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Here am I, send me (Is 6:8) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 “The mission, the ‘Church on the 
move’, is not a programme, an 
enterprise to be carried out by sheer 
force of will. It is Christ who makes the 
Church go out of herself. In the mission 
of evangelization, you move because 
the Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries 
you” God always loves us first and with 
this love comes to us and calls us. Our 
personal vocation comes from the fact 
that we are sons and daughters of God 
in the Church, his family, brothers and 
sisters in that love that Jesus has shown 
us. All, however, have a human dignity 
founded on the divine invitation to be 

children of God and to become, in the sacrament of Baptism and in the freedom of faith, 
what they have always been in the heart of God. 

Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation to this gift of self: it is a seed 
which, in the baptized, will blossom as a response of love in marriage or in virginity for the 
kingdom of God. Human life is born of the love of God, grows in love and tends towards 
love. No one is excluded from the love of God, and in the holy sacrifice of Jesus his Son on 
the cross, God conquered sin and death (cf. Rom 8:31-39). For God, evil – even sin – 
becomes a challenge to respond with even greater love (cf. Mt 5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In 
the Paschal Mystery, divine mercy heals our wounded humanity and is poured out upon the 
whole universe. The Church, the universal sacrament of God’s love for the world, continues 
the mission of Jesus in history and sends us everywhere so that, through our witness of 
faith and the proclamation of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his love and in this 
way touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies, societies and cultures in every place and 
time. 

Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call. Yet we discern this call only when we 
have a personal relationship of love with Jesus present in his Church. Let us ask ourselves: 
are we prepared to welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the call 
to mission, whether in our life as married couples or as consecrated persons or those called 
to the ordained ministry, and in all the everyday events of life? Are we willing to be sent 
forth at any time or place to witness to our faith in God the merciful Father, to proclaim the 
Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, to share the divine life of the Holy Spirit by building up 
the Church? Are we, like Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ready to be completely at the service of 
God’s will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior openness is essential if we are to say to God: “Here am 
I, Lord, send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the abstract, but in this chapter of the life of 
the Church and of history. 
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