AB’S History Corner
Next time you are at St Thomas Aquinas please look at the beautiful blue and
yellow ceramics on the façade of church. These exquisite ceramics were made by
The South Yarra Fire Brick Company, which operated in the Toorak Road and Chapel
Street area of South Yarra from around 1940.
In 1982 the assets of The South Yarra Fire Brick Company were sold to the Darley
Firebrick Company. David Mitchell, Dame Nellie Melba’s father, was one of the founders and
largest shareholders of this company.
The first Pope to change his name was John II in 533. His baptismal
name was Mercury. Perhaps being named after a pagan god of financial
gain, commerce, eloquence, luck, trickery and thieves would not be so
fitting for a Pope? The practise of a name change on being appointed a
Bishop of Rome became universal from the time of Pope Sergius IV in
1009.

Andrew Balcerzak

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH: AMY YU

St Joseph’s Baptismal font for a number of years; however,
about fifteen years ago it was stolen and never recovered.”

Amy is also one of the parishioners who, over the years, has
been a foundation member in many important programs that
the parish runs today. These include being a member of the
Liturgy Committee; the Augustinian Friends; taking
Communion to the patients in the Alfred Hospital; serving in
the parish Food Store and helping on the Bread Run,
collecting bread donations from local bakeries and making it
available to people in need through the Food Store which
helps many of the people in need in our community.
Originally from Hong Kong, Amy arrived in Melbourne as a 17- Amy sees her various works as part of her commitment to
year-old and completed her studies in Music at Melbourne
God. “We are the Church and it is up to us to make the
University before moving into South Yarra to flat with a girlChurch function in all of these important ways. We have to
friend. One day she wandered into the St Joseph’s Church
get involved, to keep the good works of the parish going. It is
and met Fr Gallagher who found out she was a musician and about Jesus’ message to us: “I am in your midst as one who
astutely asked her to play the organ for Mass the following
serves.” Otherwise our Church will not function.”
Sunday. Fifty years on, Amy is STILL playing the organ at
both St Joseph’s and St Thomas! “I told Fr Gallagher I was a
Amy hopes to continue to her involvement in the parish as
pianist, not an organist, especially on the Fincham organ built long as she can and she encourages other members to get
for St Joseph’s in the 1880s, but somehow I was good enough
involved. She is a shining example of true faith and
and that is all that was needed.” Amy laughs.
commitment .
Rachael McKenzie Meckel
A talented musician and teacher for many years, Amy is also
is a gifted painter with a particular passion in iconography.
She learned this specific and unusual painting technique
many years ago, almost quite by accident. “In the 1980s I was
CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE.
attending a Christian Meditation group at St Peter’s Anglican
Church in East Melbourne when I was introduced to the Vicar
who was also an iconographer,” Amy explains, “and I felt that
RECONCILIATION
God had prepared me to meet and work with him. The group
Before & After weekday Masses
would pray before the class and we would ask God to bless
and Saturdays at
the materials we worked with and to use us as instruments to
St. Joseph’s. 5.15—5.45 p.m.
reflect his glory,”
MASS TIMES;
Writing icons, as it is known, is a painstakChristmas Eve: 24th Dec.
ingly slow and dedicated artistic and spirFamily Mass
6.00 p.m. St. Joseph’s
itual process. It requires many hours of
Night
Mass
7.00 p.m. St Thomas Aquinas
working with natural products such as
(Mid) Night Mass
9.00 p.m. St Joseph’s
wood and linen, symbolic of Jesus’ cross
and the shroud he was wrapped in after
Christmas Day:
9.00 a.m. St. Thomas Aquinas
his death. “Every stage is deeply symbol10.30
a.m. St. Joseph’s.
ic. I have written many icons in my life and
it’s a labour of love,” says Amy. “One, of
New Year’s Day:
9.00 a.m. St. Thomas Aquinas
the Baptism of Jesus, took 18 months to
10.30 a.m. St. Joseph’s.
write and it was given to the church to thank God for giving
me the gifts of music and art. This specific icon hung above
If you’ve been a member of the Parish of
South Yarra for any period of time in the past
50 years then you would surely have come
across one of its most effervescent members, Ms Amy Yu. A sprightly lady with an
infectious sense of humour, Amy has been
very active member of the Parish of South
Yarra for more than five decades.
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THE PARISH CHRONICLE - LEGACY OF FR ABEL VAN DER VEER OSA
When Fr Abel moved to South Yarra in 2011, he thought he was coming into semi-retirement, having
served many years in several Augustinian parishes as well as spending some years as a chaplain to the
RAAF. How times changed! One of his many achievements was the establishment of the St Joseph’s
Parish Chronicle which he faithfully edited four times each year. His final edition, for Christmas 2018,
was edition no.26 – a mammoth effort by Abel and a lasting legacy to our parish. The Chronicle has
recorded a huge number of stories about parish people and events. This year, after a hiatus of some
months, Fr Brian has encouraged several parishioners to take up the challenge and continue production
of the Chronicle.
Thanks to the ravages of COVID-19 our usual parish activities have been cut to almost nothing in 2020. So, as we
recommence publication we will take up some different perspectives: we will highlight the wonderful stories of the parish
involvements of our long-serving parishioners; we remember those who died during 2020 and whom we were not able to
celebrate together. We’ll include some historical snippets and some thought-provoking articles that will give us food for
thought as our churches reopen and our parish returns to “normal” life.
Honouring Fr Abel, we continue the title, extending it to include the names of both churches: Parish of South Yarra: The
Chronicle. It will continue to be published four times each year. We hope you will enjoy this Christmas rebirth and
encourage to you consider writing an article for future publications. Thank you Fr Abel!
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM OUR PARISH PRIEST
A Christmas, perhaps like none other in
living memory is exactly a month away
as I write.
Normally I would be preparing cards,
considering end of year gatherings and
parish events.
You yourself might like to try completing
the same sentence “I would normally be
………….”
But this is not a normal time.
Fortuitously we have reopened our churches in time for the
Advent Season, a time of hope and promise.
For many in our community it has been a long desert
journey. Perhaps we will not need a Lent in 2021?
Still there have been blessings and welcome surprises.
People continue to come to, as well as leave our community.
We all take stock now. Have I been changed? Can it be the
same as it was? Am I ready to resume my life of faith with
others? There will be many different answers and I sense a
time to readjustment will be needed.
To all, as we approach Christmas, a word of reassurance.
Journeying together again will be surely better than our
solitary trekking of the past nine months.
Fr Brian
A LETTER FROM THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN
Dear parishioners,
Firstly, let me introduce myself; my name is Charles Staa and
currently I serve as the Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council
of the Parish of South Yarra for the period of 2020-2021. The
current PPC members for this year are Tony Grant

