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Australian Catholic Church Plenary Council 2020 – 
What is the Spirit Saying to Us about the Way our 

Church is Governed? * - Fr Michael Sullivan OSA 

   The theme of the discernment phase in the lead up to the 
first session of the 2020 Plenary Council is “Listen to what 
the Spirit is saying”. Each one of us is to answer the ques-
tion, “What do I think God is asking of us in Australia at this 
time?” 
   One of the central issues that I believe will be discussed 
during the 2020 Plenary Council is:                                  
What is the Spirit saying to us about the way our 
Church institution is governed? 
   Following the release of the report on the findings of the 
Royal Commission into Responses to Institutional Child 
Abuse earlier this year, a number of prominent Catholics 
who have reflected on the failures of leadership in our 
Church have stated that part of the reason for the failure 
has been our structure of governance (1) in the Church 
where lay people cannot be heard or participate in                  
decisions made by the Church’s leaders.  
   Francis Sullivan, the former CEO of the Truth, Justice 
and Healing Council which was established by the Australi-
an Bishops’ Conference to look into the reasons for the 
failure of our Church’s leaders to respond to child abuse in 
our church had this to say in a speech in Canberra in 
March this year: 
   "Governance must reflect the identity, ethos and purpose 
of what it is to be Church, or things can and did go very 
badly wrong .... The Church must not fall into the trap of 
maintaining a rigid, defensive focus where its mission, as              
articulated by the Gospel, is undermined by expediency 
and self-preservation. The leadership of an organization, 
including the Catholic Church, shapes the assumptions, 
values, beliefs and norms of its culture. This in turn influ-
ences how individuals behave, particularly with vulnerable 
people. Most, if not all Church leaders, are now prepared to 
call the abuse crisis for what it is. But we will only know if 
anything has really been learnt when we see how the 
Church leadership responds to the Royal Commission's 
recommendations over the next couple of years.” (2)  
   A number of Catholic theologians and writers have writ-
ten in recent years about the need for lay people to be                  
thoroughly involved in the governance structure of our 
church. This is not to be seen as merely giving a                         
concession to lay people, but as something that should be 
intrinsic to our church structure. 
    Robert Mc Clory, a US Catholic writer, has written about 
Blessed John Henry Newman’s (1801-1890) understanding 
of the responsibilities of lay people in the Church. What 
Cardinal Newman had to say is especially relevant to us as 
we prepare for the 2020 Plenary Council. Cardinal New-
man considered it essential for bishops and leaders in the 
Church to listen to lay voices in the Church and that it is a 
terrible mistake, “when decisions regarding teaching, even 
dogmas, are made without consulting the sense of the 
faithful (sensus fidelium) or the agreement of the faithful 

(consensus fidelium). Such consultation … should not be 
seen as a mere act of kindness or courtesy toward the                  
laity; rather it is an absolute necessity, one of the essential 
ways the Church comes to know its tradition.” (3) 
    The result of Church leaders not listening to lay voices in 
the Church is clericalism, where those ordained to leader-
ship in our Church forget the commandment of Christ to be 
servants to others and are no longer accountable to the 
people whom they were ordained to serve. 
   I have read (4) that the late Archbishop Leonard Faulk-
ner, who served the Adelaide Church 1985-2001, decided 
at the time he began his ministry as archbishop not to have 
an auxiliary bishop. Instead he adopted a new model of                
governance involving a pastoral team which included a 
priest, a religious and a lay person. The religious and the 
lay person were women. This model of governance was 
praised at the Royal Commission. 
    For the past 2,000 years, the believing Christian                          
community has lived in many different cultures and varying 
historical situations which have influenced the development 
of the structures, rituals, customs and life of the Church as 
they exist today, but which are not essential to the                    
proclamation of the Gospel that Jesus preached, and which 
can be changed without detriment to the mission which has 
been entrusted to us as disciples of Jesus. 
   Through the convocation and processes of the 2020                  
Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia, all of 
us are invited to listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to us 
about the way the church is governed, and to look once 
again at what other things need to change in order for us to 
be faithful to the mission that Jesus has entrusted to us in 
Australia. 
   In our parish small group meetings are being arranged so 
that people may be part of the prayer and discernment time 
in the lead up to the Plenary Council. However, there is no 
need for anyone to wait to attend these meetings. All are 
invited to reflect and pray about what the Holy Spirit is               
asking of us. Every person’s story of faith and experience 
of faith and the church is important! You can find out more 
about how to participate and listen to what the church is 
saying to us through our experiences by going online to: 
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 

