parishioners have commented on their enjoyment at
reading about people and events that we have celebrated as a
parish. The Chronicle has been serving us well.
A few years ago, one of the priests found a copy of the 1970
edition of The Scribble in the priory. Earlier this year Antoniette
D’Andrea found the 1971 edition of The Scribble amongst her
mother Anita’s treasures.

When Monsignor John Hannan was Parish Priest, The Scribble
was “The Official Journal of St Joseph’s and St Thomas
Aquinas’ South Yarra.” The title is taken from the opening
lines of The Pilgrim’s Progress, written by eminent 17th century
Shaken abruptly by the thought that Christmas is again upon us, English writer, John Bunyan: “Neither do I but vacant seasons
we might take stock - which is the purpose of this Advent Season spend, in this my scribble.”
– to look back briefly with thanks and ahead with a modicum of
hope. Personnel-wise the parish has been challenged and we
are grateful for the presence Fr John Sullivan temporally, and Fr
Matteo Cho more permanently, as we await the return of Fr Luca
from Korea. Meanwhile our long-serving retired colleague, Fr
Gerry Dullard is now lodged nearby in a care facility and finally
again he may be visited.
Most in the parish will now have some idea of what is meant by
‘Parish Mission Renewal’. The last few months have seen us
engage with neighbouring parishes to together begin to discuss
and discern our individual and collective futures as Catholic
communities within the wider Melbourne Archdiocese with an
eye to closer collaboration and awareness of our common
demographic and pastoral issues. This process will continue in
the new year.
May this coming celebration of Christmas bring us hope of a
more vibrant 2022 after the frustrations and disappointments of
2021. May Christ who remains with us always bring peace and
joy to each household. To return to and paraphrase our
Christmas carol:- “Our heart’s delight lies in a manger and shines
like the sun in the mother’s breast. You are the Alpha and
Omega! – Alpha es et O.”
Fr Brian Buckley OSA
PRAYER TO THE CHRIST CHILD
Make me, Jesus,
Like the wise men, adventurous in seeking you;
like the angels, ready to welcome you;
like the shepherds, eager to tell of you to others;
like the star, leading wanderers to you;
like the Holy Innocents, giving their lives for you;
like St Joseph, giving his all to you;
like Blessed Mary, fit to receive you;
but unlike the innkeeper, who had no room for you;
that poor innkeeper, who had no room for you! Amen

The editions we have cover some fascinating parish history;
there were four Masses at both St Joseph’s and at Thomas
Aquinas each Sunday; the new Parish Pastoral Council, in the
process of being formed, was vigorously discussed; problems
regarding the income from the Sacrificial (Planned) Giving were
explained ( the annual income for 1970 was $23,827!); the long
list of venues for Pre-Cana conferences (a “must” for young
couples being married) was listed; end-of-year activities at St
Joseph’s School, and thanks to the Presentation Sisters and lay
teachers were included. The Christmas music for Midnight Mass
was to be played from new-on-the-market CDs with Christmas
carols and music from some famous church venues around the
world. Life was perhaps simpler, but doubtless no less busy as
Christmas approached at the end of 1970 -71.
We would love to be able to publish more highlights of the life of
the parish over its many years. If you have any more copies of
The Scribble” or other parish publications stored away amongst
your family treasures, would you consider lending, or even
donating them to the parish archives, so that we may share more
titbits about our parish history?
So, what’s in a name? Wonderful parish history and memories
dating back at least fifty years or more! Fr Brian asked the
question; Should we revert to “The Scribble” for “The
Chronicle”? That’s why the two names head this edition. What
do you think? And would you be tempted to scribble for The
Scribble? Why not give it a go? The next edition will be in
Autumn 2022….
Di Brebner, editor

