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PARISH PRAYER 

Lord, help us, 

your parish community of South Yarra, 

to be open to the call of your word. 

 

Grant us the grace to be sensitive 

to the needs of each other 

and to show a welcoming spirit to all. 

 

Create in us a generous spirit 

so that we may build, protect and affirm 

a more loving community. 

Amen 

AUGUSTINIAN CHILD PROTECTION POLICY STATEMENT - PROVINCE OF AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Augustinians recognise and uphold the dignity and rights of all children and are committed to 
ensuring their safety and wellbeing.  
 
The Province, in its communities and ministries, recognises and affirms that each child should be 
cherished as a gift from God with an inherent right to dignity which shall be respected, nurtured and 
protected by all.  
 
The Province undertakes to do everything possible to create safe environments in our ministries where 
the welfare of children, young people and other vulnerable persons is paramount.  
 
In our parishes, colleges and ministries in Australia and overseas we pledge to pay particular attention to 
the pastoral care and welfare of the young placed under our guidance.  
 
(From a document of the Australian Province Mid-Chapter July 2016) 
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An Augustinian parish values... 

 offering a personal and unconditional welcome to all and the opportunity for 
friendship and social interaction in different contexts 

 the personal attributes of its members and the diversity of gifts they bring: their 
expertise and talents; their commitment and sense of shared responsibility and 
loyalty 

 commitment to social justice within and beyond our immediate community 

 the opportunities and encouragement provided for leadership and service in      
different ministries in the parish and broader community 

 the leadership and service of the ordained ministers, religious and Parish                    
Associates, support staff and volunteers 

 the history and traditions of our faith drawn together under the Augustinian                  
charism 

 the ecumenical diversity of different faith traditions in the wider community 

 meeting the challenges of the times, being open to change, and responding               
constructively 

 the responsible stewardship of its resources 

The Augustinians 

The Augustinians are a religious Order in the Catholic Church whose special call it is to live 

together in communities of love, humility, friendship and a sharing of the goods in the service 

of the Gospel. 

Inspired by the teaching and spirituality of St. Augustine of Hippo, Fr James Alypius Goold 

came to Australia in 1838 to work in the Sydney area. Later he moved to the colony of Victoria 

and became the first bishop and archbishop of Melbourne where he served from 1848 until his 

death in 1886.  

 The Augustinians came to the Parish of South Yarra in 1976 where they have become the 

inspiration of its Social Outreach to the poor, the homeless and the disadvantaged. 
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Parish Vision Statement 

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one 
in mind and heart on the way to God,  

 where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through prayer 
and celebration of the Eucharist,  

 where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others 
in the wider community,  

 where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
seek to draw others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

 and where the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a                     
central and fundamental responsibility.   

                                                                                   Amended April 2019 

The Parish of South Yarra acknowledges the Wurundjeri people who are the                     

Traditional Custodians of the Land. 

We also pay our respects to the Elders both past and present of the Kulin Nations 

and extend that respect to other Indigenous Australians who are present in our 

community. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021 

AGENDA 

 

Date: Sunday 14th March 2021 

Time: 11.45am 

Place: St Joseph’s Church South Yarra 

 

Parish Priest: Father Brian Buckley OSA 

Co-Chairs:       Charles Staa & Anthony (Tony) Grant  

Secretary:  Susie Smith 

 

 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer—Fr. Brian Buckley OSA.  

2. Apologies  

3. Presentation and Acceptance of Minutes of 2020 Annual General Meeting  

4. Presentation of 2020-2021 Annual Report—Fr. Brian Buckley OSA  

5. Presentation of Annual Financial Report—Aimee Helleren  

6. Questions arising from the 2019—2020 Annual Report  

7. Acceptance of Annual Reports 

8. Acknowledgement of retiring Council members 

9. Presentation and acceptance of nominees for Council   

10. Other business  

11. Meeting closure 
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PARISH OF SOUTH YARRA 

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

SUNDAY  22nd MARCH 2019      

MINUTES 

 

The AGM was cancelled due to COVID-19 virus. 

 

 

 

 

 Confirmation of Parish Annual Reports 2019-2020 and New Council Members  

Following a series of telephone conversations Sunday afternoon March 22nd below are presented the results of a 

canvas of opinion among current or recent PPC members and Committee reps.  

On the basis of 8 positive responses we may say that the 2019 minutes are accepted. The Annual Report was   

accepted with a number of minor amendments. The two nominees for Council membership were approved.  
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             Parish of South Yarra 

               Parish Pastoral Council 

               Constitution 

 

Vision Statement 

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one in mind and heart on the 
way to God, where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through prayer and celebration 
of the Eucharist, where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others in the wider 
community, where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and seek to draw    
others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

 

Role of the Parish Pastoral Council  

To provide leadership by promoting the concept of Christian community 

To provide the Parish Priest and the Augustinian community with advice and to represent the views of 

other parishioners in respect to pastoral matters pertaining to the operations of our parish. 

