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PARISH PRAYER 

Lord, help us, 

your parish community of South Yarra, 

to be open to the call of your word. 

 

Grant us the grace to be sensitive 

to the needs of each other 

and to show a welcoming spirit to all. 

 

Create in us a generous spirit 

so that we may build, protect and affirm 

a more loving community. 

Amen 
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An Augustinian parish values... 

 offering a personal and unconditional welcome to all and the opportunity for 
friendship and social interaction in different contexts 

 the personal attributes of its members and the diversity of gifts they bring: their 
expertise and talents; their commitment and sense of shared responsibility and 
loyalty 

 commitment to social justice within and beyond our immediate community 

 the opportunities and encouragement provided for leadership and service in      
different ministries in the parish and broader community 

 the leadership and service of the ordained ministers, religious and Parish                    
Associates, support staff and volunteers 

 the history and traditions of our faith drawn together under the Augustinian                  
charism 

 the ecumenical diversity of different faith traditions in the wider community 

 meeting the challenges of the times, being open to change, and responding               
constructively 

 the responsible stewardship of its resources 

The Augustinians 

The Augustinians are a religious Order in the Catholic Church whose special call it is to live 

together in communities of love, humility, friendship and a sharing  of the goods in the service 

of the Gospel. 

Inspired by the teaching and spirituality of St. Augustine of Hippo, Fr James Alypius Goold 

came to Australia in 1838 to work in the Sydney area. Later he moved to the colony of Victoria 

and became the first bishop and archbishop of Melbourne where he served from 1848 until his 

death in 1886.  

 The Augustinians came to the Parish of South Yarra in 1976 where they have become the 

inspiration of its Social Outreach to the poor, the homeless and the disadvantaged. 
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Parish Vision 

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one 
in mind and heart on the way to God,  

 where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through prayer 
and celebration of the Eucharist,  

 where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others 
in the wider community,  

 where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
seek to draw others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

                                                                                   Amended February 2018 

The Parish of South Yarra acknowledges the Wurundjeri people who are the                     

Traditional Custodians of the Land. 

We also pay our respects to the Elders both past and present of the Kulin Nations 

and extend that respect to other Indigenous Australians who are present in our 

community. 
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Annual General Meeting 2018 

AGENDA 

 

Date: Sunday 18 March 2018 

Time: 11.45am 

Place: St Joseph’s Parish South Yarra 

 

Parish Priest: Father Michael Sullivan OSA 

Chair: Savina D’Souza  

Secretary: Clare Taylor 

 

 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer—Fr. Michael Sullivan OSA 

2. Apologies 

3. Presentation and Acceptance of Minutes of 2017 Annual General 

Meeting 

4. Presentation of 2018 Annual Report— Brief commentary from             

Fr. Michael Sullivan OSA 

5. YAM (Young Adult Ministry) — Daniel Dorall 

6. Questions arising from the  2018 Annual Report 

7. Acceptance of Annual Report 

8. Other business 

9. Meeting close 
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PARISH OF SOUTH YARRA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SUNDAY 23rd JULY 2017 

MINUTES 

(Prepared by Eric Dezaunay) 

 

Parish Priest: Father Michael Sullivan OSA 

Chair:  Clare Taylor 

Secretary: Eric Dezaunay 

WELCOME AND PARISH PRAYER 

Given by Father Michael 

ATENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

According to the attendance sheets, 41 persons were in attendance and 4 apologies were given. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (24th JULY 2016) 

MOVED –  Paul Mulqueen  SECONDED – Di Brebner 

No matters arising from the minutes.  

PRESENTATION OF THE 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

MOVED –  Paul Simmons  SECONDED – Bernadette Denis  

Presentation given by Father Michael. 

The annual report was made available in printed copy as well as electronic copy on the Parish Website                        
before the meeting. 

Attendance sheet 
Abel Van Der Veer Jorge Sanchez 
Allan Fels Joyce Flint 
Amy Yu June Pereira 
Anita D’Andrea Kelly Barnes 
Antoniette D’Andrea Magdalene Ong 
Bernadette Denis Margaret Ricardo 
Bryan Young Marie-Helene Debliquy 
Celina Da Silva Mary Gaynor 
Clare Taylor Melody Carew 
Daniel Dorall Michael Hammet 
David Quin Michael Sullivan 
Di Brebner Olivier Debliquy 
Diana Jeske Patricia O’Rourke 
Edmund Carew Paul Mulqueen 
Eileen Monagle Percival Sevare 
Eric Dezaunay Raymund Rajen 
Genene McCarthy Roslyn McPherson 
Gerry Dullard Sally Mpaluko 
Jack Ryan Sergio Fassio 
Janet Maher Tony Dawson 
John Flint   

Apologies 

Ann Semple 

Marc Dixon 

Savina D’Souza 

Teresa Fels 
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Key points from Father Michael’s presentation included: 

In addition to our parish being a place of prayer and worship, there are six characteristics of any parish that 
seeks to SERVE parishioners and the wider community. 

 

Six characteristics of the Parish – Our Parish needs to be: 

A place of welcome, hospitality and belonging 

A place of compassion and outreach to the needy of our society 

A place of care for families, single people, the elderly and the young 

A place of witness to the Good News through solidarity with the powerless and advocacy for justice 
where injustice occurs 

A place of education and faith development for parishioners 

A place of stewardship of parish facilities and finances  

Aspiration for the coming year: 

Continue to nurture the Young Adult Ministry 

Continue the pastoral development of younger children 

Continue with RCIA and adult faith development, including retreat days 

 

AMMENDMENT TO THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) CONSTITUTION 

MOVED –  Paul Simmons  SECONDED – Bernadette Denis 

Presentation given by Clare Taylor. 