FAREWELL BILL FURNEAUX
On Sunday, 25th November 2018, at the
end of 10.30 Mass at St. Joseph’s
Church, a brief tribute was paid to Bill
Furneaux, one of our long-serving
parishioners, who had retired from some
of the many functions he served in our
parish. More than six feet tall, Bill
towered over most of us, but the
genuine warmth of his welcome before
Mass and his kindly manner in assisting
people and taking up the collections
made him a firm favourite among all the
St Joseph’s parishioners.
Bill was born in the old Queen Victoria Hospital, on the corner of
Lonsdale and Swanston Sts. in the city, where the QV building
now stands. His family lived near Nunawading and all six
children were educated at St. John’s School, Mitcham. Like
many others at that time, Bill left school to start work at age 14.
He worked for most of his life as a storeman and forklift driver.
Bill lived and served in our Parish for over 40 years, He recalled
how Fr. James Kavanagh O.S.A., appointed to the Parish in
1980, was one of the first Augustinians he met. Fr Jim promptly
involved him in the ministry of visiting the patients in the Alfred
Hospital, probably as one of the regular activities of the local
Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society at that time, and
to assist the then Alfred Chaplain, Fr. Pat Bourke O.S.A.
Here, in St. Joseph’s, he served the community in many and
varied ways. When laypeople were first commissioned as
Special Ministers of the Eucharist, Bill was one of the first to be
invited. When, in 2003, St. Francis Xavier’s Parish in Prahran
was closed down and its territory divided between East St. Kilda
and South Yarra Parishes, a minibus was made available by
Stonnington City Council to bring the elderly and more distant
parishioners who wished to come to 10.30 a.m. Mass at St
Joseph’s. Bill was once again one of the first to put up his hand,
and became one of the volunteer drivers for many years,
eventually driving the last of these parishioners in his own car.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ST JOSEPH’S OUTREACH
SERVICES (SJOS) IN 2021
The Board of Management
acknowledge with sadness
the death of SJOS Patron,
Sir James Gobbo.
As stated in recent media
tributes, “Sir James was a great man of deep faith who had a
passion for community organisations and volunteering and who
contributed in lasting ways to issues of law and Australia’s
multiculturalism”.
Life has been busy at SJOS despite the lockdowns during this
past year. All services have continued, thanks to the wonderful
support of a dedicated team of volunteers. The Food Store has
provided over 1,800 clients with food items and the supply of
bread has been constant to those in need. Also, the enthusiastic
Garden Club members have continued to harvest an array of
vegetables, herbs and fruit which are distributed through the
Food Store. One of the challenges over this time has been to
manage the increase in the overall cost of food items alongside
a reduction in donations of food store supplies.
There have been challenges in relation to occupancy of the
transitional units, however, with the ending of lockdowns, several
residents have been able to move into permanent housing.
Currently, only two (2) Units remain vacant.
SJOS is looking towards resuming a program of Community
Events in 2022 and look forward to your participation in these.
Special thanks to all volunteers, donors, and supporters; we
could not fulfill our Mission without you.
Joan Donoghue SJOS Chair
In 2021 SJOS has been glad to assist
many people who have turned to us in their
need. Please give generously to the Giving
Tree again this year, to help rebuild the
Food Store stocks for 2022.

As well as being one of the longest-serving Collectors at Mass
every Sunday, Bill would come to the Parish Office with two
other parishioners every week, to count the Sunday collections.
At Parish functions, such as BBQs and Working Bees, Bill was
rarely absent. For our Foodstore Bill was one of the regulars
who would pick up the Second Bite fruit and vegies from Prahran
Market on Sunday afternoons, and bring them to the Food Store
for the visitors who went home with delicious fresh fruit and
vegies. Bill would faithfully return the accumulation of crates and
boxes to the market each week.

Wondering what to give your loved ones for
Christmas? Why not consider a gift that
gives twice? The SJOS Christmas Gift Giving cards are again
available from the Parish office. Donations of $20, $50 or $100
via the cards will greatly assist the work of SJOS in 2022. We
are sure they will give your loved ones an extra feeling of warmth
and goodwill this Christmas!