To assist our parish leadership in planning for the future needs of the parish 

To provide practical assistance and support to our parish leadership in day to day pastoral activities 

To represent the parish in the wider community in both spiritual and secular activities 

Composition 

The Council shall comprise of a minimum of seven and a maximum of 12 (not including members of the                     

Augustinian Community who may wish to attend) members whose nominations are to be confirmed and                    

accepted at the parish Annual General Meeting. Members of the Parish Pastoral Council shall be: 

The Parish Priest, or in his absence, his nominee and members of the Augustinian Community 

One nominated representative from the existing parish groups including but not limited to: 

Finance Committee 

St Joseph’s Outreach Services 

Liturgy Committee 

Pastoral support 

Other nominated parishioners to constitute the 12 members of the Council 

If there are more nominations than positions vacant, there will be an election at the AGM. 

Eligibility for Election 

Any Catholic who is a regular attendee of Mass at St Joseph’s or St Thomas Aquinas’ is eligible to be                        

nominated to the Pastoral Council. 

Term 

Each elected member may serve two consecutive terms unopposed.  The length of each term is of two years.  

Limitation of Tenure 

No nominated member will serve more than two terms consecutively. A member may be re-nominated after                    

a one year hiatus. 
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Office Bearers 
Office bearers shall comprise: 

Chairperson 

Deputy Chairperson 

Secretary 

Deputy Secretary 

 

Roles of Office Bearers 
The Chairperson’s role is one of leadership of the Pastoral Council, and as chair of the council meetings, should 

be one of encouragement to all members to give their opinions and contribute to decision-making. 

The Chairperson needs a close liaison with the Parish Priest, and to be involved in the preparation of the            

agenda for each meeting. 

The Chairperson of the Pastoral Council prepares a report for each Annual General Meeting of the parish of 

South Yarra, and presides at that meeting. 

The Deputy Chairperson presides at meetings of the Pastoral Council when the Chairperson is unable to attend, 

and assumes any other relieving responsibilities which may be necessary. 

The Secretary participates in the preparation of the agenda for each meeting of the Pastoral Council and                        

ensures that the agenda is available for distribution to members prior to the meeting. The Secretary is also                     

responsible for recording the minutes of each Pastoral Council meeting and the Annual General Meeting and 

for their distribution. 

Nominations for the Parish Pastoral Council  
Nominations of Council members shall be presented at the parish Annual General Meeting. Nominations shall 

be given in writing by any parishioner at least two weeks prior to the AGM. 

All nominees must be present at the AGM to be eligible for election. 

 

Election of Office Bearers  
Election of office bearers shall be at the first Council meeting after the Parish Annual General Meeting.                      

The Parish Priest will preside at this meeting until a President is elected. Election will be by simple majority of 

the  elected members present. 

Quorum 

Quorum will comprise the Parish Priest or his nominee, plus one office bearer, plus six other members of the 
Council. In the absence of a quorum any decisions thus made will be deemed to be interim  decisions and will 
be ratified at the subsequent properly constituted Council meeting unless objections are   received. 

Meetings 
The Council will meet at least ten times a year. The Chairperson will be in the chair. 

In the Chairperson’s absence, the Deputy Chairperson will chair. In the Deputy Chairperson’s absence, the                 

Parish Priest or his nominee will chair. 
 

 
Meetings – Standing Agenda Items 

The agenda of each ordinary meeting of the Council shall contain standing agenda items. All reports are to be 
written and provided to the Council members for consideration at least 48hrs prior to the meeting. Length of 
reports not to exceed one page. 

 

If any parish committees or parishioner have made a recommendation on any matter to the Council, that 
recommendation should be considered by the Council and either endorsed or further advice  given.   
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Motions 
All motions will be carried by simple majority of those members present. 

 

Absences 
If a Council member misses three consecutive meetings without leave from the Chairperson, that member’s position 

may be declared vacant at the next Council meeting. 

 

Casual Vacancies 
The Pastoral Council may appoint an eligible parishioner to fill a vacancy at any time during the year. 

 

Annual General Meetings 
A general meeting will be held annually to review the activities of the parish during the preceding year, to                      

present future strategies, and to confirm elected members to fill vacant positions on the Pastoral Council. The 

Chairperson of the Council will chair the meeting. All parishioners are eligible to attend and vote. Twenty-one 

days advance notice of the Annual General Meeting must be given. 

 

Submissions by Parishioners 
Parishioners wishing to have any matter considered at the Annual General Meeting will be required to submit 

such a matter in writing to the Secretary of the Council not less than fourteen days before the Annual General 

Meeting. 

 

Extraordinary General Meeting 
An extraordinary general meeting may be convened at any time by the Parish Priest, the Council, the                          

Chairperson of the Council, or on the written request of not less than ten parishioners who shall sign the notice 

of request and append their residential address. Not less than fourteen days notice shall be given of any                      

extraordinary general meeting. 

 

Change to Constitution 

The Constitution of the Council can be changed only at the Annual General Meeting or at an extraordinary                     

general meeting provided that at least seven days notice is given, and at least two-thirds of those present 

at the Annual General Meeting or extraordinary general meeting, who are eligible to vote, agree to such a 

change. 