Clare read the updated Parish Vision:  

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one in mind and heart on the way 
to God, where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through personal prayer and celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others in the 
wider community, where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and seek to 
draw others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

Corrections discussed and accepted at the AGM: 

TERM: Each elected member may serve two consecutive terms unopposed. The length of each term is of two 
years. 

QUORUM: Quorum will comprise the Parish Priest or his nominee, plus one office bearer, plus six other                            
members of the Council. In the absence of a quorum any decisions thus made will be deemed to be interim    
decisions and will be ratified at the subsequent properly constituted Council meeting unless objections are   
received. 

QUESTIONS RAISED FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT AND THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT 

Q#1: Michael Hammet raised the question of the appropriateness of the rainbow flag being displayed at the back of 
Saint Joseph’s church. 

A#1: Father Michael responded that the Archbishop Dennis Hart celebrated mass at Saint Joseph on 1st April 2017 and 
did not comment on the flag or request that the flag be removed, and that the flag will therefore stay.  
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Q#2: Edmund Carew raised 2 questions about the Finance report: one on the perceived difference between   
weekly collections at Mass as reported in the weekly Bulletin and the reported Thanksgiving income, and another 
on the cost of staff for the past year. 

A#2: Father Michael, Paul Mulqueen, Antoniette D’Andrea and John Flint explained that Thanksgiving income is 
not only made of weekly collections but also of EFT and online gifts. They also explained that staff is paid in        
accordance with the Archdiocese’s guidelines, and that some one-off costs had been incurred at the end of 2016. 

ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2017/2018 

MOVED –  Di Brebner  SECONDED – Bernadette Dennis 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOTE OF THANKS 

        Father Michael thanked the retiring members and the rest of the council for being involved in various activities 
over the past year, as well as Paul Mulqueen, Antoniette D’Andrea, John Flint and Di Brebner for their active      
involvement in the  Finance Committee and the Liturgy Committee. 

        Father Michael also thanked Eric Dezaunay for the new Parish website. 

 

CLOSURE 

Clare Taylor formally closed the meeting. 

The Annual General Meeting was followed by a Parish Assembly. 
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PARISH PRIEST’S REPORT 

 

St. Augustine once wrote, “Let us rejoice then not only in 
the fact that we are Christians, but also because we are 
Christ.” He often referred to this understanding when he 
preached and wrote about Christians being part of the 
‘whole Christ’ here and now. In his writing and preaching 
St. Augustine was developing further St. Paul’s idea that we 
are the “Body of Christ” – Christ is the head, we are his 
body who continue his living and preaching of God’s Good 
News in the world today. 

 

The idea of the Holy Spirit  uniting us with Christ and one 
another to become the ‘whole Christ’ – the body of Christ 
present in the world now – is brought home very movingly 
in a story surrounding an armless figure of Christ found in 
West Flanders towards the end of World War II.  

 

The story has it that an American soldier unearthed a               
damaged image of the crucified Christ while removing                 
debris in this war-torn part of Europe. The soldier was                
distressed upon discovering the broken statue and 
searched in vain to find the missing arms among the rubble. 
Finally, deeply pained at not finding the arms of the                 
crucified figure, he sat down gazing at the face of Jesus. It 
was then that he saw the lips of Jesus move and heard him 
say:   “I have no hands but yours…”  

 

The Scriptural motto of our parish is “One in Heart and 
Mind on the Way to God”. This was also a favourite image 
of the Church for St. Augustine taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles. It expresses the dynamic, communitarian          
relationship of a group of Christians who are journeying                        
together as the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 

 

This Christian inspiration is the one that we as a parish attempt to live by so as to be Christ in 
our society. 

 

We are a relatively small parish in Melbourne, but we have over the years been able to  
maintain our vitality, so as to be a community that lives the Good News and brings it to                 
others. Without naming specific people, I would like to acknowledge the areas where the 
contribution of individuals and groups of parishioners has helped in the building up of our 
parish community so that we are able to be the hands and the feet of Christ in South Yarra. 
In doing so, I would also like to invite others who come to pray with us at St. Thomas                    
Aquinas Church and St. Joseph’s Church each weekend to consider how they might like to 
be more involved in the life of our parish.  
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I now express my great appreciation to the following individuals and groups who contribute so 
much to the life and mission of our parish –  

 

Firstly, all those who prepare and participate in the Sacred Liturgy: Those who                    
prepare, tidy and clean our two churches and make sure that everything is ready for the                 
celebration of the Eucharist together each weekend and on weekdays; those who prepare 
beautiful floral arrangements which give us a sense of celebration and solemnity; the musicians 
and singers who help raise our spirits in prayer and gratitude to God; Eucharistic ministers, 
readers, commentators, who help us hear God speaking to us in new ways each weekend; the 
cheerful welcomers who brighten our arrival; those who   prepare the slides used at mass in St. 
Joseph’s; those who count and keep the records of our weekend mass collections; those who 
attend the Liturgy Committee meetings to plan and prepare our liturgies; all of you who attend 
our masses and build our sense of Christian community and those who offer hospitality in their 
homes during Advent and Lent at ‘Home Masses’ in order to strengthen our sense of belonging 
and community. 

                                                            Eucharist at St Joseph’s Church 

Next, all those who keep our St. Joseph’s Outreach Services operating its very                       
important work: Those who attend SJOS monthly meetings; those who maintain and 
clean our emergency housing units; those who help raise the funds to continue our outreach 
services and those who come along to SJOS fund raising functions; those who buy the                     
groceries for the food store each week and those who volunteer to work in the food store on 
Saturdays, Sundays and Thursdays; those who supply and those who collect and pack the 
bread for our bread bank freezers; those who plant and tend our community garden which    
supplies some fresh produce for the food store. 

