Lent Week Three
A Creatively Courageous Father
As we read the infancy narratives, we may often
wonder why God did not act in a more direct and clear
way. If at times God seems not to help us, surely this
does not mean that we have been abandoned, but
instead are being trusted to plan, to be creative, and to
find solutions ourselves.
The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and
the child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed
to eat, to find a home and employment. It does not
take much imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face concrete problems
like every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk
their lives to escape misfortune and hunger.
At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel tells us that he gets up,
takes the child and his mother, and does what God commanded him. Indeed, Jesus and
Mary his Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith.
We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting Jesus and Mary, for they
are also mysteriously entrusted to our own responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of
the Almighty came into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be defended,
protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found in
him someone who would not only save her life, but would always provide for her and her
child. In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and
his mother, and we too, by our love for the Church, continue to love the child and his
mother.
That child Jesus would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me”. Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or
dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the child” whom Joseph
continues to protect. We must learn to love the child and his mother, to love the sacraments
and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each of these realities is always the child and
his mother.

(from Pope Francis – “With a Father’s Heart”)