 

Financial Management 
The Council has no financial responsibilities whatsoever; however, the Parish Priest may at his discretion seek 

the Council’s advice on items of expenditure. 



11 

 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

 

IT was at the time of the Annual General Meeting of the 

Parish last year that the reality of the COVID-19 Pandemic hit 

us. We had arranged the date, time and agreed the location in 

St Joseph’s Church only at the last minute to abandon it in the 

face of the severity of the situation and the looming 

restrictions. We have been under a constant restraint since 

that time really, with both times where the clouds cleared 

only to prove a premature reprieve and then be plunged back 

into lockdown. We have been changed by the experience 

both individually and as a community. 

Online liturgies and temporary clergy visits allowed us to limp through the worst of it and I am grateful 

to the technical team, the musicians, and our visitors, Frs Tony Banks, Percival Sevare, Peter Jones and 

now Jepser Bermudez, my Augustinian brothers all, in the continuing absence of Fr Luca Park and the 

would-be Korean Chaplain, FR Matteo Cho, neither of whom have been able to come to Melbourne 

from Korea. 

It was a time of innovation with work on the parish archives, the relocation of the parish library, the 

restoration of the parish magazine, The Chronicle, and many online or hybrid  meetings to manage the 

affairs of the parish. In the midst of this, new parishioners have arrived and become involved while 

others sadly have made final farewells and been mourned. 

The Parish Council has been nimble and even welcomed new members despite the difficulties of 

meeting and planning things. It is indicative that the whole team is yet to meet in person throughout a 

whole twelve month period. 

Sacramental programs were managed as best we could and I am grateful again to Stefphy Coosnapa and 

Di Brebner for their sterling support and energy. Hopefully the programs will resume in a more familiar  

way in the coming months.  

The memories and disappointments of a quiet and sombre Easter was at least partly erased by the 

gatherings permitted back in church just in time for Christmas. While there was not a single major parish 

event or occasion to celebrate, volunteers soldiered on and the work of our outreach services (SJOS) 

continued unabated to meet real needs. 

2021 began with the hope of brighter things and the prospect of a parish celebration for the Feast of St 

Joseph, in the Year of Saint Joseph promulgated by Pope Francis. None of us will emerge the same 

person from this testing period. But there have been moments of grace and joyful surprise among the 

challenges. It is wonderful to see christenings and marriages again being celebrated. 

Finally a sincere vote of thanks to parish staff, committee members and our many faithful volunteers. 

May Saint Joseph our patron and protector of the Church continue to guide us.     

Fr Brian Buckley OSA 

Parish Priest  
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 

“One in mind and heart on the way to God” 

Parish of South Yarra Pastoral Council 2020-2021 

Parish Priest: Fr Brian Buckley, OSA 

Chair: Charles Staa 

Co-Chair: Tony Grant 

Secretary: Susie Rodeghiero 

Elected members: Daniel Dorall, Annie Shi, Mary Greene, Stuart Phillips (retired) 

 

The Parish of South Yarra has experienced a challenging year in 2020 due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  

As a result, we could not receive Communion from the Chalice  and then due to the growing cases in Victoria, the 

masses had to be cancelled. In addition, the AGM had to be cancelled and Fr Luca travelled to Sydney and then on 

to South Korea with no immediate prospect of returning. 

During the year, the PPC experienced some personnel changes. We farewelled PPC secretary , Stuart Phillips and 

welcomed Susie Rodeghiero, Annie Shi and Mary Greene. The parish is very grateful for all the service and 

commitment of our current and retired PPC members. 

As time progressed, the Parish was able to livestream the mass via Zoom and Facebook. These virtual masses 

would not have been possible without the help of Rob Huggins and Terence Thambi who volunteered their 

technical skills to Zoom the Eucharist weekly. The Parish thank Rob and Terence for their invaluable contributions. 

Feedback  was received from our parishioners about the need to gather to keep our parish active and alive outside 

the virtual masses. The Parish was able to hold nine evening talks online via Zoom with several guest speakers who 

covered wide range of topics. We thank them for their invaluable contribution to the parish. 

Fr Tony Banks OSA, 

Sr Mary Coloe, 

Fr Joe Farrell OSA, 

Rhyannon Elliot, 

Fr Futoshi Matsuo OSA, 

Patrice Moriarty, 

Sr Lorraine Testa, 

Fr Michael Sullivan OSA, 

Fr Percival Sevare OSA. 

It has been an honour to serve as PPC Chair this past year. Our Parish continues to thrive despite the challenges, 

and we will continue our mission of “one in mind and heart on the way to God.” 

Thank you, 

Charles Staa 
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Fr TONY BANKS OSA  

The parish was fortunate to have                           

Fr Tony Banks, Assistant General of the                       

Augustinians, residing with us for a                    

period. He  Kindly accepted an invitation 

to address parishioners on the evening 

of July 15th at 7pm on the subject                           

“The Evolving Church”. Fr Tony brings 

to us a wealth of experience of the life of the world 

Church and the Augustinian Order.  