 

Next, those who come together with others to pray: those in the Meditation Group on 
Friday mornings who welcome others and create for others a sense of belonging and mutual 
support through prayer; those who pray the Rosary together in church; those who are                        
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preparing to start a Parish Praise and Worship group for Sunday evenings; those who come to 
daily mass in our two churches. 

 

Next, the members of the Young Adult Ministry Group (YAM): Young people who                     
consciously invite and encourage other young people of our parish to grow in their faith through 
music, prayer, education and service to the wider community. 

 

Next, those who visit the sick and the elderly: those who take Holy Communion to                  
patients at the Alfred Hospital and arrange Communion Services and visits to the elderly at the 
Coppin Centre and MECWA Care; those who visit or take Holy Communion to the elderly in 
their homes – all of whom help keep those who have been faithful to the Church community 
when they were young in touch with the parish and remind them that they still belong and are 
not forgotten by us. 

 

Next, the RCIA (The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) Team: this is a group of                 
committed people who give talks and reflections as a way of sharing their Christian faith                
experience with adults who are preparing for the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and        
Eucharist at Easter. They meet with the candidates on Sunday evenings for about 22 weeks 
during the year. 

 

Next, the catechists and parents who conduct the Children’s Liturgies and prepare                  
Children’s Masses and help with the Children’s Sacramental Programme:  This is a small 
group of dedicated parishioners who are deeply concerned about nourishing faith in the young 
of our parish. Related to this group are those who are beginning to help with the Baptism                   
Preparation Programme which aims to help the parents of infants who are to be                     
baptised understand and deepen their faith. 

 

Next, the residents of the Haven community: Those from the Haven Community who               
offer help with communion services and reading at masses in St. Thomas Aquinas Church and 
occasional singing at St. Joseph’s Church. 

 

Next, the Barry Library Team: This small group ensures that the collection of books in 
our parish library are catalogued and well maintained for the use of parishioners and others who 
use this parish facility. 

 

Next, the Friends of St. Augustine: A small group of committed people from the parish 
and nearby who meet four times a year at the Priory to study and reflect upon the writings and 
spirituality of St. Augustine in order to discover its relevance to us today. 

 

Next, members of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Committee: These 
two important groups of people have an important leadership role in the life of our parish. They 
help us to develop a long-term plan for our parish, oversee monthly and annual events for the 
parish to ensure that we are faithful to our mission, plan for the ongoing maintenance of parish 
buildings, prepare our yearly budgets and put a great effort into ensuring that our parish is kept 
on a good and sustainable financial footing. Both committees meet once a month for ten months 
of the year. 
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Next, the parish Social Committee and their volunteers: A member of the Parish                     
Pastoral Council leads this group of dedicated volunteers who are not so much interested in 
holding meetings as in getting things done. They give generously of their time and talents to 
prepare for annual events such as the Parish BBQ & Fair, which raises money for parish                    
outreach, and  other parish celebrations. They ensure that people attending are well fed in                   
convivial surroundings and have an enjoyable time, and that our facilities are then left clean 
and tidy for the use of others. 

 

Next, past parishioners and friends: Those people who have moved away from the                     
parish but sometimes return to support our functions or celebrate special events with us. Also, 
those parishioners who have been called home to God, and who I am sure support us now 
with their prayers in Heaven. Some past parishioners also continue to help the parish by                   
leaving a  bequest to the parish. 

 

Next, our parish staff and volunteers: We are blessed with a very competent and                 
dedicated small staff – our Parish Secretary, Business Manager, Accountant, and volunteers, 
including our Wedding Secretary. Our staff – and I wish to acknowledge both past and present 
staff – put in many hours of work, sometimes unpaid extra hours, because they love our parish 
and want to make sure that the parish organization runs smoothly. Our staff and volunteers 
are often the friendly public face of our parish for someone contacting us for the first time 
about a baptism, a wedding, a funeral or some other matter. For this they deserve our deep                                   
appreciation.  

 

Next, the Augustinian community: Without the members of my Augustinian community 
in South Yarra I could not do my work as parish priest. Their enthusiasm for parish ministry, 
good example, advice and fraternal support keep me going. I also wish to acknowledge the 
support and friendship of the wider Augustinian community in Australia, who by their prayers 
and frequent contact encourage me in what I find to be very rewarding, even if sometimes                        
challenging work.  

 

Finally, all of you reading this report: who regularly and generously contribute towards 
the financial support of the Augustinian Order and South Yarra Parish, and through the                   
offering of your time and talents, so that we may carry out the mission of Christ which has 
been entrusted to us.  Since the Second Vatican Council, there has been much discussion 
about the fact that we as a Church are being invited and led by the Holy Spirit into a new 
phase in the history of Christianity. There was a time in our history when apostles, disciples 
and martyrs played a vital role in the growth and development of the Church; A time when   
monasticism consolidated the teachings and contributed profoundly to the mission of Christ 
through the establishment of monastic communities  of men and women and the                          
evangelization of new peoples in Africa, Asia and Europe; A time which saw the growth of new 
mendicant religious orders of women and men who evangelized through communities                    
committed to a return to the simple ideals of the Gospel; A time when new missionary groups 
and religious orders of men and women took up the challenges of evangelization in the 
emerging  modern world with its new, challenging social situations, by establishing schools, 
hospitals and other institutions.  

 

Now in the early decades of the twenty-first century, many Catholic Christians believe we have 
entered a new age in the history of the Church. In 1962 at the opening of the Second  
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Vatican Council, Pope John XXI spoke about the importance of reading of the ‘Signs of the 
Times’. Many believe that the ‘signs’ from the Holy Spirit, who is always active in all                  
creation, are telling us to change and adapt the way we do things so as to renew the role 
and ministry of lay people in the Church. They are convinced that in order to be                 
faithful to the mission given to the Church by Christ, the  Holy Spirit is calling on us to use 
fully the many talents and great enthusiasm of lay women and men so that the Good News 
of God may be presented and preached in new and authentic ways to the people of our 
time.  