* Quotations taken from a 2018 republished article in Catholica, “Who is Accompanying 
Whom at the Plenary Council?” by David Timbs. http://www.catholica.com.au/gc4/
dt/028_dt_print.php 

 

(1) “Governance is a term used to describe how organisations are directed, controlled and 
held to account, encompassing the leadership, authority, accountability, culture and  
control of an organisation. Good organisations have good governance with high levels of 
accountability, transparency and inclusiveness of their members, regardless of gender or 
other diversity.” - Final report on the Open Letter to the Bishops with comments (Accessed 
01/-6/2017) (2) A March 22, 2018 address to a gathering of Concerned Catholics in             
Canberra, ACT. (3) Robert Mc Clory:  As it was in the Beginning. The coming                         
Democratization of the Catholic Church (New York: Crossroad Books, 2007), 55 .(4) The 
Tablet, 15 September 2018 – Letter from Fr. Tony Pearson, South Australia. 
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A MONTH OF CELEBRATIONS 

 
August in our Parish of South Yarra was certainly a 
month of celebration and festivities. 
 

Early in the month we were host to the Ecumenical                   
celebration of the Eucharist which brought together                   
different Christian faith traditions represented by the                
several churches in our neighbourhood.  
 

It was a cold Melbourne Monday evening as we gathered 
but we were warmed by the welcome, friendliness and 
collegiality that were extended to each other.  
 
A former parishioner, Kevin Pethebridge, was a leading 
light in establishing and formalising ecumenical                    
relationships through these celebrations. They have been 
a  feature of our calendar every year as the services                 
rotate quarterly between the parishes. This is symbolised 
in the ritual by passing the ecumenical candles, lit at the                   
commencement of the ceremony, from the current host to 
the next at the end of the celebration. 
 

It was a joyful and meaningful service, led by Fr. Michael 
O.S.A., parish priest at St. Joseph’s; Fr. Paul Bower of 
Christ Church, Anglican, Preacher; and Fr. Luke Hopkins 
of St. Martin’s, Hawksburn, Anglican, who accepted the 
Ecumenical Candles for the next celebration on All Saints
-day, November 1.   
 
The celebration of the Eucharist was enriched by all 
those who contributed so respectfully and effectively 
whether members of the congregation, musicians,                      
readers, processors, eucharistic ministers or those who 
prepared the church for the celebration. The liturgy                           
emphasised what we have in common rather than what 
might be thought to divide.  

 
An important 
part of such  
celebrations has 
been the             
opportunity to 
get to know 
each other                  
better 
while                                    
sam-

pling our                 
well-reputed                  
refreshments             
prepared behind 
the scenes with 
such flair by 
Anita D’Andrea 
and her team 

Towards the end of August our celebrations took another 
focus, this time a celebration of the feasts of St Augustine 
and his mother St Monica. Of course, being an                          
Augustinian parish, this was of particular relevance. It 
was comforting to hear that Augustine and indeed his 
mother, Monica, did not show any signs of ‘saintliness’ 
until adulthood, and then seemingly through the power of 
prayer and example! 
 
Fr Michael outlined the historical Augustinian presence in 
Australia, beginning with the arrival of Fr James Alypius 
Goold OSA in 1838 in Sydney in answer to the call to be 
a missionary. Eventually the Augustinians arrived here in 
1976/7 to care for our parish.  
 