 

SR MARY COLOE PBVM                             

We were grateful that Sr Mary Coloe 

pbvm, an internationally recognised 

scholar of the Gospel of John and      

someone known to many of us, offered 

to present a talk on the Book of                     

Revelation with the title of “Apocalypse 

Now” on Tuesday August 11th . Mary is Associate                        

Professor at Yarra Theological Union of the  University 

of Divinity.   

                                                         

 FR JOE FARRELL OSA                                        

On Tuesday Sept 1st at 7pm Fr Joe                 

Farrell OSA spoke to us via Zoom on a 

work of St Augustine entitled “On the 

Happy Life”. Fr Joe has served in Rome 

as an assistant general of the Order for 

the past seven years and has made a 

deep study of Augustinian spirituality.  

 

RHYANNON ELLIOT  

On Tuesday Sept 17th at 7pm Rhyannon 
Elliot of Catholic Care Melbourne                     
moderated a session for parishioners on 
self care in a time of pandemic.                        
Rhyannon has a vast experience in         
counselling and marriage preparation in 
the Archdiocese. 

 

 

FR FUTOSHI MATSUO OSA 

Our September 29th Zoom conference 
featured a young Augustinian priest in 
Japan, Fr Futoshi Matsuo OSA. Fr Futoshi 
was ordained in 2017 and now serves in a 
parish in  Nagasaki, where he also                
teaches. The session opened a window 
for us on the Church in a different part of 
the Asia Pacific at this time of  pandemic, from an                           
Augustinian perspective. 

 

PATRICE MORIARTY 

‘Spiritual Nourishment during 

COVID’ Hosted by YAM, this session on 

October 13th was in a Q&A format, where 

topics such as not being able to gather or 

receive the Sacraments were discussed, 

and we heard the insights of Patrice                

Moriarty, an experienced youth minister 

who leads the Social Justice Office at the 

Diocese of Parramatta. 

 

SR LORRAINE TESTA ASJM 

The October 29th Thursday night 7pm                  

conference was led by Sr Lorraine Testa a  

local Augustinian sister who addressed the 

question of “Ageing – Can it be Good?” – a 

thought-provoking and encouraging         

conversation on ageing. 

                                   

FR MICHAEL SULLIVAN OSA 

Fr Michael Sullivan agreed to spend an hour 

with us from Vietnam on our Zoom                         

Conference of Thursday November 12th at 

7pm. It was a great opportunity to hear 

about his first year in his new missionary 

assignment and learn something of the    

Vietnamese Church. 

   

FR PERCIVAL SEVARE OSA 

For our Zoom Conference on Tuesday               

November 24th Fr Percival joined us for a 

session from his current location in Sydney.           

Fr Percival now works as Provincial                         

Secretary of the Augustinians in Australia 

as well as his many other duties including                   

vocations director. 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
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Income 

  

2019 

  

2020 

Bequests 255,291 0 

Collections for other organisations 5,874 9,124 

Grants 1,000 30,000 

Interest Received 34,591 21,547 

Rental - Cottages 36,227 28,035 

Parish Centre Facility Rental Income 41,060 15,307 

Parish Car Park Income 0 6,697 

SJOS Rental Income 48,510 47,460 

Almost French Kindergarten 

*Covid19 rental discount applies in 2020 

29,487 15,756 

Wedding Income 15,100 4,700 

Thanksgiving 108,725 94,428 

Other Income 

*includes Jobkeeper & Cash Flow Boosts from 

Government in 2020 

4,912 98,512 

Total Income 

 

$583,523 

 

$371,790 

2020 FINANCE REPORT 

 

The Parish gives thanks to the Finance Committee members who so generously gave their time serving 
our community across 2020 – Paul Mulqueen, Antoniette D’Andrea, Edmund Carew and Aimee Helleren 
(Business Manager).  
 

Details of Income and expenditure follow. In spite of the COVID crisis impacting finances across the 
board, the parish fared reasonably well, in part due to both the generosity of parishioners and the      
Government’s JobKeeper scheme. 

 

Term deposit investments (as at 31/12/20): 

$62,966 Term deposit 80523 

$1,114,761 Term deposit 80954 

$180,000 Term deposit 79035 

In 2020 our main income streams and expenses were: 
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Expenditure  2019 2020 

Accounting/Bookkeeping 10,313 3,024 

Bank/Merchant Fees 951 923 

Maintenance/Equipment 1,668 3,791 

Telecommunications / IT 5,836 5,832 

Staff Amenities / Training 
1,579 480 

Computer Expenses 3,365 2,626 

Diocesan Levies 

*Covid19 discount applied in 2020 

26,620 15,910 

Insurance 

*monthly payment plan implemented Oct 2020 

25,963 14,384 

Cleaning Parish, STA & SJC 19.880 9,770 

Gardening 18,061 10,551 

Utilities Parish 25,801 13,136 

Security 1,855 1,285 

Council Rates 10,872 7,645 

Repairs & Maintenance, including STA &              

cottage Renovations 

123,696 32,495 

Salaries, Workcover & Superannuation 

*includes increased Jobkeeper Top Up & Parish 

Bookkeeping (now done by the Business Manager) 

106,139 150,841 

Church Requisites 6,130 2,926 

Donations to other organisations 7,608 7,990 

Travel / Vehicle Expenses 2,261 2,707 

Total Expenses $412,951.91 $304,767.28 

      

Net Surplus (Deficit) +$170,571.57 +$67,023.53 

*Please note, adjustments have been made to the above 2019 figures in accordance with the Parish 

2019 independent Annual Financial Review conducted in mid 2020 & the current Profit & Loss [Last 

Year Analysis] Statement. 