It is our great privilege to be part of that mission of Christ here in the Parish of South Yarra.                     

Jesus has no hands or feet but ours. 

 

Fr Michael Sullivan OSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

 

                                                                            Eucharist at St Thomas Aquinas Church 



15 

Finance Report for 2017  

 

 

 We are grateful to our Finance Committee who have served the Parish effectively and 

faithfully in 2017 – Fr Michael Sullivan, Fr Abel Van der Veer, Fr Percival Sevare, Paul 

Mulqueen, Antoniette D’Andrea, Olivier Debliquy, John Flint (retired) Christelle Dezaunay 

(staff support - now retired), and Pamela Khoo (staff support - now retired).  

 

 We are pleased to confirm a surplus for 2017 as outlined below. This compares                         

favourably with the very small surplus that was recorded in 2016. 

 

 Sincere thanks to all who have given money to South Yarra Parish in 2017. God sees all 

of this. He loves a cheerful giver. 

 

 We are blessed to have very significant property assets from which much of our Ministry 

activities are based; our buildings also enable us to generate significant rental income. 

 

 Regarding our buildings, significant maintenance work is required throughout each year 

hence our need for continuing income growth.  

 

 2017 saw significantly lower employment costs due mainly to conclusion of the Pastoral 

Associate position. 

 

 Bible verses – Deuteronomy 15:10, Malachi 3:10, Luke 12:33-34, Acts 20:35 

 

 

Prepared by Richard Anderson  

March 2018. 
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St Josephs South Yarra Income & Expenditure for 12 Months Ending 31-12-2017 
 

Income $ 

Thanksgiving 93,415 

Rental - Parish Centre 78,625 

Rental - Cottages / EHASS 62,582 

BBQ & Fair 4,833 

Donations 2,231 

St Thomas Restoration 43,021 

Interest Received 34,660 

Other Income 6,010 

Total Income $325,377 
  

Expenditure     $ 

Office & Administration 13,360 

Accounting 6,445 

Bank Fees 573 

Communications / IT 8,449 

Advertising 1,468 

Fund Raising 1,593 

Diocesan Levies 25,000 

Insurance 24,641 

Travel / Petrol 1,110 

Repairs & Maintenance Parish 34,332 

Repairs & Maintenance Other 6,956 

Cleaning Parish 15,634 

Cleaning Other 2,722 

Gardening 11,953 

Utilities Parish 12,544 

Utilities Other 3,215 

Council Rates 6,825 

Welfare Outreach 749 

Donations To Other Organisations 827 

Catechetics / Worship Items 4,997 

Catering 1,393 

Salaries & Wages 87,723 

Superannuation 8,290 

Staff Amenities / Training 1,277 

Total Expenses $282,076 
  

Net Surplus $43,301 
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INCOME for 2017 and projection for 2018 

    

Thanksgiving 

In 2017, the Thanksgiving donations have brought $93,414 (vs $106,060 in 2016) to the                       

Parish.  

Thank you to all our parishioners who financially support the work of our parish. Many of our 

ministry works would not be possible without your continuing financial support. 

If you wish to know more about our Thanksgiving program or would like to join the planned                   

giving program, please contact the parish office.  

 

Rental of the facilities 

The rental income for 2017 has reached $141,207 (vs $120,164 in 2016). 

This income comes from:  

Long term rental for the 2 cottages and the SJOS Apartments. 

  

11 regular long-term tenants using the different rooms of the Parish Centre (Hall, 

Coffee room, archive room) every week for their activities (Yoga, Karate, AA &                          

AL-ANON )meetings. Both the Coffee room and the Hall are booked almost every even-

ing and the Hall is fully occupied on Saturdays and Sundays afternoon.  

 

Catholic Schools coming for retreat days at the Parish Centre: 20 days of booking in 

2017.  

 

Casual rentals from yoga groups (3 weeks last November), Birthday parties, other 

events. 

In 2018, in addition to this regular rental income, further marketing actions will be conducted to 

maximise the rental of utilities of the Parish centre.  

 

A new partnerships opportunity in 2019:  

Last year, Christelle Dezaunay initiated a new partnership project with Almost French                        

Kindergarten who plan to rent the Hall 2 days a week from January 2019.  

Several works are planned in 2018 to adapt the parish centre to the Kindergarten’s regulations: 

fence around the playground, toilets for children next to the Hall.  

The rental should bring a regular long-term annual income of $20,000 to the Parish.  

We are confident that this project will contribute to the long term financial stability of the Parish.                  
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Fundraising  

The Parish Barbecue & Fair was a successful and joyful event last year. With 140 tickets 

sold, it raised a net profit of  $4,000.  

This year the Parish BBQ and Fair is scheduled to take place on Sunday the 25
th
 of                       

November.  

 Suggestions from parishioners for the event are most welcome .  