For all this activity, Bill still found time to play lawn bowls,
managing a very creditable score, as well as maintaining a
regular circle of friends with whom he loved to socialize at
Melbourne Bowls Club in Windsor.

The Joy of Christmas has finally come to us. Coming out of our
sixth lockdown from Thursday 6th August to Friday 22nd October
it seemed it would never end.

During 2020, his health and his hearing deteriorating, Bill
reluctantly retired from all his generous activities in the parish.
Earlier this year he decided to move to Frankston, where he
could be nearer to some of his family who could care for him.
Those of us who knew and loved Bill will always remember him
as a gentle, unassuming giant who served our parish and his
God in that same gentle, unassuming manner that endeared him
to everyone.

We’ve endured more than 260 days under restrictions and felt
sad, lonely, tired, and frustrated during this time. However, we
were fortunate in being able to celebrate the Eucharist every
Saturday and Sunday livestreaming on Zoom and Facebook.
Livestream allowed us a sense of still being with our church
community. As the lockdown ended, there was a feeling of joy
and gratitude that Christ has indeed been with us throughout our
period of struggle.

Bill, we miss you. We pray that your retirement near your
extended family may be filled with much happiness and great
peace.
Thank you from the parishioners of St Joseph’s Church South
Yarra.
Taken from an article written by Fr Abel and published in the
Summer Chronicle, 2018

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

On behalf of Parish Pastoral Council, I would like to thank
everyone who volunteered their valuable time to bring the Mass
to our homes during lockdown. The Holy Spirit has kept our faith
strong even though we were unable to attend the mass
physically in church.
Finally, let us celebrate Christmas together as the parish
community of South Yarra as one Augustinian family. Wishing
you all a happy and safe Christmas.
Charles Staa PPC co-chair

WE REMEMBER THEM
These past two years have been most challenging for all of us
as we have lived through the perils and isolation of the COVID
Pandemic. We share the grief of the families of these very long
-time parishioners who have died recently, and whom we
remember with gratitude for all that they contributed to our
parish.

ADDIO NATALIZIA “NATALIE” GIOFRE
Natalie was born in Limpidi in Italy into a
family of five brothers and one sister.
She was married by “proxy” in November
1950 and arrived to live in Fitzgerald St in
February 1951 to be with her husband Joe
Giofre. She has lived in St Joseph’s parish
for 70 years with the last 1.5 years in
Nazareth Care in Camberwell.
Natalie’s faith was an important part of her
life with daily attendances at Mass,
Rosary, Stations of the Cross and Legion of Mary. She was
always supportive of fetes and School and Church functions.
Her love of knitting saw her knit many baby clothes to sell at
fetes.
In the early years Monsignor James Hannan was able to have
conversations in Italian with Natalie as she learnt English.
When the cook at the Presentation Convent left, Natalie
stepped in and introduced Italian cuisine into their dinners
while maintaining some of the Australian meals that she had
learnt to cook. The story goes that, after she had been
cooking for the Sisters for about two years and with three small
children at home, Natalie felt that she could not sustain the
very large work load, so she resigned from the convent
kitchen. Just one week later, the Mother Superior came to
Natalie’s home, begging her to come back to cook for the
sisters again. Her replacement cook, apparently, had not been
so good; the sisters all agreed that Natalie’s meals were more
tasty, varied, nutritious and delicious and they wanted her
back!
Natalie loved to cook and her lasagne and spaghetti and
meatballs were family favourites. She loved sharing her
homemade biscuits and after Mass would frequently invite her
church friends for tea, coffee and biscuits. The Fig tree in her
back yard was her pride and joy. Her other passion was her
garden in the front yard and the long stemmed roses and
flowers she enjoyed growing.
Natalie’s husband Joe passed away in October 1998. Since
then, she has enjoyed activities and outings with family and the
St Joseph’s community. She had many good friends from the
parish like Nat, Sonia, Juils, Jacqui, Di, Maria and the late
Luisa and Irene. Over the last few years Natalie welcomed
Fathers Jerry Dullard, John Barry, Abel, Brian, Dippi and
Percival, who provided spiritual support and friendship to her.
Natalie passed away on 15th November 2021 and is survived
by her three children and spouses, five grandchildren and
partners, and five great-grandchildren.
Addio, cara Naalie; reqquiscat in pace.
Gabriele Giofre, Natalie’s son