We have been fortunate 
in our priests, currently 
Fathers Michael, Abel, 
Gerry and Percival (who 
was on holiday at the 
time of this celebration). 
Their strong focus on 
community and social 
justice is underpinned by 
the charism of Augustine.  
 

What was of interest to many was to learn of the                      
geographical spread, or mission, of the Augustinians 
throughout parts of SE Asia: India, Korea, Papua New 

Guinea…. and a strong 
presence in the                   
Philippines that contrasts 
with the one priest in all 
of China. 
 

A significant component 
of the celebration was the 
commissioning of Stuart 
Phillips as lay Eucharistic 
Minister.  
 

It was an occasion for all 
of us not only to celebrate 
with him, but also to                  

reflect on our own response to the call to ministry in our 
parish, in whatever form it might take. 

No celebration in our 
Parish of course, would 
be complete without our 
‘feast’ in an atmosphere 
of conviviality and good 
cheer – but particularly 
on the feast day of 
Saints Augustine and 
Monica. We are gifted 
indeed! 
 

                  Anne Semple.                                             



AN AUGUSTINIAN PRIEST/MARTYR/SAINT. 
 
A proud chapter in the history of the Augustinians is that  
of their  Japanese martyrs,  including the first Japanese to 
be ordained a priest in the Order of St. Augustine,  
Fr.Thomas ‘Kintsuba’ Jihioye OSA, who suffered for their 
faith  between 1617-37. Their feastday is September 28. 
  
Background. 
It was in 1549 that St. Francis Xavier came to Japan, 
shortly after Portuguese traders had been allowed to           
establish a trading post there.  In little time he made his 
first converts and, as the official representative of the king 
of Portugal, was well-received at the Imperial Court, and 
received permission to teach.  After two years in Japan 
St. Francis left to return to India, leaving other missionar-
ies to continue the work he had started. By 1563 these 
had gained more than 10,000 converts, and when the 
feudal lord of Omura accepted Baptism that year this 
number increased even more rapidly, rising to about 
150,000 by 1582. 
 

In 1587 an edict was issued by the Imperial Court placing 
a ban on Christianity, and the first wave of persecutions 
began, that led to a spate of executions in 1597. 
 
However, thanks to the protection of a number of feudal 
lords these measures took time to take effect, and when 
in 1602 the first Augustinian missionaries arrived in Japan 
from Spain, Portugal and Mexico they still found a vast 
vineyard available to them, where daily their harvest            
increased, with many conversions to the faith.  The                
Augustinian life also took root, with professed, tertiaries 
and Confraternity members. Suddenly, however, in 1614 
persecution came and the great hopes vanished. Non-
Japanese missionaries were expelled back to Mexico and 
Europe or went into hiding, together with those who               
remained loyal to the faith they had embraced. The story 
of Thomas Jihioye is one of these. 
 
A priest on the run. 

Thomas was born in Omura in1602 
when that city and the surrounding 
areas were still experiencing substan-
tial freedom, even able to maintain a 
minor seminary till 1614 when all mis-
sionaries, catechists and seminarians 
were expelled from the country,  
Thomas, at the age of 12 being 
among them.  He continued his              
studies in Macao for a 6 years, but 
was then forced back to Japan when 
that seminary was closed as well. 
 

He began to work as a Catechist and 
preacher, and experienced the first taste of insecurity in a 
missionary’s life, often needing to flee from place to place, 
hiding in caves. 
 

However, this only increased his desire to become a 
priest, and meeting an Augustinian missionary living a 
similar precarious life, he felt called to become a member 
of the Order, and thus encouraged found passage to                
Manila where he was admitted to the Order in 1622 and 
ordained in 1628. 
Meanwhile it had become almost impossible to get back 
to Japan but, having disguised himself, he finally set foot 
in Japan again towards the end of 1631. 