 

PROPRIETY Costs- Repairs and Maintenance 

 

Main works done in 2017- early 2018 

 

 

Planed in 2018 

 

   

 

Emilie Rousset  

Parish centre Sanding and polishing of the hall January 2017 

St Joseph church Repair of flower room exterior door lintel March 2017 

Parish centre Replacement of exterior downpipes/water boxes July 2017 

Parish centre Repairing of the exterior fence between the priory 
and the Parish centre 

October 2017 

Parish centre Repainting of exterior windows November 2017 

St Thomas’ Church Replacement of all church interior lights 2017 

St Thomas’ Church Painting of exterior doors and windows 2017 (donation) 

Parish centre Repairing of the roof of the Parish centre January 2018 

St Joseph Repairing and painting of the wall in the sanctuary January 2018 

Parish centre Painting of toilets February 2018 

Parish centre Lobby repairing and painting In progress 

Parish centre Coffee room wall repairs and renovation April 2018 

Parish centre Computer purchase Under review 

Parish centre  Kindergarten project : fence and children toilets April-June 2018 

St Thomas church Maintenance, upgrade sound system and recarpet-
ing if possible 

Under review 
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Parish Pastoral Council Annual Report 2017-2018  

 

“One in mind and heart on the way to God” 

 

Parish of South Yarra Pastoral Council 2017 – 2018 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Sullivan, OSA 

Chair: Savina D’Souza 

Deputy Chair: Eileen Monagle 

Secretary: Clare Taylor 

Deputy Secretary: Daniel Dorall 

Elected Members: Anita D’Andrea, Di Brebner, Bernadette Dennis, Eric Dezaunay (retired), 
Marc Dixon, Diana Jeske, Raymund Rajen, Jorge Sanchez  

 

It has been 8 months since our last AGM on 23 July 2017, with this year’s meeting having been 
brought forward to align it with the financial year of the Melbourne Archdiocese. Much has                   
happened in these few short months. 

 

At the last AGM, we adopted an updated Pastoral Council Constitution, including a new Vision 
Statement. The changes were made to clarify some of the language in the previous document 
which hadn’t been reviewed for some years. It was felt that the changes would better reflect the 
vision and values of the Augustinians who care for our Parish and make it more relevant to the 
Parish of South Yarra. 

 

We began 2017–2018 by welcoming new PPC members Daniel Dorall, Diana Jeske and                   
Raymund Rajen. We said good bye and thank you to retiring members De-Arne Darby,                          
Magdalene Ong, Paul Simmons and Robert Huggins. Later in the year, we also bid farewell to 
Eric Dezaunay who returned to France with his family in December. 

 

We especially miss the insights and contribution of long time parishioner, PPC member and 
SJOS Management Committee Chair, Tony Dawson, who passed away in November. 

 

Our Parish continues to thrive and, in addition to regular events and meetings, most months               
include some special activity to draw us together. In August, St. Joseph’s hosted an Ecumenical 
Eucharist. The service was well attended and many stayed on to socialise over supper in the 
Coffee Room. As so often happens, visitors to our church particularly mentioned the quality of 
the music during the Mass. 

 

At the end of October, we welcomed a visit from Paul Wilson, Augustinian Justice and Peace 
Coordinator who spoke at the Masses on that weekend. He also attended supper and                              
discussion with the YAM Group on the Saturday night. 
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Our annual Parish BBQ and Fair was another great success. This was largely due to the                  
herculean efforts of Christelle Dezaunay and Pamela Khoo, who worked tirelessly for many 
weeks running up to the event. Pamela and Christelle no longer work in the office and their                           
contributions will be missed.   

Children’s Masses and Youth Masses are held regularly and offer opportunities for children, 
their families and young adults to participate in the liturgy and to make new friends. The                            
fellowship dinners hosted by YAM have been enjoyable and well attended.  

 

 

Most recently, we were privileged to host a celebration to mark the 60
th
 Anniversary of the                    

Ordination to the Priesthood of Fr. Gerry Dullard and Fr. John Barry. Family, friends and                             
parishioners gathered for the Mass and morning tea afterwards. 

 

Finally, we are fortunate that in our community, we have the services of the SJOS to help with 
accommodation and food for those in need. However, more needs to be done. In September 
2017, Pope Francis announced a 2-year awareness campaign on refugees and asylum                   
seekers called “Share the Journey”. During this time of great need, we are asked to remember 
the more than 22 million people who are living in camps around the world, the suffering they 
endure and the hardships they encounter in trying to find a new home elsewhere. Let us all     
answer the call to help create a safe, responsive and welcoming place for refugees who find 
their way to Australia and into our Parish. 

 

To conclude, it has been an honour to serve as Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council. We are 
blessed to have parishioners who are dedicated, driven and passionate, and it has been an 
enriching experience working with everyone this past year. I’d like to especially thank our 
priests, Fr. Michael Sullivan, Fr. Gerry Dullard, Fr. Abel Van de Veer, and Fr. Percival Sevare, 
for their unfailing guidance and support, making all that we strive to do, possible. I look forward 
to all that 2018 has in store for us, and to continue working towards bringing to life the values 
of the Augustinians in our Parish! 

 

Thank you, 

 

Savina D’Souza 

Chair 2017/2018 

To start 2018 on the right note,                            
Fr.  Michael organised a Retreat at Casa 
Pallotti on the first weekend in February. 
Members of the PPC were invited to               
attend along with the priests and                       
representatives from other committees. 
In addition to being an opportunity to 
build on personal  relationships, this was 
a chance to  consolidate the information 
gleaned at the  Parish gathering after 
last year’s AGM, to  identify focus areas 
for the Parish in 2018 and beyond.    
Managing finances and the ageing of our 
buildings was also a topic of discussion, 
with the Finance Committee                               
commencing work on a long term                     
financial plan for the Parish.    
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

 

R.C.I.A. REPORT. 

In some ways this report of the RCIA activities for 2017-18 is incomplete, for while on previous 

occasions we have  been able to report on the final result of our Candidates’ Journey to Easter, 

this time the Journey is still in progress, and it is not until the Easter Vigil that our two                             

Candidates will be welcomed into full membership of the Catholic Church. 

One of the Candidates is Neriman Erdonmez, who is preparing for each of the Sacraments of 

Initiation, i.e. Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, while the other, Shannon Magasdi, is already 

baptised in the Catholic Church, but hadn’t gone on to receive the other two Sacraments.  It is to 

her credit that she decided to do the whole RCIA Journey to Easter rather than an abbreviated 

version that would have allowed her to receive these Sacraments sooner, but less well prepared 

and less well considered. 