 

COTTAGE RENOVATION 

In July 2020 the long term tenant vacated our investment property located at 50 Arnold Street in 

South Yarra. The property was in much need of a renovation so the Finance Committee voted to                   

redeem our $58,127.19 term deposit and use the funds to renovate the property. Unfortunately the 

Covid19 lockdowns prevented us from doing the renovation in 2020 as originally planned. The                       

renovation works commenced in early January 2021 and are set for completion in April 2021. The 

property will then be handed back to Hodges Real Estate for management and leased out once again 

at a significantly higher monthly rental amount. 

Aimee Helleren                                                                                                                                                             

Business Manager 
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The Barry Library 

The Gables 

FACILITIES REPORT 

 

Early in 2020 we relocated the Barry Library to the Archive room. We had to remove computer room 
dividing walls in the library and have the carpet matched and repaired. The relocation created a                      
fantastic new hire facility which is fully accessible by the lift and stairs, with its’ own kitchen and toilets 
attached. Father Brian Buckley aptly named the new facility The Gables. The Gables is now occupied 
four days a week by Mini Maestros Music School, and on several evenings by various tenant groups. 

 

The Covid19 restrictions and forced lockdowns across 2020 resulted in suspension of all hire facility 
tenancies for the best part of the year. This meant our rental income reduced significantly and we 
signed up no new tenants across the year. 

 

Almost French Kindergarten, who occupy the Great Hall three days per week, were also impacted by 
the Covid19 restrictions and forced lockdowns. They were unable to open for a period of time and were 
significantly down in attendees once allowed to reopen shortly thereafter. To assist them through the 
toughest of times we provided a rental reduction in line with their loss of revenue and the                                  
government’s recommendations                                                                                                                                          
pertaining to commercial tenancies. 

 

Aimee Helleren                                                                                                                                                               

Business Manager 
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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE VULNERABLE 

     

The 2020 Safeguarding Committee comprised of the following members – 

Father Brian Buckley – Parish Priest 

Aimee Helleren – Parish Business Manager 

Stefphy Coosnapa – Parish Pastoral Worker 

Kate Chard – Parishioner parent 

Jamie Chard – Parishioner parent  

 

The Covid19 restrictions and forced lockdowns presented some challenges for the Safeguarding                   

Committee in 2020. Whilst we are required to meet quarterly we were only able to meet once between 

the two lockdowns on 18th June 2020 and this was when we welcomed new committee members Kate 

and Jamie Chard. 

As a group we had planned to complete the Safeguarding Risk Assessment Tool provided to us by the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne in the later part of 2020. Unfortunately this was not possible so the 

Committee will work together to complete this in 2021. 

This means there is much work to be done by the Safeguarding Committee in 2021. A Volunteer                    

Application Form and Induction Pack will be designed and implemented along with the implementation 

of formal Position Descriptions for all volunteer roles undertaken at the Parish. 

The Catholic Archdiocese Ethical Standards Unit have also been developing a Safeguarding Training               

Program for Parish employees and volunteers to complete online. We are told this should become  

available sometime in 2021 and that it will be compulsory for all to complete regardless of their roles. 

The course will educate people on the importance of safeguarding children and vulnerable persons in 

the Parish setting and will provide up to date information pertaining to volunteer and staff obligations.  

 

BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES IN THE PARISH 

 

 
Needless to say, another casualty of the COVID year 2020 was the     

celebration of christenings and weddings in the parish. With restricted 

numbers and the constant possibility of lock-downs many couples and 

families postponed their proposed marriages and infant baptisms. 

The good news is that since before last Christmas and for the                                 

coming months our schedule is again busy with both celebrations. One 

of the features of the lock-down period was the introduction of Zoom 

meetings for families preparing for baptisms. This has proved quite 

popular and so convenient that we have continued with this approach 

for the time being. 
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LITURGY AND PRAYER 

 
What a difference a year makes! 
It was about this time last year that our much valued 

experience of liturgy in our parish would be turned on its 

head  with the announcement of the  impact of COVID 19 

on the world, on our nation and on our parish. 

We all remember the impact of the closure of the 

churches just before Holy Week, followed by  silence 

through Holy Week and Easter  when normally our two 

churches would be alive with the community gathering to 

celebrate the great feasts.  

