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THE COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS AND CHURCH LIFE 

 

As late as March 18th virtually on the eve of our Parish AGM a letter from the Victorian Bishops’ was released 

concerning the suspension of all church liturgy and gatherings. This followed earlier advice about the distribution 

of Holy Communion and general hygiene at our parish masses. 

The latest announcement is devastating news to our parish community so close to Holy Week and Easter and an 

unprecedented event in Australian Catholic life. 

The prospect of an indefinite period without mass, parish meetings and events will take a heavy toll on already 

heavy hearts.  

Our first concern must be the elderly and frail but there are real limits and risks in reaching out  with visits and the 

sacraments. The safety and security of parish employees and volunteers is another matter of grave concern. We 

already know that many in the wider community are and will be under severe stress, emotional and financial. Our 

staff are no different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much remains uncertain at this early stage. On this Feast of St Joseph, Protector of the Church, and Protector of 

the Augustinian Order, we pray for courage and the sure gift of hope. 

 

“Bad times, hard times, this is what people keep saying;                                                                         

but let us live well, and times shall be good.                                                                                                                                          

We are the times: Such as we are, such are the times.” 

(St Augustine) 
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PARISH PRAYER 

Lord, help us, 

your parish community of South Yarra, 

to be open to the call of your word. 

 

Grant us the grace to be sensitive 

to the needs of each other 

and to show a welcoming spirit to all. 

 

Create in us a generous spirit 

so that we may build, protect and affirm 

a more loving community. 

Amen 

AUGUSTINIAN CHILD PROTECTION POLICY STATEMENT - PROVINCE OF AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Augustinians recognise and uphold the dignity and rights of all children and are committed to 
ensuring their safety and wellbeing.  
 
The Province, in its communities and ministries, recognises and affirms that each child should be 
cherished as a gift from God with an inherent right to dignity which shall be respected, nurtured and 
protected by all.  
 
The Province undertakes to do everything possible to create safe environments in our ministries where 
the welfare of children, young people and other vulnerable persons is paramount.  
 
In our parishes, colleges and ministries in Australia and overseas we pledge to pay particular attention to 
the pastoral care and welfare of the young placed under our guidance.  
 
(From a document of the Australian Province Mid-Chapter July 2016) 
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An Augustinian parish values... 

 offering a personal and unconditional welcome to all and the opportunity for 
friendship and social interaction in different contexts 

 the personal attributes of its members and the diversity of gifts they bring: their 
expertise and talents; their commitment and sense of shared responsibility and 
loyalty 

 commitment to social justice within and beyond our immediate community 

 the opportunities and encouragement provided for leadership and service in      
different ministries in the parish and broader community 

 the leadership and service of the ordained ministers, religious and Parish                    
Associates, support staff and volunteers 

 the history and traditions of our faith drawn together under the Augustinian                  
charism 

 the ecumenical diversity of different faith traditions in the wider community 

 meeting the challenges of the times, being open to change, and responding               
constructively 

 the responsible stewardship of its resources 

The Augustinians 

The Augustinians are a religious Order in the Catholic Church whose special call it is to live 

together in communities of love, humility, friendship and a sharing of the goods in the service 

of the Gospel. 

Inspired by the teaching and spirituality of St. Augustine of Hippo, Fr James Alypius Goold 

came to Australia in 1838 to work in the Sydney area. Later he moved to the colony of Victoria 

and became the first bishop and archbishop of Melbourne where he served from 1848 until his 

death in 1886.  

 The Augustinians came to the Parish of South Yarra in 1976 where they have become the 

inspiration of its Social Outreach to the poor, the homeless and the disadvantaged. 
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Parish Vision Statement 

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one 
in mind and heart on the way to God,  

 where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through prayer 
and celebration of the Eucharist,  

 where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others 
in the wider community,  

 where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
seek to draw others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

 and where the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a                     
central and fundamental responsibility.   

                                                                                   Amended April 2019 

The Parish of South Yarra acknowledges the Wurundjeri people who are the                     

Traditional Custodians of the Land. 

We also pay our respects to the Elders both past and present of the Kulin Nations 

and extend that respect to other Indigenous Australians who are present in our 

community. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 

AGENDA 

 

Date: Sunday 22nd March 2020 

Time: 11.45am 

Place: St Joseph’s Church South Yarra 

 

Parish Priest: Father Brian Buckley OSA 

Acting Chair: Anthony (Tony) Grant  

Secretary:  Daniel Dorall 

 

 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer—Fr. Brian Buckley OSA 

2. Apologies 

3. Presentation and Acceptance of Minutes of 2019 Annual General 

Meeting 

4. Presentation of 2019-2020 Annual Report—Fr. Brian Buckley OSA 

5. Presentation of Annual Financial Report—Aimee Helleren 

6. Questions arising from the  2019—2020 Annual Report 

7. Acceptance of Annual Reports 

8. New Council Members nominations and acceptance  

9. Other business 

10. Meeting closure 
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PARISH OF SOUTH YARRA 

2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

SUNDAY 31 MARCH 2019      

MINUTES 

Prepared by Daniel Dorall 

 

WELCOME AND PARISH PRAYER 

 

 

PRESENT / APOLOGIES 

 

 

PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF 2018 AGM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana Jeske welcomed all attendees and Fr Brian Buckley led attendees in opening prayer, and 
also gave a brief history of the Parish AGM 

Present   Apologies 

Fr Brian Buckley Daniel Dorall Mary Gaynor   Kelly Barnes 

Fr Luca Park David Sialafua Melody Carew   Marc Lim 

Andrew Balcerzak Di Brebner Alan Fels   Teresa Fels 

Anne Semple Diana Burleigh Michael Hammet   Tony Grant 

Antoniette D’Andrea Diana Jeske Patsy O’Rourke     

Bernadette Dennis Edmund Carew Paul Mulqueen     

Carol Sialafua Emilie Rousset Richard Anderson     

Catherine Tucker Grace Lipinski Stuart Phillips     

Charles Staa Jayson Ralston Tusi Sialafua     

Clare Taylor Janet Maher Vila Sialafua     

Cushla Demuth Joan Donoghue       

Amended section Corrected to By 

Questions Raised 
from the annual 
report – Q2 

Michael Hammet queried the amount of funds being 
held in cash and was concerned at the use of interest 
earnings (on Parish Invested Capital Fund) being 
accounted as income – and expanded as such – rather 
than being returned or compounded into the Capital 
Fund itself and thus treated as capital. 
  

Michael Hammet 

Year Moved by Seconded by 

2018 Antoniette D’Andrea Bernadette Dennis 
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PRESENTATION OF 2018 AGM REPORT  

Fr Brian Buckley gave a summary of the report. Items discussed included 

 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT  

Fr Brian Buckley gave a summary of the report. Items discussed included 

 

 
 

QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THE 2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

The attendees and council members asked questions and discussed items within the report including 

Item Details 

Renovation of St 
Thomas 

It was reported that all significant work has been completed. Thanks to all those 
involved. 
  

Child Protection Parish takes compliance very seriously and are on track to comply. All documents 
and policies to be published on Parish website. The aim is to work for a more secure 
parish for all. 
  

Parish Staffing Many changes this year including parish priest changeover and vacancies for both 
Parish Business Manager (PBM) and Pastoral Associate. The council thanked Emilie 
Rousset for her great work as PBM. 
  

