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“We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20) 

An invitation to each of us 

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day – 
“We cannot but speak about what we have seen 
and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a summons to each of 
us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear 
in our hearts. This mission has always been the 
hallmark of the Church, for “she exists to 
evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 
14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its 
prophetic power and its ability to awaken 
amazement and gratitude when we become 
isolated and withdraw into little groups. By its 
very nature, the life of faith calls for a growing 
openness to embracing everyone, everywhere. 
The first Christians, far from yielding to the 

temptation to become an elite group, were inspired by the Lord and his offer of new life to 
go out among the nations and to bear witness to what they had seen and heard: the good 
news that the Kingdom of God is at hand. They did so with the generosity, gratitude and 
nobility typical of those who sow seeds in the knowledge that others will enjoy the fruit of 
their efforts and sacrifice. I like to think that “even those who are most frail, limited and 
troubled can be missionaries in their own way, for goodness can always be shared, even if it 
exists alongside many limitations” (Christus Vivit, 239). 

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year on the penultimate Sunday of October, 
we recall with gratitude all those men and women who by their testimony of life help us to 
renew our baptismal commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the Gospel. Let us 
remember especially all those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to 
bring the Gospel to all those places and people athirst for its saving message. 

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are inspired to be courageous ourselves and to 
beg “the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that 
the call to mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from earlier times. Today 
too Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges 
them to go forth to the peripheries of our world as messengers and agents of compassion. 
He addresses this call to everyone, and in different ways. We can think of the peripheries all 
around us, in the heart of our cities or our own families. Universal openness to love has a 
dimension that is not geographical but existential. Always, but especially in these times of 
pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily ability to widen our circle, to reach out to 
others who, albeit physically close to us, are not immediately part of our “circle of interests” 
(cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe 
with him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters. May his compassionate love 
touch our hearts and make us all true missionary disciples. 

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptized the desire to be salt and 
light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14).    To read more go to this link. 
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