Then the wonderful reprieve brought to us with the 

introduction of Zoom Masses! Even through the months when only five people were allowed to gather 

to film and  transmit the celebration of Sunday Mass, it was a joy to see our own churches, even if eerily 

empty, hear our own Fr Brian or Fr Tony Banks, join with our musicians, see our fellow parishioners 

zooming in from home, some to proclaim the Word and lead us in the intercessions. Most reassuring on 

the screen were the names and faces of all the parishioners who were tuned in for Mass and the cheery 

greetings and blessings to each other at the Sign of Peace. Our little parish was still gathering, even if 

from afar, to pray together. Weekday Masses were also zoomed from the priory chapel, thanks to Frs 

Brian and Tony 

We are enormously grateful to all the techies, the readers and commentators, the musicians and those 

who looked after the churches and church décor, all who have contributed so well to the celebration of 

our Zoom Masses. Special thanks to Robert Huggins and Terence Thambi for their Zoom techie skills; to 

Eileen Monagle  for her excellent writing of the Commentaries and Intercessions, and to Stefphy 

Coosnapa, our Pastoral Assistant. Enormous thanks to Toni Stuart, our Parish Secretary, for the many 

and varied ways she quietly and efficiently supports, assists and helps prepare  so many aspects of our 

liturgies.     

Our thanks too, to the Augustinians, Frs Tony Banks, Percival Sevare, Peter Jones  and now,  Jepser 

Bermudez who have been here at times to support Fr Brian in the celebration of our Masses. Our very 

dear Fr Gerry remains in our hearts and our prayers. In our Augustinians we are much blessed. 

What a joy it has been since Christmas to begin to gather together again in the churches. We look 

forward to our first  big Parish celebration in 2021 on the Feast of St Joseph, and then, gathering again 

for the great feasts of  Holy Week and Easter. 

Di Brebner 
Liturgy Committee Chair 
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ECUMENICAL CELEBRATIONS IN SOUTH YARRA 

 

Another long-standing tradition in South Yarra, the four-times a year 
gatherings with the other three  South Yarra Christian churches, was 
dramatically affected by the Coronavirus  shutdowns. Rather than cancel 
these celebrations, each community valiantly led a Zoom liturgy with a 
combination of pre-recorded  and streamed prayer and song. 
 
Those of us who have been long-time attenders of these liturgies missed 
the actual gathering to pray with our ecumenical friends and to chat over 
an always very pleasant supper. 
 

                                                We look forward  being able to gather in person again soon. 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

 

This year the Parish of South Yarra had the opportunity to welcome candidates for the Sacramental 

Programs namely; The Sacrament of Reconciliation and The Sacrament of Eucharist. We had eight 

participants from seven to fifteen years old for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and seven participants 

from seven to late twenties for the Sacrament of Eucharist including one participant of the RCIA 

program. 

Due to the pandemic, we have changed our mode of teaching the programs and have adopted the 

online mode of teaching by using zoom. In fact, the Parish was delighted to see how innovative, useful 

and creative this platform could be. We have been using zoom as our preferred mode of teaching the 

sacramental programs since March 2020 until now.  

Parents were happy to have their children login to our online classes for our 5 weeks’ programs with a 

class on every Thursday that lasted for approximatively one hour. 

When the restrictions were eased, we invited our candidates for the sacrament of Reconciliation to 

attend a small preparation class in the church followed by the actual Celebration of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, given by our Parish Priest, Father Brian.  

The candidates  for First Communion were able to receive for the first time the Body of Christ in the 

Church surrounded by their families and friends. We are delighted to see that we can again finally 

accommodate all those who wish to attend mass. On Sunday 29 November, four of our candidates 

received the Eucharist and on Saturday 5th December our RCIA candidates received the Eucharist.  

This year has been quite challenging but we have managed to put Parishioner’s spiritual needs first 

and we believe that we have succeeded in spreading the Gospel through the use of great technology 

and technicians. We believe that we have succeeded in keeping our community of faith together and 

serve God purposefully. 

Stefphy Coosnapa                                                                                                                                                     

Pastoral Assistant 



20 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  

 

Children's liturgy is held twice per month, meeting on the first and third Sundays of each 
month except school holidays and long weekends.  

We are joined by a group of children ranging from four to ten years old and the group is led by 
a rotating mix of parents I-Lynn Lee, Jamie Chard and Teresa Fels.  The safety and wellbeing 
of the children in our parish is paramount and  in line with our parish child protection policy, all 
group leaders have working with children checks. 

We typically spend time reading the gospel (children's version) and then spend time on some 
interactive activities to enhance the message from God. We also try to raise the children's 
awareness of love, humanity and make coming to church a positive experience for them. 

All new children are very welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

GROUP 
 

The parish Christian Meditation Group usually 

meet on Friday mornings after mass , but 

unfortunately due to the Corona Virus have 

not been able to gather during the past twelve 

months. We hope to resume in the near 

future. 
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PARISH VISITATION 

 

Due to the pandemic, we were unable to visit on a regular basis, people  in their homes 

and aged care. However, the Parish Pastoral Assistant has been in touch with the lovely 

elderly people by writing them letters.  