Item Details 

Renovation of                        
St Thomas  

Overall expense was approximately $90k – including new carpet, gas heater, new 
electrical wiring, painting, sound system 
  

Bequest A bequest of $250k was received from late parishioner Gavan Grimes. The donation 
to be rolled into capital sum. The parishioners thanked Gavan and his family for 
their generosity. 
  

Questions and              
discussions 

Discussions included: 
Extra details and information – including an asset and liability statement - to be 

included in the next annual financial report. It was explained that investments 
are on the conservative side – as per expert advice received. 

Gardening expenses – which was explained as reasonable as the contract included 
maintenance for both churches and the priory. 

Low income from cottages – it was explained that both tenants are longstanding 
and that the units need improvements 
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ACCEPTANCE OF THE 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 
 

CLOSE 

 
 

 

 

Item Details 

Plenary Council 2020 
(PC2020) 

There was a question around the parish’s submission for PC2020. Discussion 
included 

That the submission window has closed 
That the Parish held a discernment session in December 2018 which was run 

by parishioner Maju Araujo D Menezes 
That there were concerns around the contents of the Parish submission 
 It was explained that no singular parish submission was entered, but 

individual submissions based on the discernment session. 
It was concluded that the PPC will update parishioners on updates around the 
PC2020. 

  

Devotions 
  

There was a question around increasing devotional practises at the Parish. Fr Brian 
explained 

There is currently a rosary held before each Young Adult Ministry (YAM) mass 
each month 

Stations of the cross are held during lent 
It was concluded that the PPC will discuss any additional devotional practises which 
can be included at the parish. 
  

PPC priorities 
  

There was a question around the roles and priorities of the PPC. Fr Brian explained 
Based on Canon Law, the PPC acts only as an advisory committee 
There have been ongoing discussions on this topic, and a retreat will be held 

for PPC members to discuss the future direction and objectives of the 
council 

Year Moved by Seconded by 

2018 Bernadette Dennis Di Brebner 

Item Details 

PPC membership There were two nominations to the PPC 
Stuart Philips by Anita D’Andrea 
Marc Lim by Diana Jeske 

Both nominations were accepted and elected to PPC. The chair thanked retiring 
members 

Bernadette Dennis 
Marc Dixon 
Jorge Sanchez 
Clare Taylor 
  

The Haven 
  

Alan Fels spoke about the Haven – including its objectives and the happenings in 
2018. 
  

Fr Brian formally closed the AGM with a closing prayer and the meetings was followed by a light lunch. 
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             Parish of South Yarra 
               Parish Pastoral Council 

               Constitution 

 

Vision Statement 

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one in mind and heart on the 
way to God, where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through prayer and celebration 
of the Eucharist, where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others in the wider 
community, where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and seek to draw    
others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

 

Role of the Parish Pastoral Council  

To provide leadership by promoting the concept of Christian community 

To provide the Parish Priest and the Augustinian community with advice and to represent the views of 

other parishioners in respect to pastoral matters pertaining to the operations of our parish. 

To assist our parish leadership in planning for the future needs of the parish 

To provide practical assistance and support to our parish leadership in day to day pastoral activities 

To represent the parish in the wider community in both spiritual and secular activities 

Composition 

The Council shall comprise of a minimum of seven and a maximum of 12 (not including members of the                     

Augustinian Community who may wish to attend) members whose nominations are to be confirmed and                    

accepted at the parish Annual General Meeting. Members of the Parish Pastoral Council shall be: 

The Parish Priest, or in his absence, his nominee and members of the Augustinian Community 

One nominated representative from the existing parish groups including but not limited to: 

Finance Committee 

St Joseph’s Outreach Services 

Liturgy Committee 

Pastoral support 

Other nominated parishioners to constitute the 12 members of the Council 

If there are more nominations than positions vacant, there will be an election at the AGM. 

Eligibility for Election 

Any Catholic who is a regular attendee of Mass at St Joseph’s or St Thomas Aquinas’ is eligible to be                            

nominated to the Pastoral Council. 

Term 

Each elected member may serve two consecutive terms unopposed.  The length of each term is of two years.  

Limitation of Tenure 

No nominated member will serve more than two terms consecutively. A member may be re-nominated after                    

a one year hiatus. 

Office Bearers 
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Office bearers shall comprise: 

Chairperson 

Deputy Chairperson 

Secretary 

Deputy Secretary 

 

Roles of Office Bearers 
The Chairperson’s role is one of leadership of the Pastoral Council, and as chair of the council meetings, should 

be one of encouragement to all members to give their opinions and contribute to decision-making. 

The Chairperson needs a close liaison with the Parish Priest, and to be involved in the preparation of the            

agenda for each meeting. 

The Chairperson of the Pastoral Council prepares a report for each Annual General Meeting of the parish of 

South Yarra, and presides at that meeting. 

The Deputy Chairperson presides at meetings of the Pastoral Council when the Chairperson is unable to attend, 

and assumes any other relieving responsibilities which may be necessary. 

The Secretary participates in the preparation of the agenda for each meeting of the Pastoral Council and                        

ensures that the agenda is available for distribution to members prior to the meeting. The Secretary is also                     

responsible for recording the minutes of each Pastoral Council meeting and the Annual General Meeting and 

for their distribution. 

Nominations for the Parish Pastoral Council  
Nominations of Council members shall be presented at the parish Annual General Meeting. Nominations shall 

be given in writing by any parishioner at least two weeks prior to the AGM. 

All nominees must be present at the AGM to be eligible for election. 

 

Election of Office Bearers  
Election of office bearers shall be at the first Council meeting after the Parish Annual General Meeting.                      

The Parish Priest will preside at this meeting until a President is elected. Election will be by simple majority of 

the  elected members present. 

Quorum 

Quorum will comprise the Parish Priest or his nominee, plus one office bearer, plus six other members of the 
Council. In the absence of a quorum any decisions thus made will be deemed to be interim  decisions and will 
be ratified at the subsequent properly constituted Council meeting unless objections are   received. 

Meetings 
The Council will meet at least ten times a year. The Chairperson will be in the chair. 

In the Chairperson’s absence, the Deputy Chairperson will chair. In the Deputy Chairperson’s absence, the                 

Parish Priest or his nominee will chair. 
 

 
Meetings – Standing Agenda Items 

The agenda of each ordinary meeting of the Council shall contain standing agenda items. All reports are to be 
written and provided to the Council members for consideration at least 48hrs prior to the meeting. Length of 
reports not to exceed one page. 

 

If any parish committees or parishioner have made a recommendation on any matter to the Council, that 
recommendation should be considered by the Council and either endorsed or further advice  given.   
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Motions 
All motions will be carried by simple majority of those members present. 

 

Absences 
If a Council member misses three consecutive meetings without leave from the Chairperson, that member’s position 

may be declared vacant at the next Council meeting. 

 

Casual Vacancies 
The Pastoral Council may appoint an eligible parishioner to fill a vacancy at any time during the year. 

 

Annual General Meetings 
A general meeting will be held annually to review the activities of the parish during the preceding year, to                      

present future strategies, and to confirm elected members to fill vacant positions on the Pastoral Council. The 

Chairperson of the Council will chair the meeting. All parishioners are eligible to attend and vote. Twenty-one 

days advance notice of the Annual General Meeting must be given. 

 

Submissions by Parishioners 
Parishioners wishing to have any matter considered at the Annual General Meeting will be required to submit 

such a matter in writing to the Secretary of the Council not less than fourteen days before the Annual General 

Meeting. 