(Co-Chairman), Susie Rodeghiero (Secretary), Daniel Dorall,
Annie Shi and Mary Greene. Committee representatives are
Paul Mulqueen (Finance), Di Brebner (Liturgy), Marc Lim
(YAM), Janet Maher (SJOS and Haven Liaison).
2020 has been challenging for all of us in South Yarra.
We began the year learning about the unknown virus that had
infected many people in Wuhan, China. Who would have
thought that this infection would affect people’s lives throughout
the world? In our Parish, sombre feelings started when it was
announced on 1st March that there should be no Communion
from the Chalice at Mass. Then, Masses were cancelled, our
churches were closed. Our AGM was cancelled; and Fr Luca
had to leave the parish for some treatment in Sydney and then
in South Korea. We were left with the feelings of despair and
sadness as we could not visit the House of God.
Thankfully, with the blessing of Jesus Christ, Mother Mary, and
the Holy Spirit, we were able to livestream the Mass via Zoom
and Facebook. These virtual Masses would not be possible
without the skills of Rob Huggins and Terence Thambi who
have volunteered enormous time and effort to allow us to gather
together to celebrate the Eucharist. I personally thank Rob and
Terence for their invaluable contributions.
As time went by, we received much feedback from our
parishioners about the need to gather to keep our parish alive
outside the virtual Masses. We were able to Zoom nine evening
talks with guest speakers. We thank them for their invaluable
contributions to the parish.
Finally, I am profoundly grateful to all parishioners who have
joined the Masses and the evening talk sessions through Zoom
and Facebook. We as parishioners have shown that we are
resilient in our faith and would persevere to continue to practice
our Christian beliefs in these trying times.
Thank you and may God bless us all with rivers of His holy love
and peace in Jesus’ name, Amen.
Yours sincerely,
Charles Staa

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

THANKS TO ANNE SEMPLE

This year the Parish of South Yarra welcomed
candidates for the Sacramental Programs for Reconciliation and The Eucharist. We had eight participants for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and seven participants
for the Sacrament of Eucharist including one participant
in the RCIA program.

After many years of serving in various
parish capacities, Anne Semple has retired from her last role, as sacristan at St
Joseph’s. On Sunday 13th December, at
Mass, Fr Brian formally thanked Anne for
her many contributions to the parish. We
ask God’s richest blessings on her in her
retirement. Thank you Anne!