 

Shortly after his arrival he discovered that Fr. Bartholome 
Gutierrez, the superior of the small band of Augustinians 
who had continued to do their work secretly, was impris-
oned in Nagasaki.  In a bold move he got himself hired as 
a groom, taking care of horses at the magistrate’s head-
quarters, and so was surreptitiously able to visit and            
encourage Fr. Gutierrez every day, while at night he went 
secretly from house to house, strengthening the weak, 
hearing Confessions, saying Mass and even making new 
converts. 
 

After the martyrdom of Fr. Gutierrez, together with six   
others in September 1632, he had to go in hiding, but still 
ministering as much as he was able to at night.                     
Constantly on the move, with a price on his head, and 
posters showing his likeness (he was quite tall) in every 
town or village near Nagasaki, he continued his labours 
until betrayed on Nov. 1, 1636. 
 

For more than 12 months he was atrociously tortured to 
make him give up his faith, so that his defection would 
encourage other Christians to give up as well.  But in 
spite of all they did to him, including a form of water                 
torture, having iron pins forced into his finger and toe nails 
up to the joint, being suspended upside down repeatedly 
over a sewage pit for days on end, he refused to give in, 
until on Nov. 6

th
, 1637 his body could take no more, and 

he died from suffocation over the pit. 
 

Yet even on the day when he was taken from prison the 
final time, as soon as he left prison he began to shout: 
“Faith in Christ lasts forever”, and “I am going to my death 
because I love Jesus and believe in Him.”  When they 
gagged him he continued with the shaking of his head to 
deny vehemently a proclamation “Thomas has given up 
the faith”. 
 

Fr. Thomas “Kintsuba” Jihyoe OSA, officially beatified on 
November 24, 2008, truly deserves the martyr’s crown. 
                                                                                    Fr Abel 
 

Ten things God won’t ask you on your last day. 
1. God won’t ask you what kind of car you drove, He’ll 

ask how many people you drove who didn’t have 
transportation. 

2. God won’t ask you the square footage of your 
house, He’ll ask how many people you welcomed 
into your home. 

3. God won’t ask you about the clothes you had in 
your closet, He’ll ask how many people you helped 
to clothe. 

4. God won’t ask what your highest salary was, He’ll 
ask if you compromised your character to obtain it. 

5. God won’t ask what your job title was, He’ll ask if 
you performed your job to the best of your abilility. 

6. God won’t ask how many friends you had, He’ll ask 
how many people to whom you were a friend. 

7. God won’t ask in what neighbourhood you lived, 
He’ll ask how you treated your neighbours. 

8. God won’t ask about the colour of your skin, He’ll 
ask about the content of your character. 

9. God won’t ask why it took you so long to seek 
Salvation, He’ll lovingly take you to your mansion in 
heaven, and not to the gates of Hell. 

God won’t ask how many people you shared this with, He 
already knows whether or not you are ashamed to share 
the Good News with your friends.                                            
(Martin Luther King.) 



 

SJOS REPORT – SEPTEMBER CHRONICLE 
 

2018 HIGGINS COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEER 
AWARD 

On Thursday 2    
August, one of the 
SJOS Volunteers, 
Clare Taylor, was 
duly rewarded for 
her services to the 
community with a 
Volunteer’s 
Award. The 
presentation                
evening was held 
at the Malvern 
Town Hall, with 
former Premier of 
Victoria, Ted 
Baillieu, making the 

key note speech. Clare received her award from The Hon 
Kelly O’Dwyer MP and Ted Baillieu with some of the SJOS 
Committee in attendance. 
 

SJOS COMEDY NIGHT 
A one-night Comedy Festival is coming to South Yarra 
with the SJOS Comedy Night to be held on Saturday 20 
October 2018 at the South Yarra Parish Centre at 30-54 
Fitzgerald Street South Yarra. The doors will open at 7:00 
pm with the show commencing at 7:30 pm. The                
comedians for the night will be DAVE O’NEIL, MONICA                  
DULLARD & BRAD OAKS. The tickets are priced at 
$45.00 per person for this fundraising event for SJOS and 
the Parish of South Yarra. Tickets will be available at the 
Parish Office and via www.trybooking.com/421526 
 

A BEQUEST FOR SJOS 
Recently SJOS received a fairly substantial bequest, a gift 
in a will. This has provided SJOS with a wonderful   
opportunity to ensure a sustainable future for SJOS. We 
also plan to really honour this amazing supporter who 
made the unselfish decision to leave a gift to SJOS in his 
will. For all those connected to this gift, and all those who 
so generously gift to SJOS, we thank you, as only through 
your support can we continue the services SJOS provides. 
 