 

Extraordinary General Meeting 
An extraordinary general meeting may be convened at any time by the Parish Priest, the Council, the                          

Chairperson of the Council, or on the written request of not less than ten parishioners who shall sign the notice 

of request and append their residential address. Not less than fourteen days notice shall be given of any                      

extraordinary general meeting. 

 

Change to Constitution 
The Constitution of the Council can be changed only at the Annual General Meeting or at an extraordinary                     

general meeting provided that at least seven days notice is given, and at least two-thirds of those present 

at the Annual General Meeting or extraordinary general meeting, who are eligible to vote, agree to such a 

change. 

 

Financial Management 
The Council has no financial responsibilities whatsoever; however, the Parish Priest may at his discretion seek 

the Council’s advice on items of expenditure. 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 

 

As we prepare this annual report for the year that has just 

concluded we are reflecting on the deaths of two significant 

people, in the persons of Fr John Barry in his 88th year, and 

Esmeralda (Beb) Larsen in her 105th year. Fr John was the 

third longest-serving priest in the parish, with 22 years of 

residence and 17 of those years as Pastor. ‘Beb’ came to the 

Parish of South Yarra in the 1930’s and remained in the area 

for the rest of her life. Both are worthy representatives of the 

clergy and the laity that have served the community here over 

130 years. 

The reality is that the parish community is inevitably a different one from the one that Fr John and Beb 

knew in their earlier years. The cross-section of the faithful we see worshipping from week to week 

should be enough reminder of that, should we need it. Needless to say the face of the Church in 

Australia and this city also reflects that transformation.   

Matters impacting our everyday life in the parish include, the outcome and recommendations of the 

Royal Commission into the Institutional Response to Child Sexual Abuse, the continuing transitory 

nature of residency in the area. The changing skyline within the parish boundaries reflecting our inner-

city identity, the scope of St Joseph’s Outreach Services in response to need in our community, and the 

struggle of all groups and organisations to maintain their cohorts of volunteers in a time of challenge 

and increasing accountability, are also important issues. I wrote as a priest returning to the parish after 

a long absence in 2009 that an outstanding characteristic of the parish community at that time was the 

high ratio of volunteers relative to the parish membership. That may still be the case but the 

maintenance and support of volunteers demands more of us. 

In 1985 I left Australia to embark upon 25 years of missionary work in South Korea, a significant moment 

in the life of the Augustinian Province of Australia. Some 35 years later, I am accompanied by a Korean 

Augustinian priest in the person of Fr Luca Park and we are soon to welcome a second Korean 

Augustinian priest Fr Matteo Cho, who while based in South Yarra, will serve the Korean Catholic 

Community worshipping at Mount Waverley. This reality too is a good indication of the changes that 

continue to occur. 

The impact of Child Safeguarding on volunteering and ministry in ecclesial life in our country is 

profound. The registering, training of and communication with our volunteers in this regard is occupying 

more and more of our energy. A Safeguarding Committee is now the norm in any parish or church 

organisation. The outcomes of the forthcoming Australian Plenary Council is as yet unknown but the 

view even from our parish perspective shows the chasms between competing voices in our church, 

progressive, liberal, conservative and traditional, or however we choose to label them.  

We remain blessed.  Even, as I write, when religious services are restricted or prohibited in parts of the 

world and the social and economic costs of the Coronavirus crisis are uncertain, we are able to gather, 

worship, serve our community and graced with a vibrant group of younger Catholics in our parish, the 

Young Adult Ministry members. We have much for which to be grateful. 
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

“One in mind and heart on the way to God” 

 

Parish of South Yarra Pastoral Council 2019-2020  

Parish Priest: Fr Brian Buckley, OSA 

Chair: Diana Jeske 

Secretary: Daniel Dorall 

 

Elected Members: Tony Grant, Charles Staa, Marc Lim, Stuart Philips and Diane Lazaroo 

 

The Parish of South Yarra has had another busy and exciting year since the last AGM in March 2019.  

 

January and February 2019 saw a complete personnel change in the Augustinian pastoral team of the parish. The 
parish farewelled Frs Michael Sullivan, Abel van der Veer, and Percival Sevare. We subsequently welcomed Fr Brian 
Buckley back to South Yarra, as parish priest. Fr Luca Park joined Fr Brian as assistant priest, and our community 
also welcomed back Fr John Barry who returned to South Yarra in retirement. Fr Brian has led our community over 
this past year with generosity of spirit, patient perseverance and a great deal of good humour. We are grateful for 
his leadership, the assistance and support provided by Fr Luca, and the spiritual support of both Fr Gerry Dullard 
and Fr John in 2019.   

 

In 2019, we welcomed Marc Lim and Stuart Phillips as new, elected members of the PPC. The AGM in March 2019 
saw Bernadette Dennis, Clare Taylor and Marc Dixon complete their terms on the PPC and this year’s AGM will see 
myself, Marc Lim and Diane Lazaroo complete their service to the PPC and retire. The parish is grateful for all the 
service and commitment of our PPC members, both those retired and those continuing on, over 2019-20.  

 

2019 was also a year of change in our parish office. Two new staff members were recruited over the course of the 
year. Aimee Helleran has joined us as our new business manager, and Stefphy Coosnapa as our new pastoral 
assistant. Both Aimee and Stefphy have seamlessly become invaluable members of our parish community and we 
are grateful for their hard work and tremendous contribution to the day-to-day working of our parish, and our 
wider parish life. 2019 also saw Richard  Anderson finish his tenure as our parish accountant. We are grateful that 
Aimee has taken on those responsibilities alongside her other duties.  

 

The spiritual life of the parish has continued its usual rhythm in 2019. Alongside the major celebrations in the 
liturgical calendar the parish hosted our annual Ecumenical Eucharist in August, which was well attended by both 
our parishioners and the worshippers at our fellow Christian churches in South Yarra. 

 

Faith formation for the young people of our parishes continues to thrive. Children are supported by regular 
Children’s Liturgies, and Children’s Masses, alongside annual sacramental programs. The Young Adult Ministry 
(YAM) in our parish continues to grow and provides a source of fellowship and friendship for our many young 
parishioners. Regular YAM masses and associated fellowship meetings are a great source of joy for all in our parish 
community.  

 

In 2019 our parish first trialled, and then adopted, a tap-point terminal system for donations to the parish. The 
Catholic Development Fund provided both the terminals and assistance in setting up the system. The system has 
been a tremendous success, allowing parishioners and visitors to our parish, who do not carry cash, to make 
contributions. The system has also had the added benefit of being used for fundraising initiatives in the parish, and 
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for St Joseph’s Outreach Service, for example, to sell parish BBQ tickets, or sausages at the Bunnings sausage 
sizzle for SJOS.  

 

Our parish continues to develop its child safety and wellbeing initiatives. The coordination efforts for these 
initiatives has now been moved into the parish office with Aimee taking the lead, assisted by a small committee of 
parishioners. Aimee has already implemented a strong, centrally-coordinated system and I am grateful for all her 
hard work and expertise in this area. I would like to thank all those parishioners who have assisted with the 
development of our child safety initiatives over the past two years, particularly Savina D’Souza and Clare Taylor. I 
would also like to thank all our parish volunteers who have cooperated with the new requirements and assisted 
the parish in helping maintain our compliance in this important aspect of parish life.  