Due to the pandemic, we have been unable to have live
classes for the children so have adopted online teaching
through Zoom since March; we are delighted to see how
innovative, useful and creative this platform could be.
Parents were happy to have their children login into our
online classes every Thursday.
When the restrictions started to be lifted, we invited our
children for Reconciliation to attend a small preparation
class in the church followed by the celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, given by our Parish Priest;
Father Brian.
This month on November 29, we had the joy of four of
our children, Elsa and Arthur Phillips, Morgan Tanti and
Clara Bycroft receiving the Eucharist for the first time
surrounded by their families and friends. Our RCIA
candidate, Shenae Holloway, was welcomed into the
Church and received the Eucharist on Saturday,
December 5th.
A joyous end to a challenging year!
AGED CARE HOMES
Due to the pandemic, we were unable to visit people in
the local nursing homes on a regular basis. However,
the Parish Pastoral Assistant has been in touch with the
lovely elderly residents by regularly writing to them,
sending prayers and daily updates of the Church without
being in physical contact with them.
We have received positive feedback from the
supervisors of the nursing homes as well as the
residents who felt supported and part of the community
of faith despite the pandemic affecting our daily lives.
We are still communicating with the nursing homes and
are hoping to be able to visit them soon
Stefphy Coosnapa; Parish Pastoral Assistant
LITURGY
What a strange and, for many, an alienating experience
to have lived through almost the whole year without
being able to gather physically in our churches to
celebrate Mass together, especially during Holy Week
and Easter, when the ceremonies were cancelled and
the emptiness of the churches was eerie!
Our renewed appreciation and thanks to our
technicians, Robert, Terence and Shaun, who enabled
us to come together so wonderfully via Zoom Mass
from our own churches into our homes. Special thanks
too, to all our musicians, singers and readers who
brought us the Word and song remotely from the
churches or from their homes, helping to keep our spirits
up and our hopes alive as we prayed for an end to
COVID 19. Our special thanks to Fr Brian for his
leadership through this demanding year.
May this Christmas bring us many blessings and much
delight as we gather again in our churches to celebrate
and sing again the joys of Christmas!
Di Brebner

The mission statement of the Young Adults
Ministry (YAM) is ... to engage young adults
through friendship and service, by journeying
together in faith, and discovering Jesus in
ourselves and each other. This year, we
probably needed to add the words ‘via Zoom’ at the end of
that statement!
2020 started off like any other
year for YAM with a sunny
summer BBQ at Fawkner Park in
March; unbeknown to us, this
was our last physical gathering
together as a group this year.
We had to quickly familiarise
ourselves with the functions of
Zoom, and we organised an
Easter Sunday Mass specifically for YAM, celebrated by a
familiar face to many of us, Fr Percival.
Later we facilitated a Games Night via Zoom in July, and
most recently in October, we hosted a Q&A with Patrice
Moriarty from the Archdiocese of Parramatta, as part of the
Parish fortnightly Zoom Conferences. And to maintain
some level or normality through it all, YAM have been
leading the 6pm Saturday Vigil masses, where YAM members participated virtually as readers, singers or musicians.
Marc Lim
PARISH WELCOMES, CELEBRATIONS AND
FAREWELLS
During this year, despite the Coronavirus lockdown, through
the saving waters of the Sacrament of Baptism our parish
welcomed Prescott Ratcliff, Isla Peric, Ella Malepa, Arabella
Alston, Henry Alston, Artis McGee, Lucinda Vasallo, Tristan
Tran, Edward Nolan, Frederick Walker and Sophia Boyde.
We rejoice that the Sacrament of Marriage was celebrated by
Nicholas Fanning & Rebecca Kotsakidis; Jeremy Rodrigues &
Alexandria Solante; Francesco Cambria & Erica Donaghy;
Chiang Sigid Fu & Elizabeth Yu; Dean Di Sipio & Leandra
Masino; Jean Paul Ghougassian & Kylie Kranz; Julian Martin
& Romy Hockley; Cristian Cazaux & Nataly Hidalgo and
Barry Bashour & Cassandra Calleja.
We have been deeply saddened by the deaths of sixteen
much loved parishioners whose families with whom we could
not gather to celebrate their lives and bid them farewell.
Fr John Barry OSA; Dr Maurice Wallin; Esmeralda (Beb)
Larsen; Richard Stanley QC; David Goller; Sergio Fassio;
Jean De Campo; Terence Waters; Tomasz Grabinski;
Mary Gaynor; Anita D’Andrea; Anthony Alfred; Elfrida Kiss;
Antonietta Miach; Margaret Greene and Antoinette Bennett.
May they rest in peace, enjoying the fullness of God’s abiding
love forever.

