An Advent Sermon From St. Augustine
Do Not Resist the First Advent and the Second Will Not Terrify Us
Then all the trees of the forest will exult before the face of
the Lord, for he has come, he has come to judge the earth.
He has come the first time, and he will come again. At his
first coming, his own voice declared in the gospel:
Hereafter you shall see the Son of Man coming upon the
clouds. What does he mean by hereafter? Does he not
mean that the Lord will come at a future time when all the
nations of the earth will be striking their breasts in grief?
Previously he came through his preachers, and he filled the
whole world. Let us not resist his first coming, so that we
may not dread the second.
What then should the Christian do? He ought to use the
world, not become its slave. And what does this mean? It
means having, as though not having. So says the Apostle:
My brethren, the appointed time is short: from now on let
those who have wives live as though they had none; and
those who mourn as though they were not mourning; and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing; and those who buy as though they had no
goods; and those who deal with this world as though they had no dealings with it. For the form of
this world is passing away. But I wish you to be without anxiety. He who is without anxiety waits
without fear until his Lord comes. For what sort of love of Christ is it to fear his coming? Brothers,
do we not have to blush for shame? We love him, yet we fear his coming. Are we really certain
that we love him? Or do we love our sins more? Therefore let us hate our sins and love him who
will exact punishment for them. He will come whether we wish it or not. Do not think that because
he is not coming just now, he will not come at all. He will come, you know not when; and
provided he finds you prepared, your ignorance of the time of his coming will not be held against