 

In October, the PPC, alongside representatives from the various parish committees, attended a half-day retreat. 
The retreat focused on examining our current parish strengths and how to maintain those, as well as the 
challenges we face in 2020. A number of recommendations came from the retreat, including suggestions on how 
to help make the council more visible to our parish community; suggestions to help make both our meetings and 
membership more flexible to accommodate increasingly busy schedules and commitments among our 
parishioners; as well as renewed efforts to engage our parishioners, particularly newcomers, so that our parish 
remains the strong, welcoming community we love and cherish. 

 

Our parish year could not be completed without our Annual BBQ in November. As in previous years, a good time 
was had by all who attended. I would like to extend a huge thank-you to all who helped make the day a success, 
but, in particular to Sarah Henry, Margaret Ricardo and Charles Staa whose hard work and dedication on the 
organising committee were invaluable. 

 

In December, SJOS and the parish hosted its annual celebration to recognise and thank all the volunteers across 
the parish for their support and dedication throughout the year. Once again, the event was a great success and a 
good time had by all. 

 

On Christmas Day 2019, Fr John Barry passed away. A humble and dedicated servant of the parish, Fr John’s loss 
affected many in our community and his life was celebrated with a well-attended funeral mass early in January. 
Our parish community was blessed to have Fr John among us during his final year, and he continues to be in our 
prayers, as well as his family and all his many friends.  

 

It has been my honour and privilege to serve as PPC chair these past two years. The parish of South Yarra 
continues to thrive and, with God’s blessing, we will continue our mission of “one in mind and heart on the way to 
God” throughout the coming year.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Diana Jeske 

Chair 2019-2020 



18 

     VALE FR JOHN BARRY OSA                        

             Extract from the Funeral Eulogy                                                                                                 

       By Dr Elaine Barry      (January 3, 2020) 

When the great English architect Sir Christopher 

Wren died in 1723, his epitaph simply read: ‘If you 

seek his monument, look around you’. I’ve always felt it’s an epitaph 

that can equally be applied to less tangible legacies than great 

cathedrals like St Paul’s. 

 If you want a memorial to John, just look around you here. Look at the 

number of people who have come here today despite its being in the 

middle of a holiday period when so many are away and haven’t heard 

the news of his death. 

Above all, look at this parish of South Yarra --  one of the most socially progressive parishes in 

Melbourne, with its 12 emergency housing units (one reserved from the beginning for an asylum 

seeker), its homeless shelter, its community garden, its Food Store, its Bread Bank, its great sense of 

community, its legendary hospitality…All run by volunteers. 

This is not John’s legacy alone, of course. South Yarra has had a succession of enlightened parish priests 

and generous, visionary parishioners since the Augustinians arrived here in 1975. But it was John as 

Provincial at the time, who negotiated with the Archdiocese to bring the Augustinians to Melbourne 

(Or perhaps one should say ‘bring them back here’, since the first Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne 

was an Augustinian.) John himself worked in this parish for 24 years, 17 of them as parish priest. When 

changing demographics forced the closure of the old parish school, he guided the parish through such 

major projects as the creation of the Emergency Housing units in the building on the right of the  

church and the re-design of the building on the left as a Parish Centre. The South Yarra parish was dear 

to his heart. So many of his happiest memories and associations as a priest took place here. So many of 

his lifelong friendships were cemented here. 

Last night I had an email from a former Mayor of Stonnington, which read: ‘John was so highly 

regarded here that whatever he sought from the Council – community grants or other assistance- was 

always unanimously supported by Councillors. No mean feat in Stonnington. He was a very popular 

Citizen of the Year and widely loved in the local community’. 

John was born in Townsville in 1933. He attended a number of primary schools in various parts of 

Queensland before his education found some stability when he boarded for his secondary years at 

Nudgee College in Brisbane.  

After leaving school, he joined the Augustinian Order and, on finishing his Novitiate year in Brisbane, he 

was sent to the United States to complete his training for the priesthood.   On his return from America 

in 1959, he taught Science at Villanova college in Brisbane for nearly 10 years – until the move to 

Sydney on his election as Provincial. He loved teaching and was delighted to have been contacted in 

recent weeks by some of the students he taught in those years. 

At the age of 77, when we thought he might be free to return to his painting, his reading, his fishing, he 

was approached by the Provincial asking if he would be willing to go to Sydney as Prior of the Brookvale 
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community there, and specifically to act as a mentor for a group of young Augustinian seminarians 

from various countries in Asia who would complete their studies in Australia. Without hesitation he 

agreed to go. And although it took him some time to adjust to living again in Sydney where he hadn’t 

lived since he himself was Provincial there a generation earlier, he grew to enjoy his role as a father-

figure to a lively and engaging group of young men, and developed enormous respect for their 

individual personalities and talents. The mutual nature of that respect was summarised by one of the 

students who said spontaneously to me: “John is our blessing.”  His years with those students gave 

him another lease of life at a time when his health was beginning to fail him. He returned to 

Melbourne at the beginning of last year, but he was looking more and more frail as age took its toll. 

Our mother had a saying that she applied equally to cars, all household appliances – and to herself: 

“It’s better to wear out than rust out”. At the age of 86, having worked until he was 85, John was 

simply worn out. He’d had an extra 40 productive years after he nearly died of a massive heart attack 

at the age of 46. His was a richly fulfilled life – full of love, friendship, humour, courage and kindness. 

He was a man of deep faith who wore his faith lightly. He was an Augustinian to his core.   

If you seek his memorial, look around you. Rest in peace, John. 

 



20 

RENTAL FACILITIES  

The Parish has a great range of hire facilities available - the Library, Boardroom, Meeting Room, Archive 

Room, the Great Hall and the Catering Kitchen. Not only does this provide us with a significant revenue 

stream, it is also wonderful opportunity for us to develop and maintain meaningful relationships with 

local community members, business owners, community groups, schools and the like. 

In 2019 we were blessed with 12 regular tenants that included AA groups, Kung Fu and Martial Arts 

classes, meditation, dance and yoga groups. We also provided facilities to a number of schools who 

hold retreats and student development days annually here at the Parish. 

In January 2019 we welcomed Almost French Kindergarten to the Parish as a regular tenant also. They 

occupy the Great Hall every Thursday and Friday and operate a school holiday program also. It is great 

having the children onsite, hearing their laughter and voices in the Parish playground brings us so much 

joy. The kindergarten generated an additional $21,800 income for us in 2019 and we are pleased to 

announce service demand and growth has resulted in a third day of occupancy weekly in 2020. 

Our total rental income for 2019 was $161,868.00 compared to $148,238 in 2018.  

 

PARISH FINANCE REPORT 
The Parish gives thanks to the Finance Committee members who so generously gave their time serving the Lord 

across 2018–  Fr Michael Sullivan, Paul Mulqueen, Antoniette D’Andrea, Olivier Debliquy, John Pollaers , Richard 

Anderson and Emilie Rousset. Coming to the second quarter of 2019 there were some changes in membership 

that saw Fr Brian Buckley, Aimee Helleren (Business Manager) and Edmund Carew (Parishioner) join the 

committee whilst Fr Michael, Olivier, John and Emilie moved on from their roles. 

  

The Parish had a strong year financially in 2019. Whilst we finished with a deficit of -$2,505.00 it was far less 

than that reported for the previous financial year (2018) which was -$17,641. This was due to the additional 

rental income received from Almost French Kindergarten for occupying the Great Hall twice weekly across 2019 

and a general increase in both regular and casual tenancies. There was also a slight increase in donations, 

thanksgiving offerings and wedding bookings. 