 

The Parish has been able to take care of the spiritual health of those in nursing homes by 

sending prayers and daily updates of the Church without being in physical contact with 

them. 

 

We have received positive feedback from the supervisors of the nursing homes as well as 

the elderly. They felt supported and part of the community of faith despite the pandemic 

affecting our daily lives.  

 

We are still communicating with the nursing homes and are hoping to be able to go visit 

them soon.  

Stefphy Coosnapa 

Pastoral Assistant 

 

SOUTH YARRA MINISTRY TO THE ALFRED HOSPITAL  2020-2021 

 

With the risk of Covid-19 infection of both volunteers and 
patients in early March 2020, unfortunately I had to suspend 
our Communion Ministry to our friends at the Alfred Hospital. 

 

There’s been no word from the hospital as to when we might be 
able to resume our Sunday Communion, so I think they are 
relying on us all being vaccinated before starting again. 

 

New volunteers are always welcome to join us in this most 
important ministry. 

 

Phil Brennan 

Parish of South Yarra Alfred Hospital Liaison 

 

 



22 

FRIENDS OF ST. AUGUSTINE IN THE PARISH OF SOUTH YARRA 

 

In September 2019 at our Australian Augustinian Congress 
Father Kieran O’Mahony OSA was the guest speaker with a 
theme of ‘Joy in Believing’. He invited us to consider the 
resources which we have so as to face current challenges in our 
own lives, in the Church (as we anticipated the Plenary Council) 
and also in the wider world. Little did we imagine how different 
and difficult would be the challenges to be faced in early 2020, 
just a few months after this! 

 

Father Kieran acknowledged that challenging times call for a 
new and deeply personal engagement by each one of us. So we 
began 2020 looking ahead to another year of community and 
fellowship in continuing our spiritual journey reflecting on the 
writings of St. Augustine. Our study programme Augustine: 
Window on the Word and the World 2020, was prepared by 

Maureen Atkins, our national Formation Co-ordinator, who is now a member of our group in South 
Yarra. 

 

 So regretfully we postponed our plans for gatherings in early 2020 and as the pandemic took hold 
realised that we would be unable to get together face-to-face for the foreseeable future. 
Nevertheless, informal contact was very welcome as members kept in touch by phone and also email. 
The support provided by the Parish was invaluable in helping us feel connected, too, as Zoom Masses 
came on stream. The pandemic has certainly brought about increased digital literacy as a side-effect. 

 

 As 2020 drew to a close and restrictions were lessened, many of us were able to be together in body 
as well as spirit as Mary McCormick generously hosted an end-of-year lunch. It was such a healing 
experience to get together and share our lock-down experiences. With confidence we locked in 
Tuesday 23rd February as the date for our first gathering of 2021. Fortunately most members were 
able to be present for the long-anticipated event and begin the programme for the year, just 
amending the title date to 2021. We look ahead to the sessions to come with positivity and thanks for 
blessings received. 

 

Judith Duncan 
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YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY (YAM) REPORT 2020/21 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission statement of the Young Adults Ministry (YAM) is ...   to engage young adults through 

friendship and service, by journeying together in faith, and discovering Jesus in ourselves and each 

other.  This year, we probably needed to add the words ‘via Zoom’ at the end of that statement!  

2020 started off like any other year for YAM with a sunny  summer BBQ at Fawkner Park in March; 

unbeknown to us, this was our last physical gathering together as a group this year.   

We had to quickly familiarise  ourselves with the functions of Zoom, and we organised an Easter Sunday 

Mass specifically for YAM, celebrated by a familiar face to many of us, Fr Percival.   

Later we facilitated a Games 

Night via Zoom in July, and 

most recently in October, we 

hosted a Q&A with Patrice 

Moriarty from the 

Archdiocese of Parramatta, 

as part of the Parish 

fortnightly Zoom 

Conferences.  And to 

maintain some level or 

normality through it all, YAM 

have been  leading the 6pm 

Saturday Vigil masses, where 

YAM members participated 

virtually as readers, singers 

or musicians. 

                                                                            

Marc Lim 
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30-54 Fitzgerald Street, South Yarra, 3141   Phone (03) 9866 7888 ABN 90 989 545 424 

                     

 

St Josephs Outreach Services Inc (SJOS) was established over 20 years ago and continues to provide 

transitional housing and support services to the marginalized and disadvantaged in the community.    

From the beginning, SJOS was registered as a separate, incorporated not-for-profit charity (as distinct 

from the Parish) with Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) and tax deductibility status.  Accordingly,  SJOS 

rents space from the Parish in which to provide the outreach services.  The three (3) core values of the 

organization - Shelter, Opportunity and Support - drive the outreach services provided.        

The transitional housing comprises twelve (12) fully furnished units available for families who require 

temporary accommodation while waiting for permanent housing.   Homeground Real Estate and Launch 

Housing work with together with the SJOS Committee of Management to provide case management 

support and other related services to the residents.  The operation of the Units was not affected greatly 

during the COVID lockdown period, although the case managers have been unable to meet regularly with 

residents.  