My thanks go once again to the 40 or so presenters who shared a Gospel reflection with our 

Candidates or took responsibility to share aspects of our Catholic faith.  It was particularly pleas-

ing to find a number of young people, (some connected with our Parish Youth Ministry) willing to 

come forward to share their faith in one of these ways. 

It took a while to find suitable and willing Sponsors for our Candidates, but in Diane Lazaroo and 

Sandra Da Costa we found a perfect match. 

Thanks also go to Kirk and Annie Jiminez and Yuki Okuno, each of them the product of previous 

Journeys to Easter, who helped the team, and Frs Percival and Michael who assisted in various 

ways.  

 

Fr Abel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sandra Da Costa, Shannon Magasdi, Neriman Erdonmez, Fr Abel, Diane Lazaroo 
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LITURGY AND PRAYER 

 

A great day for 

our parish was 

our gathering on 

Sunday February 

11
th
 to celebrate 

the Diamond                

Jubilee of the              

ordination to the 

Priesthood of our 

much loved Frs 

Gerry Dullard and 

John Barry. We 

were joined on 

the day by Fr 

Dave Austin OSA,     

Provincial, and 

many members of both  priests’ families.   

A most joyous Mass was followed by a very happy lunch gathering. Our continued congratula-

tions are extended to both Frs Gerry and John who have served our parish with great pastoral 

dedication for many years. 

Parish liturgy continues to be at the heart of all our parish activity each week. Over the past eight  

months we have seen the development of the music at the Saturday evening Masses, led with 

great reverence by the YAM group. The Children’s liturgy continues to be led each fortnight dur-

ing the 10.30 Mass by Liz Follacchio, Teresa Fels, I Lynn Lee and Jamie Chard.   The                  

introduction of the  Children’s Masses, where the children of the parish take leading roles in the 

ministries of reading, Prayers of Intercession and the processions, is thanks to the drive of  

Christelle Dezaunay. 

The annual feast of St Augustine and St Monica was a happy day once more. The Mass of                   

Remembrance last November while only  attended by a small number of parishioners  was yet 

again a most moving, gentle time of remembering our deceased relatives and friends. 

Thanks too, to the teams of welcomers, commentators and lectors and Eucharistic Ministers who 

assist us in our prayer and reflection at each of the Masses. 

Advent and Christmas were once again celebrated with great joy in 2017, thanks to the hard 

work in preparation by many parishioners. Thanks to the YAM members who once again                

organized the Giving Trees in each church, many parishioners generously donated  gifts for    

people in need. Almost singlehandedly, Fr Abel set up the Nativity in St Joseph’s Church –                         

a mammoth task! 

 Parishioners commented on the joyful spirit of each of the Christmas Masses, starting with the 

Family Mass on Christmas Eve and there were large numbers at all Masses and the Carols                  

service before the Night Mass. 

Preparations are well under way for the celebration of the Easter Triduum. 

               Fr John Barry, Fr Gerry Dullard, Fr Michael, Fr Dave Austin, Fr Abel van der Veer. 



23 

Our heartfelt thanks to all the parishioners who work behind the scenes to prepare the church  

for our celebrations: Lolita Lin, Sandra Moroney and her mother, Margaret, for the beautiful    

floral décor at St Joseph’s. The hard-working sacristans at each of the Masses are  Connie  

Delphin and Jenny Jacob,(6PM  Saturdays);  Anne Semple, Kathryn Leung, Jemina Fernandez, 

Antonella Papa, Diana Jeske and Stuart Phillips. (10.30am Sundays) Natalija Pajmon, David 

Quinn, John  and Ampe Inton and Eugene Setiawan (weekdays) and we thank them for their 

work at  St Joseph’s.  

Andrew Balcerzac and Grace Lipinski have taken over the sacristan duties for Sundays, while  

Mary Gaynor continues to see to the weekday Masses and Communion services. Many thanks 

to them and their helpers at St Thomas’ Church 

After many years as very active parishioners at  St Thomas Aquinas’, Mary and Michael Shaw 

and their family  moved from the parish at Christmas time. They had led the team doing the 

sacristy work at St Thomas Aquinas Church on Sundays during last year and we are most 

grateful for their dedicated service, as well as their participation in reading and singing at Mass. 

We  wish them well in their new home.  

Music plays such an integral part in the joyful and prayerful participation  in our liturgies.                 

Each weekend our dedicated musicians lead the congregations in song at the three Masses. 

Our thanks to Amy Yu, Ros McPherson,  Michael Shaw, Melody Carew and Pam Khoo at St 

Thomas Aquinas;  Amy Yu,  Raymond Rajen, Savina D’Souza, Dianne Lazaroo, Magdalena  

Ong,  Samantha Chan, Nicole Ng, Niki Tan, Andy Nonato, Victoria Ngomba, Adrianna Chai and 

Natasha Chan (Violins) (6pm Saturdays)  Antoniette D’Andrea,  Francis Hogan, Perlita Pepe, 

Sandra Moroney, Ann Maree Pagon,  Elizabeth Yu, Annie Marie DyDuran, Kirk Jiminez, John 

Pollaers, Liz Muratore and Di Brebner (10.30am Sundays)  

Celina Da Silva continues in her wonderful  dedication to the PPT preparations of the hymns 

used at the 10.30 Mass, while the YAM team  do the same for the Saturday night Masses.  

Finally, many thanks to the members of the Liturgy Committee, Frs Michael, Abel and Percival, 

Anne Semple, Eileen Monagle, Diana Jeske, Francis Hogan  and Di Brebner, for all the hours 

of thought and preparation for our liturgies. 