 

We also benefited financially from the rental income received for the two cottages and the interest received on 

our CDF term investments, despite the low interest rates at present. 

 

Our greatest expense came from the restoration of St Thomas Aquinas Church early in 2019, and we will be 

forever grateful to Mr. Gavan Grimes for his bequest that made this restoration possible. Second to this expense 

were our wage costs which increased significantly in 2019 due to the hiring of our first Pastoral Associate in 

some years.  

 

Whilst we are blessed to have a number of facilities available for use here at the Parish Centre the utility costs, 

property insurance and expenses associated to the gardening, cleaning, maintaining and repairing our heritage 

listed buildings comes at a huge cost to the Parish also.  

 

Prepared by Aimee Helleren (Business Manager)  
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Income 2018 

  

2019 

Bequests N/A 
91,590 

Collections for other organisations N/A 
5,874 

Grants N/A 
1,000 

Interest Received 25,786 
33,346 

Rental - Cottages 34,420 
36,227 

Parish Centre Rental Income 113,818 
41,280 

SJOS Rental Income N/A 
48,510 

Almost French Kindergarten N/A 
21,800 

Wedding Income N/A 
14,300 

Donations 2,722 
4962 

St Thomas Restoration 2,009 
N/A 

Thanksgiving 105,944 
108,963 

Other Income 4,736 
1969 

Total Income $289,435 
$409,821 

    

Expenditure    

Office/Administration (General) 11,704 
18,840 

Accounting 13,594 
10,313 

Meetings/Catering 3,116 
1,495 

Travel / Vehicle Expenses 1,573 
3069 

Bank/Merchant Fees 448 
951 

Maintenance/Equipment N/A 
1,668 

Telecommunications / IT 9,500 
9,201 

Staff Amenities / Training 765 
1,653 

Diocesan Levies 24,060 
26,620 

Insurance 21,206 
25,963 

Security N/A 
1,855 

Cleaning Parish 20,939 
19.878 

Gardening 15,884 
18,061 

Utilities Parish 24,742 
25,801 

Repairs, Maintenance & STA Renovation 52,248 
120,636 

Property Management fees 711 
1,431 

Kindergarten Expenses 19,385 
1,629 

Salaries & Superannuation 72,519 
105,973 

Catechetics / Worship Items 7,653 
8,391 

Donations / Welfare Outreach 3,644 
8659 

Pastoral Retreat 2,382 
698 

Total Expenses $307,076 
$412,785 

     

Net Surplus (Deficit) -$17,641 - $2,964 

*Items marked N/A in 

the 2018 column were 

not itemised in the 

previous financial 

report provided by 

Richard Anderson. 
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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE VULNERABLE 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese now requires all Parish’s to establish a Safeguarding Committee rather than 

nominating Safety Officers. The purpose of this  committee is to share the responsibilities rather than 

one or two people being solely responsible for the Safeguarding portfolio.    

Official Committee members  include – Father Brian Buckley , Aimee Helleren, Stefphy Coosnapa, Kate 

Chard, Jamie Chard and until recently Claire Taylor, and Diana Jeske.     

     

The Archdiocese now requires all Parish volunteers to apply for a working with children check regardless 

of their roles and whether or not they work directly with children in their capacity as a volunteer. 

          

The Archdiocese is also in the process of creating an online safeguarding training session for all 

volunteers to complete every 3 years with quarterly meetings to be held moving forward 

 

They also recommend we formalise position descriptions for all parish volunteer roles. 

 

 

 

BUSINESS AND PERSONNEL 

 

2019 saw a lot of staff movement within the Parish. In February 2019 Father Brian returned from 

South Korea to take up the role of Parish Priest and Fr Michael Sullivan moved to Vietnam to 

continue his work for the Augustinians. 

In May 2019 our Business Manager Emilie Rousset moved back to France and Aimee Helleren joined 

the Parish as Business Manager. By that point, the restoration at St. Thomas Aquinas had been 

completed and Almost French Kindergarten, our newest regular tenants, had well and truly settled 

into their new premises here at the Parish. 

In August 2019 we welcomed our new Pastoral Assistant Stefphy Coosnapa. Stefphy is from 

Mauritius and came to Australia a few years ago to complete Theology Studies at Australian Catholic 

University. Stefphy has become an integral part of the Parish team since her arrival. She took charge 

of the sacramental programs, became involved in the chaplaincy program and works closely with 

our parish ministries to deliver events, build community and spread the word of the Lord. 

We also farewelled  our accountant Richard Anderson in November 2019. Prior to leaving Richard 

passed on his role to Aimee and offered to provide continuing support moving forward. 
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 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

First Holy Communion  

On 20th June 2019 a group of 12 children received their First Holy Communion on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi at a Mass at St Joseph’s celebrated by Fr Luca Park. The children were prepared by Di Brebner.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penance/ Reconciliation 

Towards the end of 2019, the Parish had the opportunity to prepare five children between six to 
twelve years old. The first reconciliation celebration was held on the evening of the 17th September 
2019, with the presence of the priest, family, friends and teachers. The candidates all come from 
different schools but were glad to make new friends in this new adventure.  
 
Prior to the celebration, the candidates attended four preparation classes at the Parish of South Yarra 
that lasted for four weeks. Each week, the teacher in charge would explore in depth the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation while involving life experiences in their everyday life such as at school, home and 
church. In fact, the children happily participated to the classes and contributed to the discussions in 
significant ways. The teachers and parents had a great time in learning about the younger 
generation’s thoughts and ideas.  
 
The celebrant was Father Brian Buckley and the teachers 
were Stefphy Coosnapa and Di Brebner. The celebration 
was concluded with a little get-together and the children 
were delighted to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
as part of their Catholic journey.  
 

With deep gratitude, the Parish of South Yarra would like 
to thank the parents for trusting us and believing in our 
commitment of helping the younger generation to grow 
in their faith. We are extremely blessed to have had the 
opportunity to accompany your children through their 
growth and development.  
Stefphy Coosnapa                   Pastoral Assistant 
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LITURGY AND PRAYER 

In the time-honoured tradition, Liturgy is at the 

heart of the Parish of South Yarra.  

In the last year our parish has celebrated three 

most important funeral Masses, each marking the 

end of an era for us. After a long illness Fr John 

Barry, our much loved Parish Priest and parish 

leader for nearly 25 years, died on Christmas Day 

2019. His funeral Mass on January 3rd was a 

wonderful and most fitting celebration of his life and 

service here in our parish. He is much missed and 

we thank God for his rich, gentle presence among 

us. 

On February 14th the longest serving member of our parish, Mrs Esmeralda (Beb) Larsen died. Aged 104, 

Beb had lived and worked in the parish for over 70 years; her children went to St Joseph’s School, her 

husband, Norman, was buried from St Joseph’s over 30 years ago and during her lifetime here, Beb 

served on the Parish Council and many parish committees, contributing enormously to the life of the 

parish. Her funeral on February 20th was a fitting tribute to her – a long life well lived in our parish. 

Last June another of the parish stalwarts, Therese Phillips, died on June 6th. Therese and her husband, 

Ivan, have been parish members for many years and Therese was  a great leader and mentor in the 

parish, taking major roles on Parish Councils, Liturgy Committees and prayer groups  and many parish 

committees. Her generous contributions to the parish  were enormous and her funeral on June 14th was 

a  great tribute to her wonderful spirit. 