VALE DES WHITE
One of our former very long-serving parishioners,
Des White, died on October 20th in Adelaide.
A long-standing senior staff member with the
Bank of Adelaide, Des transferred to the
Melbourne branch of the bank as Travel Manager
in the early 80s, living here in South Yarra for
close to 40 years.
From the start Des became actively involved in
the parish; he was a lector and Special Minister at Mass and at the
Alfred Hospital, served many terms on the Parish Pastoral Council
and the Finance Committee, and worked enthusiastically at the
social and festive events in the parish.

Des was a much loved and valued parishioner and contributed
enormously to the life of the parish. About five years ago Des
decided to move back to Adelaide, his home town. He kept in
close contact with some parishioners, and was always keen to
hear news of the parish. Des, aged 90, died on October 20th.
Vale Des. Rest in peace,.

Di Brebner

R.I.P SIR JAMES GOBBO AC, CVO, QC
It was with much sadness that we heard of the recent death of
our SJOS Patron, Sir James Gobbo.
When he was appointed Governor of
Victoria in 1997, and took up residence
at Government House, Sir James and
his wife, Lady Shirley became regulars
at St Thomas Aquinas Church at the
9am Mass on Sundays. It was after
Mass one Sunday that Fr John Barry,
Parish Priest at the time, invited Sir
James to become the Patron: he readily and graciously agreed,
and remained patron for the rest of his life.
Apart from his work in the legal field, Sir James was very
involved with, and strongly supported, multiculturalism in
Australia. He was enthusiastic about volunteering and very
interested in seeing small volunteer organisations grow within
the community. Lady Shirley Gobbo was a staunch supporter of
SJOS, and a former volunteer; she would be found hard at
work on the cleaning of the transitional units, sometimes
assisted by Sir James.
The Board of Management of SJOS was very proud to have Sir
James as our patron. As was stated in recent media, “Sir
James was a man of faith, family and heritage, and a true
servant of civil society in very many ways.”
Addio, Sir James; requiscat in pace.

Bernadette Dennis

ADIEU RAYMONDE WROBLEWSKI
On the 14 of October, a long time
parishioner,
Raymonde
Wroblewski,
passed away. She moved here in 2006 to
live with her daughter, Murielle, and to
attend to her husband, Stanley, who was
in care in Windsor.
Raymonde was born in Coubeyrac near
Bordeaux, France. She and the little
Murielle came to Melbourne to join her husband, Stanley, in
1957. They settled in Fawkner.
Raymonde was a person of deep faith which she practised for
44 years in the Parish of St. Matthews in Fawkner. She was a
much loved member of he parish, active in many parish
activities and prayer groups.
On joining the Parish in South Yarra, she became a member of
Augustinian Friends and assisted in preparing the yearly parish
barbeque and in the catering and preparation of various parish
social activities.
Raymonde was a woman of great personal strength, who coped
with several major illnesses with courage and a great trust in
God’s continual care. When she was no longer able to attend
Mass due to illness, she was kindly ministered to by Father
Abel who brought her communion, prayed with her and
administered the Anointing of the Sick.
The Wroblewski family are deeply grateful for the support
received from members of St. Joseph’s Parish during
Raymonde’s prolonged illness and at the sad time of her
passing.
Adieu, chère Raymonde; repose en paix
Murielle Wroblewski