At the heart of all our liturgical celebrations, of course, is the pastoral and prayerful leadership 

of our much loved priests, Frs Michael Sullivan, Abel van der Veer, Gerry Dullard and Percival 

Sevare  who lead us in our community prayer with great dedication. In them we continue to be 

much blessed. 

 

Di Brebner 

Chair, Parish  Liturgy Committee 
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ECUMENICAL CELEBRATIONS IN SOUTH YARRA 

 

Each year our parish joins with three other churches 

in South Yarra to celebrate some of the major                

Christian feasts. On the feast of the Epiphany,                         

January 6
th
, we gather at South Yarra Progressive 

Baptist Church; Ascension Thursday (usually in May) 

sees us at Christ Church Anglican Church; the Feast 

of the Transfiguration, August 6
th
,  is celebrated at                    

St Joseph’s Church and we gather for  the Feast of 

All Saints, November 1
st
, at St Martin’s Church 

Hawksburn. The Eucharists are always followed by a 

most enjoyable supper time.  

These happy occasions have been occurring for many years now, commenced by 

some ecumenically minded priests and parishioners in the 1980s. Our thanks today 

are extended to   Rev. Nathan Nettleton (South Yarra Baptists), Rev. Sam Goodes, 

(St Martin’s), Rev Richard Treloar (Christ Church South Yarra ) and our priests,                      

Frs Michael Sullivan and Abel van der Veer, for continuing these combined liturgies, 

bringing the people of South Yarra/Hawksburn together  to pray and enjoy each                  

other’s company. 

We strongly urge our parishioners to attend these celebrations, not just at                               

St Joseph’s,  but at all of the churches. 
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CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM and LITURGY 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy  

The Children’s Liturgy takes place on the first and third Sunday of each month excluding 
school holidays and long weekends.  I take the sessions on the first Sunday of the month.  
The sessions taking place on the third Sunday of the month are taken by Jamie Chard, Teresa 
Fels and/or I-Lynne Lee. 

The planned sessions are based on the programme: The Liturgy of the Word with Children by 
Katie Thompson.  Each lesson has a focus, a Gospel reading, a reflection and an activity.   
Resources are prepared to accommodate the varied ages of    children who attend. The                    
children’s ages can vary between 2 and 12 years. The number of children attending each of 
the sessions can be inconsistent, although the average number is six per session. 

The sessions allow the children of our parish to experience a deeper understanding and to 
participate in the liturgy through Scripture texts, signs, symbols and activities.  The children 
are also given the opportunity to interact with each other as we worship as a community.  

Elizabeth Follacchio 
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Children’s Masses 

In the second half of 2017, thanks to the initiative of Christelle Dezaunay and Fr Percival,  the 
parish instigated the celebration of Children’s Masses. These occurred twice a term at the 
10.30 Mass, and at these Masses the children took most of the ministerial roles,  joining the 
celebrant in the Entrance Procession, as lectors, in the Gospel Procession, reading the               
Prayers of Intercession, some of which they helped to write,  in the Procession of Gifts, and 
then singing a reflection song after Communion. In the preceding weeks, the children met with 
Christelle and Di Brebner, enjoyed some afternoon tea  and the planning and practice of their 
roles in the liturgy 
 

The aim of this is for  the children to  familiarise 
themselves a little more with what is  happening 
during Mass. We hope they will enjoy getting              
together and helping with the liturgies. We hope 
we continue to see many of the children who 
have received either the sacrament of                           
Confirmation or have made their First                         
Communion in June this year or in the previous 
year. 

These Masses also provided a time for the                  
families to meet and share lunch together. 

Our thanks to the parents who brought  their     
children along to these sessions, especially Tina  Staa and Tarsha Corr, who helped with the 
activities each meeting. 

Dates for the 2018 Children’s Masses will be advertised after Easter. 

Di Brebner 

 

FAMILY GROUP 2017 Our warmest thanks must go to Christelle  

and Eric Dezaunay for all their work and 

commitment in  continuing the family 

gatherings through 2017. They were the                  

catalysts for the gatherings which took 

place in the Coffee Rom after the 

10.30am Mass on some Sundays 

throughout the year, and up to twelve 

families  with young children                     

participated in these gatherings, sharing 

lunch and getting the  children involved in 

play activities together. Some of the  

gatherings were a good opportunity for 

the families to celebrate their children’s                   

reception of the sacraments. 

It is hoped that after the Dezaunay                    

family’s decision to return home to                                

France,  other families will continue to 

gather together during 2018. 
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CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

ST JOSEPH’S CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP 
 

The meditation group led by Fr Percival meets every Friday after the 10 a.m. mass in the 

church. It is followed by sharing and discussion time over tea/ coffee at the Parish library. The 

group consists of around 8 to 12 people. 

The weekly session includes: 

Reading / listening to meditation resources 

20-minutes of silent meditation 

The learning of meditation has also been enhanced by special talks given by Fr. Paul Maloney 

OSA and Fr. John Barry OSA,  as well as with videos on related topics. 

Fr Percival has also linked the group to the World Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM) 

which offers helpful resources that are currently used. 

This year the group will have a day outing on the 8
th
 of April.  

They will visit the Tarrawarra Abbey and Sancta Sophia Meditation Community in Yarra Valley 

for Sunday mass and a meditation session. In addition, a shared picnic lunch will be enjoyed at 

a nearby winery. 

 

Lolita Lin 
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Young Adults Ministry (Y.A.M) Report  
 

The Young Adults Ministry (YAM) is a group of 20 and 30-year old single and married Catholic adults, 
bound together by our common desire to follow Jesus more closely. Since its formation in 2017, we 
have witnessed a greater presence of young adults in our parish, with around 25 YAM members, and 
still growing. We have gone from rarely greeting each other at masses to coming  together in faith, 
friendship and service. We thank Fathers Percival and Michael for bringing us    together and creating 
a sense of family among us. 