Our sympathies and thanks go the Augustinians and to the families these three great parish figures and 

we thank God for them. 

 

Sunday Eucharists in both churches continue to be reasonably well attended with numbers maintained 

since 2019. Our major liturgical times of Advent- Christmas and Lent-Easter were again highlights of the 

year, with many people contributing to the organisation and prayerful participation of these Masses and 

throughout the year. Thanks to the children who led us in the gospel dramatization. 

Two special liturgies were celebrated again in 2019. The Interchurch Ecumenical Liturgies with our two 

neighbouring Anglican parishes, Christ Church South Yarra and St Martin’s Hawksburn, and the South 

Yarra Baptist Community continued in 2019 and are a wonderful source of shared prayer between the 

four communities. About fifty  people from the four communities gathered at St Joseph’s last year and 

after Mass, we enjoyed a delicious supper prepared by Toni Stuart and her helpers. Once again our 

parish will host the group on the Feast of the Transfiguration in August this year.                         

In November a small group gathered once again in the Tolentine Garden to celebrate the memorial Mass 

for our deceased parishioners and friends. 
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Many parishioners contribute to the smooth running of our churches and liturgies  and our special 

thanks to them: 

 The sacristans for their faithful care of and  preparations at both churches and all Masses:  at St 

Joseph’s, Connie Delphim (6pm Saturdays); Anne Semple, Kathryn Leung, Antonella Papa and Stuart 

Phillips (10.30 am Sundays); Natalija Pajmon, John Inton and Eugene Setaiwan (weekdays); Sandra 

Maroney for her beautiful floral décor at St Joseph’s; Mary Gaynor, Grace Lipinski, Andrew Balcerzak 

and their helpers at St Thomas Aquinas’. 

 Our thanks are extended to all the parishioners who take their turns as Welcomers, Collectors, Lectors 

and Eucharistic Ministers at all Masses. They help greatly to maintain our welcoming, friendly and 

reflective spirit, often commented on by visitors.  

 The Sunday Mass commentaries are thoughtfully written by Eileen Monagle, Stefphy Coosnapa and 

Di Brebner, and soon to be joined by Margaret Ricardo. 

 The musicians contribute enormously every weekend  to the joyful and prayerful participation of the 

congregations at each Mass: 

 Our thanks to Amy Yu, Ros McPherson, Melody Carew, Pam Khoo and Margaret Ricardo at St Thomas 

Aquinas; the YAM Sunset team of musicians, led by Marc Lim and Rafael Menezes (6pm Saturdays); 

Antoniette D’Andrea, Perlita Pepe, Sandra Maroney, Clare Taylor, Diana Jeske, Elizabeth Yu, Ann Maree 

Pagon, and Di Brebner and recently Terence (10.30am Sundays). Celina Da Silva continues in her 

wonderful dedication to the PPT preparations of the hymns used at 10.30 Mass, assisted on Sundays by 

Liz Muratore.  

 The Children’s Liturgies each fortnight at the 10.30 Mass are wonderfully led and guided by                    

I-Lynn Lee, Teresa Fels and Jamie Chard. It is a joy to see the children come back into the church 

carrying their work after their sessions. 

 A special word of thanks to our hard-working, efficient and always obliging Parish Secretary, Toni 

Stuart, for her enormous assistance with our liturgy preparations. Without her help we would not 

survive and we thank her once again for her gracious, skilful, smiling support.  

 More words of great thanks to Anne Semple who generously took over the roles of organising liturgy 

rosters and training liturgical ministers during the period  from Fr Percival’s departure until the  

appointment of our new Pastoral Assistant, Stefphy Coosnapa. 

 It has been good to welcome our new Pastoral Assistant, Stefphy Coosnapa, to the parish and  we  

welcome her growing roles in the liturgy in the parish. 

  Finally, special thanks to our hard-working Liturgy Committee for their dedication and commitment to 

the planning and preparation of the liturgies which grace our parish each week: Diana Jeske, secretary; 

Anne Semple, sacristan and ministries rosters and personnel training; Eileen Monagle, Sunday 

Commentaries and Prayers of Intercession; Roslyn McPherson, organist, St Thomas Aquinas, Margaret 

Ricardo, chorister at St Thomas Aquinas, Stefphy Coosnapa, Pastoral Assistant.  

 It is a privilege to work with Frs. Brian and Luca in the preparation of the parish liturgies while our much 

loved Fr Gerry is always  with us at the 10.30 Mass on Sundays; as we say each year, we are much 

blessed for their prayerful, thought-provoking and inspiring presiding at our liturgies. 

Di Brebner 
Chair, Liturgy Committee 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY  

Children's liturgy is held twice per month, meeting on the first and third Sundays of each 
month except school holidays and long weekends.  

We are joined by a group of children ranging from four to ten years old and the group is led by 
a rotating mix of parents I-Lynn Lee, Jamie Chard and Teresa Fels.  The safety and wellbeing 
of the children in our parish is paramount and  in line with our parish child protection policy, all 
group leaders have working with children checks. 

We typically spend time reading the gospel (children's version) and then spend time on some 
interactive activities to enhance the message from God. We also try to raise the children's 
awareness of love, humanity and make coming to church a positive experience for them. 

All new children are very welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP 
 

The meditation group meets every Friday after the 10 a.m. mass in St Joseph’s church. It is 

followed by sharing and discussion time over tea/ coffee at the Parish library. The group                

consists of around 8 to 12 people and new-comers are always welcome. 

The weekly session includes: 

Reading / listening to meditation resources 

20-minutes of silent meditation 

The group is linked to the World Community for Christian 

Meditation (WCCM) which offers helpful resources that are 

currently used. 

The group attended the  World Community for Christian 

Meditation National Conference in October  which was led by Fr Laurence Freeman OSB, a 

Benedictine monk and the spiritual guide and Director of The World Community for Christian 

Meditation. 
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PARISH VISITATION 

AGED CARE VISITING IN THE PARISH 

The Parish of South Yarra provides pastoral care to two local aged care centres namely; Mecwacare in Charles 

Street, Prahran and Coppin Centre Royal Freemasons in Moubray Street, Melbourne. The ministry has been shared 

among our Priests , the Pastoral Assistant and other volunteers. Pastoral care includes celebrating mass, giving 

Holy Communion to the sick and  assisting them spiritually  through prayers and the Sacrament of the Sick.  

 

There are about ten to fifteen residents who  are visited by  our pastoral worker  individually on Wednesdays, 

spending about ten to fifteen minutes with each person/ family. The residents are grateful to be in communion 

with God through prayers and the Eucharist while sharing numerous life experiences in between.  

At the Coppin Centre, the number of residents who attend the weekly communion service varies from ten to 

fifteen. On Thursdays, the pastoral worker or other volunteers happily spend an hour with the residents, sharing  

the Eucharist, prayers, songs and funny stories.  

On special occasions such as Christmas, Fathers Brian and Luca went to the centres to celebrate mass. Again the 

residents were happy to sense they belong to a community of faith on those important feasts in the Catholic 

Church. 

 

The pastoral care that our Parish has provided to the residents has been much appreciated by them, their family, 

friends and the staff. This ministry continues to be an important one in our parish, helping those in spiritual need 

both now and in the future and we are grateful for the trust those centres and families have in us.  