One of the transitional Units has been refurbished in the past year as part of an ongoing program of 

upgrades.  Other work funded by SJOS  included the erection of a bicycle rack near the eastern door of St 

Joseph’s Church and the installation of a locked gate separating the Community Garden from the Priory.  

An Investment Fund was set up in 2018 to ensure sufficient funds for renovations,  unexpected 

emergencies and other works that were needed.   These works are also supplemented by grants and 

charitable donations.      

The key support services offered by SJOS to residents in the Units and to the wider community include a 

Food Store, a Bread Bank and a Community Garden.  The Food Store provides food parcels from donated 

and purchased staples and other goods, and seasonal fruit, vegetables and herbs from the SJOS 

Community Garden.  The Garden was established on the Priory grounds in late 2018 and has increased its 

fresh food supplies to over 800 bags in 2020. The Garden Club also supports the residents at The Haven 

by helping with their opportunity to use the garden area. 

The Bread Bank is accessible via a 2-way fridge and there is a reasonably consistent supply of bread to 

those in need.  There are five (5) bread pick-ups per week from two (2) bakeries and we thank 

Woolworths and Baker’s Delight for partnering with us in this service.   We also acknowledge Rustica 

Bakery who donate left-over bread when available.   SJOS was pleased to be able to continue the Bread 

Bank service for the whole of the COVID lockdown period and the Food Bank for most of this time.  We 

are very grateful to all volunteers who assisted in these endeavours.  
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Unfortunately,  SJOS was unable to continue with most of the fund-raising activities planned for 2020.  

The fund-raising events serve the purpose of promoting our activities and encouraging participation.   We 

are, however, very grateful for the support from many generous donors over this period, as well as the 

support given in goods and donations from schools, businesses and individuals, which has ensured the 

sustainability of the overall outreach program.  

 

A sad event in July 2020 was the death of Dr David Quin AM, former President, Vice President and unswerving 

supporter of SJOS for many years.    A Memorial Bench Seat, to be situated near the Food Store, is being 

commissioned in David’s honour.   

 

The SJOS Committee sincerely thanks all volunteers for giving their time, expertise and enthusiasm to ensuring the 

continuance of the work of SJOS and especially Bernadette Dennis who, as Secretary/Treasurer, works tirelessly for 

the organization.   We also thank the parishioners of the Parish of South Yarra and the Parish Team for their 

ongoing support and commitment to the Mission of SJOS.     

 

Joan Donoghue 

President - SJOS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food For Friends Donations  
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THE HAVEN 

 

The Haven South Yarra Family Hub Committee Meetings, formerly held every two months, have been 
suspended during 2020.  I represent St Joseph’s Parish on this committee, which along with families of 
the residents includes Ric Walsh (the CEO of the Haven Foundation) and the Manager of the Haven.  
The Parish priest, Father Brian Buckley, also attends when his other duties in the Parish permit. Some 
meetings of the families of the residents have been held online during this year, but I have not 
attended them. 

 

The Haven was established in order to provide appropriate residential accommodation for those who 
have a mental illness, to enable them to live independently in the community. Planning of the Haven 
began in 2003, and the present building was opened in the former convent in April 2011.  2020 has 
provided many challenges for the residents and staff of the Haven as they deal with the requirements 
and restrictions of the lockdowns in Melbourne due to COVID-19. With the support of the staff and 
families, residents have coped well with restrictions to visiting and movements, and with any 
necessary adjustments to their NDIS programs. 

 

The Haven Foundation reports that the Haven South Yarra model is being extended to provide 
accommodation in a number of places in regional Victoria. The residences in Frankston are now well 
established, and those at Geelong are almost complete.  Work has started on the units at Laverton, 
and planning is well advanced for units at Epping, Pakenham and Mooroopna where work is about to 
commence, due for completion during the year. 

 

It is planned to resume face-to-face meetings of the Family Hub Committee in March 2021.  

 

 

Janet Maher 

Parish Representative 

The Haven South Yarra Family Hub Committee. 
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Hail, Guardian                                       

of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the                                

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted                            

his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace,                           

mercy and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. 

Amen 

 

                                  Pope Francis 

2021 

Year of  St Joseph   
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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH CENTRE 

30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra 

P.O. Box 21 South Yarra VIC  3141 

Tel: 03 9826 9677  

Email: secretary@parishofsouthyarra.org.au 

Website: www.parishofsouthyarra.org.au 

 

MASS TIMES 

St Joseph’s Church 

30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra 

Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 10.30am 

Weekdays Tuesday to Friday 10am;  

Saturday 9am 

 

St Thomas Aquinas’ Church 

43 Bromby St South Yarra 

Sunday 9am  

Weekdays Tuesday to Friday 12.45pm 

Augustinian Community 

Parish of South Yarra 

Fr Brian Buckley OSA PP 

Fr Luca Park OSA 

Fr Gerald Dullard OSA  (Retired) 

 