ZOOMING IN ON PARISH LIFE

Fr Brian Buckley OSA

The past eight months have challenged
faith communities in many ways. Pastoral
visitation, meetings, social gathering, and of
course congregations have been severely
impacted. As with every other parish we
have scrambled to meet the needs of our
people by phone, mail, email, websites and
online streaming platforms, and amid all the consternation
some positive things have also emerged.
While some were immediately disadvantaged, many others
have discovered a new found facility with online and mobile
communication, joining livestreamed worship and meetings
from the convenience of their homes.
In the absence of regular parish events and special celebrations, the idea of hosting guest speakers has met with general approval. The range of speakers and topics has meant
that we have hopefully provided something stimulating for
everyone regardless of age or interests. A brief review of
our offerings may be worth recording here in one place
Fr TONY BANKS OSA
The parish was fortunate to have Fr Tony
Banks, Assistant General of the Augustinians,
residing with us for a period. He kindly accepted
an invitation to address parishioners on the
evening of July 15th at 7pm on the subject “The
Evolving Church”. Fr Tony brings to us a
wealth of experience of the life of the world
Church and the Augustinian Order.
SR MARY COLOE PBVM
We were grateful that Sr Mary Coloe pbvm, an
internationally recognised scholar of the
Gospel of John and someone known to many
of us, offered to present a talk on the Book of
Revelation with the title of “Apocalypse Now”
on Tuesday August 11th . Mary is Associate
Professor at Yarra Theological Union of the
University of Divinity.
FR JOE FARRELL OSA

On Tuesday Sept 1st at 7pm Fr Joe Farrell OSA
spoke to us via Zoom on a work of St Augustine
entitled “On the Happy Life”. Fr Joe has served in
Rome as an assistant general of the Order for the
past seven years and has made a deep study of
Augustinian spirituality.

RHYANNON ELLIOT
On Tuesday Sept 17th at 7pm Rhyannon Elliot
of Catholic Care Melbourne moderated a session for parishioners on self care in a time of
pandemic. Rhyannon has a vast experience in
counselling and marriage preparation in the
Archdiocese.
FR FUTOSHI MATSUO OSA
Our September 29th Zoom conference featured a young Augustinian priest in Japan, Fr
Futoshi Matsuo OSA. Fr Futoshi was ordained
in 2017 and now serves in a parish in
Nagasaki, where he also teaches. The session
opened a window for us on the Church in a
different part of the Asia Pacific at this time of
pandemic, from an Augustinian perspective.

PATRICE MORIARTY
‘Spiritual Nourishment during
COVID’ Hosted by YAM, this session on
October 13th was in a Q&A format, where
topics such as not being able to gather or
receive the Sacraments were discussed,
and we heard the insights of Patrice
Moriarty, an experienced youth minister
who leads the Social Justice Office at the
Diocese of Parramatta.
SR LORRAINE TESTA ASJM
The October 29th Thursday night 7pm conference was led by Sr Lorraine Testa a
local Augustinian sister who addresses the
question of “Ageing – Can it be Good?” – a
thought-provoking and encouraging
conversation on ageing.
FR MICHAEL SULLIVAN OSA
Fr Michael Sullivan agreed to spend an
hour with us from Vietnam on our Zoom
Conference of Thursday November 12th at
7pm. It was a great opportunity to hear
about his first year in his new missionary
assignment and learn something of the
Vietnamese Church.
FR PERCIVAL SEVARE OSA
For our Zoom Conference on Tuesday November 24th Fr Percival joined us for a session from his current location in Sydney.
Fr Percival now works as Provincial Secretary of the Augustinians in Australia as well
as his many other duties including vocations
director.

One final thought……. Had we perhaps planned a series
of guest speakers through the same period in a normal
year in the parish, I doubt we would have had as many in
attendance. As we said at the beginning, some positive
things have emerged during this time of isolation from
each other.

In 2020 SJOS has been glad to assist many people who
have turned to us in their need. Please
give generously to the Giving Tree
again this year, to help rebuild the
Food Store stocks for 2021.
Wondering what to give your loved
ones for Christmas? Why not consider
a gift that gives twice? The SJOS
Christmas Gift Giving cards are again available from
the Parish office. Donations of $20, $50 or $100 via the
cards will greatly assist the work of SJOS in 2021. We
are sure they will give your loved ones an extra feeling of
warmth and goodwill this Christmas!
Our warmest thanks to all the volunteers and supporters
of SJOS in our parish and beyond.
Christmas blessings to each one of you.