 

HOME VISITATION 

The Parish of South Yarra offers pastoral care to the people of the community who are unable to attend mass due 

to health issues or aging. In fact, the priests as well as the pastoral worker have been visiting numerous 

housebound parishioners in the year ending 2019. During the visit, the ministers pray together, offer Holy 

Communion and happily chat over a cup of tea. They always look forward to  visits from the Parish as it is a way to 

reconnect spiritually with the church community to which they contributed  in the past. We thank them all for 

their hospitality and generosity. 

Stefphy Coosnapa                                                                                                                                                                       

Pastoral Assistant 

SOUTH YARRA MINISTRY TO THE ALFRED HOSPITAL  

Our group of 11 volunteers take Communion to patients at The Alfred Hospital every 
Sunday and also Christmas Day. We generally work in pairs, with the average number 
varying between 3 patients each up to 7 each. I know that our presence is most 
appreciated by the patients. 

With the Catholic Chaplain on leave over the Christmas break last year, there were 
some difficulties in maintaining the regular system.  

I feel I should name our volunteers and thank them for their dedication. They are Di 
Brebner, Rukmal Demel, Bernadette Dennis, Ettore Giorgione, Robert Huggins, Lolita 
Lin, Raymund Rajen, Margaret Ricardo, Ona Stewart, Amy Yu and myself. Ona joined 
our group last year, and Robert has recently returned to the parish after a short 
absence. 

New volunteers are always welcome to join us in this most important ministry. 

Phil Brennan 

Parish of South Yarra Alfred Hospital Liaison 
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ECUMENICAL CELEBRATIONS IN SOUTH YARRA 

 

Each year our parish joins with three other churches in South 

Yarra to celebrate some of the major Christian feasts. On the 

feast of the Epiphany, January 6th, we gather at South Yarra 

Baptist Church; Ascension Thursday (usually in May) sees us 

with the Anglicans at Christ Church; the Feast of the 

Transfiguration, August 6th, is celebrated at St Joseph’s Church 

and we gather for the Feast of All Saints, November 1st, at St 

Martin’s Church Hawksburn. The Eucharists are always followed 

supper prepared by each church.  

These celebrations have continued over many years, from an 

initiative of the ministers and parishioners of that time. Our 

thanks today are extended to Rev. Nathan Nettleton (South Yarra Baptists), Rev. Luke Hopkins (St 

Martin’s), Rev Dr Craig D’Alton (Christ Church South Yarra ) and our priests, Frs Brian Buckley and 

Luca Park for continuing these combined liturgies, bringing the people of South Yarra/Hawksburn 

together to pray and enjoy each other’s company.  

We would like to see more parishioners attend these celebrations, not just at St Joseph’s, but at all 

of the churches. 
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FRIENDS OF ST. AUGUSTINE IN THE PARISH OF SOUTH YARRA 

 

In the latter part of 2019 Friends of Saint Augustine continued with 

the Scripture-based spirituality programme Augustine: Window on 

the Word. This programme has a focus on the Psalms, their 

importance in Augustine’s life and prayer and how the Psalms can be 

incorporated in our life story for each of us.  

A highlight of 2019 was the triennial Lay Congress of Friends of Saint 

Augustine. This took the form of a Congress on the move, with the 

guest speaker, Father Kieran O’Mahoney O.S.A., travelling to sessions 

being held for friends in Brisbane and Sydney. Due to scheduling 

constraints, Father Kieran was unable to attend our Melbourne 

Reflection Day on 7th September in person, however he recorded a 

video of his presentation “Joy in Believing”, which was extremely well 

received. Fr Kieran is a well-known biblical scholar currently working 

for the Archdiocese of Dublin in Ireland.  He broke open St Paul’s 

Letter to the Philippians. We explored St Paul within the context of his own time and were also presented a 

realistic picture of the Church of our time and encouragement for how we can move through and beyond these 

challenging times.  

The annual Leaders’ gathering in Brookvale in November provided an opportunity to hear from Father Dave 

Austin O.S.A. and Jacky Worthington, our National Leader and Father Paul Maloney, our Chaplain, all attendees 

at the IV International Congress of Lay Augustinians in Rome in June. The Congress was very affirming of our 

role as laity within the Augustinian Order.  

The Leaders’ gathering also enabled the sharing of feedback on the Australian Congress sessions with Father 

Kieran. This generated a number of themes to provide a context for our sessions in 2020. These have been 

woven into our current programme Augustine: Window on the Word and the World, developed by our 

Formation Co-ordinator, Maureen Atkins. As this is the year of the Plenary Council, consideration of the Church 

in the 21st century is particularly relevant. 

 We held our first gathering of this year on Shrove Tuesday, enjoying the hospitality of the Priory, for which we 

are most appreciative. This meeting enabled us to have an overview of the 2020 programme, including a 

guided meditation. More poignantly, it also gave an opportunity to mark the passing of Father John Barry, 

sharing recollections of his time in the Parish as well as, more recently, his active participation in our sessions 

on the Psalms. We also shared memories of a very loyal and longstanding member of Friends, Beb Larsen. 

As Friends of Saint Augustine in 2020 we can reflect on the parting advice from Fr Kieran in his presentation: 

“The times are indeed challenging. They call for a new and deeply personal engagement by each one of us. 

Programmes and initiatives will help to a degree but we will not be “saved” by better programmes or 

advertising or even by having a webpage! Instead we will be saved by letting ourselves be saved by Christ and 

by then becoming what we believe and proclaim. Then the springs of joy will be open for us.”  

Judith Duncan 
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YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY (YAM) REPORT 2019/20 

 

The Young Adults Ministry (YAM) is a group of 20 and 30-year old single or 
married Catholic adults, bound together by a common desire to follow Jesus 
more closely. Since its formation in 2017, this group has witnessed a greater 
presence of young adults in the parish of South Yarra, constituting 
approximately 50 members - a number that continues to grow. Coming 
from several different walks of life and representing approximately a dozen 
nationalities, this group has been brought together in faith, friendship and 
service. Some of these young adults have taken up singing in the St. Joseph’s 

Sunset Choir on Saturday evenings, actively participating in the liturgical ministries during mass and also 
volunteering at the Food Store run by St. Joseph’s Outreach Services (SJOS). We thank Fathers Percival 
and Michael - who moved on in their priestly journeys last year - for bringing us together and creating a 
sense of family among us, and we thank Fathers Luca and Brian for their guidance in taking this group 
forward in faith and worship.  
 
 
Each year, the YAM members come together every second Saturday of the month starting from March 
to celebrate the YAM Mass which is usually preceded by the recitation of the Holy Rosary. These masses 
are usually followed by a YAM event, as detailed below for the year under review, which are very well 
attended with the average participation being around 30 members for each event. 
 
 
The first event to kick-start the year 2019 was a Board games & Potluck Night in March that had a very 
good turnout. This was followed by a Faith Formation session in April which was run under the title ‘Why 
did Jesus die?’ in preparation for Easter and was based on the Alpha Youth Series. The YAM members 
were also instrumental in organising the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church in April. In May, the young adults were involved in a Pizza and Praise event where they were able 
to indulge in fellowship through conversation and song. This was followed by a Movie Night in June 
which brought together about 20 members who witnessed the magic and mayhem of Aladdin. 
 