VALE DEBBIE MERCOVICH 

It was with sadness that we heard last week that Debbie 

Mercovich, one of the SJOS Volunteers, had lost her 

fight with cancer. Debbie lost her battle and she will be 

missed as she was such a strong supporter for SJOS. In 

her time, Debbie has cleaned the units, worked on                

Sausage Sizzles, sold Film Night tickets and enthusiasti-

cally promoted SJOS to other organisations with whom 

she connected. Thank you, Debbie, for all your efforts. 

R.I.P. 

                                                     Bernadette Dennis 

 
NEW ON OUR PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL. 
 

CHARLES STAA. 
As a new member of the PPC , I would 
like to introduce myself  as Charles 
Staa, and I currently work as a coffee 
roaster.  I am very blessed to have a 
loving wife, a daughter and a son.  We 
migrated from indonesia in 2008 as a 
young couple looking for a better 

quality of life.  We were brought up by our parents as 
Catholics and when we arrived in Melbourne, we were 
searching for a Catholic church nearby.  It was fortunate 
for us to find St. Joseph close to where we live as we 
would like our children to learn about Jesus and the love 
that he taught us.  We usually attend the 10.30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass at St. Joseph.  Being a new member on the 
Parish Pastoral Council, I hope that I would be able to 
learn more about Jesus Christ  and contribute positively 
the the church’s activities and initiatives. 
 

TONY GRANT. 
I’m Tony Grant, moved 12 months ago 
into a new St. Kilda Road apartment, in 
a building in which I worked some years 
ago.  Still getting used to apartment 
living, though one thing is for sure - all 
my gardening time is now on the golf 
course not around the house!  I’m a part
-time Finance Manager with Blind 
Citizens Australia, and have worked in 

financial mangement and consulting for 40 years.  Married 
to Maureen for 45 years, with one surviving  son Bernard 
who lives with his wife in Sydney, who he met while 
working in Hong kong for 7 years.  We normally attend 
10.30 am Mass at St. Joseph’s and have always been 
involved in parish life, - in St. Finbar’s, East Brighton for 30 
plus years, and looking forward to being an active part of 
the South Yarra Community for many  years to come. 
 

DIANE LAZAROO. 
Hello, I’m Diane Lazaroo. I work in 
Advertising as an Account Manager. I 
attend any of the Masses in the parish, 
either at St. Joseph’s or St. Thomas 
Aquinas, depending on my schedule.  I 
am  a member of the Young Adults 
Ministry (YAM) and lector for the evening 

Masses at St. Joseph.  Occasionally (and somewhat 
reluctantly as I don’t consider myself a good singer!) I sing 
in the choir if they need extra voices.  I also had the 
privilige of sponsoring an RCIA candidate who was 
baptised this Easter.    My reasons for joining the PPC is 
to be of a support to our beloved parish, and to ficilitate 
greater involvement between YAM and the PPC. 

The beginning…      the middle…..           and the end.   

The following have been added to the Christian                

community via the waters of Baptism: Chiara Spink,                 

Rafael Oliver, Jack Duncan, Isaac Lambrou, Evander 

Lambrou, Harvey Varney, William Jelenich, George 

Sanchez, Matilda Goll, William Horgan, Harry Slade,              

Noah Laveglia, Emilia Van Wissen. The knot was tied 

between…Jason Ng & Vicky Chau, James Cicero & 

Julie Speranza .While Bridget Goll returned to her                     

Creator. 

http://www.trybooking.com/421526