 

In July, a Meet and Greet event was organised at which the YAM members were able to mingle with the 
parishioners of South Yarra and connect with new faces over a cuppa and some yummy snacks, and also 

bid farewell to two of its core 
members. This was followed by 
another Faith Formation session in 
August which involved fellowship over 
dinner followed by a talk on the topic 
of ‘Life is Beautiful’ led by Fr. Percival. 
September saw another Pizza and 
Praise event with the prayerful and 
uplifting music by the members of the 
Sunset Choir. In October, YAM 
pledged to support the SJOS Spring 
High Tea event, which was 
unfortunately cancelled due to 
unavoidable circumstances. To cap the 
year off, YAM organised its Annual 
Retreat in November at  St. Joseph’s 
Church which was very well attended. 
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Further to the above, some of the YAM members volunteered their time by helping out at the annual 
Parish BBQ in November. 
 

 
 
The YAM Core Group for 2019, which consisted of Marc Lim (Operations), Amelia Chantal (Events), 
David Leo (Liturgy), Rafael Menezes (Music) and Ash Miranda & Anuk De Silva, would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone to be involved in YAM for 2020 all the very best in leading this group in 
faith and worship. 
 
 

As always, we welcome questions and feedback, but above all else, we invite young adults who are 
interested in being part of a diverse, youthful, service-oriented and faith-centred group. You can either 
speak to any of the committee members or email us on yamsouthyarra@gmail.com if you wish to be a 
part of future YAM activities. You could also follow us on Facebook on www.facebook.com/YAMSYP 
and on Instagram @YAMSYP.   
 

On behalf of YAM, 

Ash Miranda & Anuk De Silva 

 

 

 

mailto:yamsouthyarra@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/YAMSYP
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30-54 Fitzgerald Street, South Yarra, 3141   Phone (03) 9866 7888 ABN 90 989 545 424 

 
ST JOSEPH’S OUTREACH SERVICES 

SJOS is committed to providing transitional housing and other support services to those in need in our 
community. SJOS continues to work to carry out the vision of former Parish Priest, the late Father John 
Barry OSA, who almost twenty years ago entrusted a committee in the Parish with the development of 
the former primary school and other buildings in the Parish to support this aim.  

 

The transitional housing is made up of 12 fully-furnished Units. The Committee of Management is 
responsible for the maintenance of these units, although the residents are selected by Homeground/ 
Launch Housing. Representatives of the Committee meet quarterly with their staff to discuss the needs of 
the residents and to assist Homeground in their understanding of the challenges we might face.  

 

Additional services to the community are provided in the form of a food store, bread bank and the SJOS 
Garden Club. The continuation of all of these activities depends upon the generosity of volunteers, and 
we are very grateful to those who willingly give of their time to support SJOS., many of whom come from 
outside St Joseph’s Parish.  There is always need for more assistance, and we encourage those interested 
to volunteer their services to spread the load. All volunteers are asked to conform to the Parish 
expectations concerning standards of child protection. 

 

As the housing units are now almost twenty years old, after constant occupation many are in need of 
refurbishment. The committee decided to start with a recently vacated unit, Unit 3, and a sub-committee 
is working with the architect and builder to update this unit completely. As each unit becomes vacant, it 
will be inspected closely and considered for renovation as needed.  As there is great demand for these 
units, this approach has the advantage that only one unit is out of use at any stage. 

 

SJOS is grateful for the individual donations and bequests we receive to enable our work to continue.  

The Grants Committee also applies for grants relevant to our services, and we are frequently the 
recipient of special purpose grants to assist our projects, such as the replacements of 
appliances, or the makeover of our storeroom.  

 

SJOS organises fund-raising events each year; these events also serve the purpose of promoting our 
activities and encouraging participation.  Unfortunately the planned SJOS High Tea had to be cancelled, 
but other recent activities have included Sausage Sizzles at Collingwood Bunnings, the Annual Combined 
parishes Raffle and the Annual SJOS Film night at the Como Cinema.  
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Planned events for this year include: 

 

Ongoing: Combined Parishes Raffle Ticket Sales after Sunday Masses 

Monday 30 March: 2020 SJOS Film Night  (the Personal History of David Copperfield) at Como Cinema 

Monday 8 June: Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Collingwood 

Saturday 22 August: Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Collingwood 

 

I thank all of the members of the Committee, particularly Bernadette Dennis for her untiring work as 
Secretary/Treasurer, and Peter Mahoney in dealing with constant requirements of building maintenance.  
I would also like to thank long-time committee member, Diane Brebner, who retired in February this year 
to spend more time on her other considerable Parish commitments. The generosity of all members of the 
group in terms of time, expertise and support is of great service to the Parish. 

 

 

Janet Maher 

President 

SJOS  
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THE HAVEN 

 

The Haven South Yarra Family Hub Committee continues to meet every two months. I represent St 
Joseph’s Parish on this committee, which along with families of the residents includes Ric Walsh (the 
CEO of the Haven Foundation) and the Manager of the Haven.  The Parish priest, Father Brian Buckley, 
also attends when his other duties in the Parish permit. 

 

The Haven was established in order to provide appropriate residential accommodation for those who 
have a mental illness, to enable them to live independently in the community. Planning of the Haven 
began in 2003, and the present building was opened in the former convent in April 2011.  Since then 
the Haven model has been adopted in a number of locations:  Haven Frankston was opened in 2018, 
Havens at Geelong, Laverton and Epping are in the design phase, and land is being purchased at 
Packenham and Mooroopna for future Haven projects.  

 

Over the last two years the Haven has come under the auspices of Mind Australia. Although the 
transition has entailed some challenges, on the whole this move has been beneficial to the Haven and 
well received by all stakeholders. Allan Fels, a member of the committee, is a Board member of Mind 
Australia. 

 

The transition to the NDIS (National Disability Insurance Scheme) has also provided some challenges in 
handling funding issues and sourcing assistance, but these too have lessened as the scheme has 
progressed, and most experiences have resulted in satisfactory outcomes. 

 

Residents of the Haven and their families are actively encouraged to consider themselves members of 
the Parish Community. They are invited to Parish Social activities, and participate in the work of the 
Community Garden Club in the area behind the Priory. However, the nature of their mental health 
issues sometimes inhibits participation.  

 

The Haven South Yarra Family Hub Committee earlier this year made a generous donation to the 
ongoing work of the Parish in memory of Father John Barry OSA.  The accompanying card read: 
“Father Barry will always be highly regarded by residents and families of Haven South Yarra for his 
trust and vision in the support of long-term permanent housing for those with enduring mental health 
issues, needing compassionate support and empathy to enhance their individual talents and needs. A 
gently loving man who lived his faith calling.”  The 
committee obviously appreciates the commitment 
of Father Barry in the establishment of the Haven, 
and the ongoing work of the Parish in supporting 
his mission. 

 

 

Janet Maher 

Parish Representative 

The Haven South Yarra Family Hub Committee. 
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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH CENTRE 

30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra 

P.O. Box 21 South Yarra VIC  3141 

Tel: 03 9826 9677  

Email: secretary@parishofsouthyarra.org.au 

Website: www.parishofsouthyarra.org.au 

 

MASS TIMES 

St Joseph’s Church 

30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra 

Sat Vigil 6pm; Sunday 10.30am 

Weekdays (except Monday): 10am; Sat 9am 

 

St Thomas Aquinas’ Church 

43 Bromby St South Yarra 

Sunday 9am  

Weekdays (except Monday): 12.45pm 

 

 

Augustinian Community 

Parish of South Yarra 

Fr Brian Buckley OSA PP 

Fr Luca Park OSA 

Fr Gerald Dullard OSA  (Retired) 

 