YAM’s increased participation in the parish has been seen in Youth Masses organized during the year, 

which were preceded by the Holy Rosary. Prayers of intercession and hymns were delivered in                  

different languages, showcasing the diversity of our parish. Fellowship dinners and discussions                 

followed these masses, all of which were well attended. 

There were a few Faith Formation sessions run for the group in the latter half of the year. These               

sessions gave us an opportunity to relate to one another in our faith journey and helped put into                   

perspective the significance of the YAM fellowship. 

Some of our members had an outward impact through visits to the house-bound in our community, as 

well as helping at the SJOS Food Store. 

We ended the year with a lovely Christmas dinner in the priory where we thanked the Lord, exchanged 

gifts and wished each other a very happy break. 

On February 27, 2018 a few YAM members and Fr. Percival attended the Archdiocesan Youth Dinner, 

where we not only heard an inspirational speech from a Dominican nun who works with young people 

but had the opportunity to meet like-minded faithfuls from parishes across Melbourne.  

Reflecting on what was accomplished last year, we plan to implement the next phase of our ministry in 

2018, in line with the YAM Vision and Mission –  

Vision: Empowering young adults to live as disciples of Jesus  

Mission: To engage young adults through friendship and service, by journeying together in 

faith, and discovering Jesus in ourselves and in each other 

Having established a foundation of connections and friendships, we felt the need for greater                

structure within the ministry. We have developed goals to provide us direction and formed a core team 

to lead these initiatives. 

Our focus this year is to grow YAM and increase engagement within and outside the parish through 

Youth Masses, Fellowships, Outreach 

programs, Faith Formation sessions and 

Social events. The YAM Calendar 2018 

will be  available shortly, and we hope for 

an even more memorable year. 

As always, we welcome questions and 

feedback, but above all else, we invite 

young adults who are interested in being 

part of a diverse, youthful, service-

oriented and faith-centered group! 

Thank you, 

Savina D’Souza 
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PARISH VISITING  

 

 AGED CARE CENTRES 

 

There are two Aged Care Centres to which our parish provides pastoral care, namely, Coppin 
Centre Royal Freemasons in Moubray St, Melbourne and MecwaCare in Charles St,                     
Prahran.  Di Brebner conducts Communion Service on Thursdays to the 15-21 residents of 
Coppin Centre while Fr. Abel celebrates Holy Mass and Anointing of the Sick with them once 
a month. 

 

At MecwaCare, there are around 8-9 Catholic residents who attend the Holy Mass that Fr. 
Percival celebrates on Wednesdays. Also, once every month, the Sacrament of Holy                     
Anointing is administered to these residents. We also have a parishioner who visits some 
Catholic residents for pastoral support once a week.  Another parishioner is in the process of                      
completing all the necessary paperwork so he can begin his volunteer work.  

 

The pastoral care that our parish provides to the residents of these two Aged Care Centres 
has always been deeply appreciated by residents, family and staff. It would be wonderful if 
more parishioners would join in this ministry. 

 

 

HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS 

  

We have a number of elderly parishioners who can no longer come to Church for our Sunday 
Masses due to frail health. Although Fathers Abel, Michael and Percival provide pastoral care 
and support to these parishioners through home visitations, only a few of them are regularly 
visited at least once a week for Holy Communion.  This is why we are in need of volunteers 
who can visit our housebound parishioners for pastoral support through engaging them in a 
conversation and/or providing them with Holy Communion. At present, we only have two                      
parishioners who do house visitations for Holy Communion. Also, once every three months, 
Fr. Abel visits our housebound parishioners for the Sacrament of Confession and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Anyone interested to be involved in housebound visitations is most welcome to 
join in this ministry.  

 

Fr Percival OSA 
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SOUTH YARRA MINISTRY TO THE ALFRED HOSPITAL 2018 

 

Our Sunday Communion ministry to the patients and families in the Alfred Hospital continues 

as a strong commitment each weekend, drawing the heartfelt appreciation from those we are 

able to visit. Since last July our twelve Eucharistic Ministers to the Alfred have visited                           

approximately 300 patients and their families  and offered them Holy Communion. Many of 

these very ill patients express their appreciation of this ministry.  

Phil Brennan, who is an Alfred Eucharistic Minister of some years, very kindly accepted the 

role of organizing the parish roster for this task and his work is much appreciated.  

Our priests continue to be  on regular call to the Alfred Hospital where they administer the    

sacraments to patients who request them. These calls can come during both daytime and in 

the middle of the night and the dedication to this ministry of Frs Michael, Abel  and Percival, 

(who also visits each week to take patients Holy Communion and pastoral care), is most                  

appreciated. We also appreciate the assistance of Fr Brendan Hayes from St Peter’s Toorak  

and the  Capuchin  Fathers at St Peter and Paul’s South Melbourne who share on the night 

roster with our priests. 

This past year several more people have had to withdraw from this most important ministry 

and parishioners are invited to consider taking up the role . 

Di Brebner 
Parish of South Yarra Alfred Hospital Liaison 
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FRIENDS OF ST. AUGUSTINE IN THE PARISH OF SOUTH YARRA  

 

The Friends of Saint Augustine at a national level have found a way for local groups of Friends 

to enter more deeply into the study of Scripture with a focus on the Gospels through an                  

Augustinian  lens. This programme, entitled Augustine: Window on the Word, was begun last 

year with the objective of helping participants to pursue a Gospel-centred understanding of life 

with the help of Augustine’s writings. The programme materials have been developed by our 

National Director of Formation, Maureen Atkins, of the Kyabram Parish. The two sessions in 

the latter part of 2017 focused on the Gospel parables of The Ten Bridesmaids  and The                   

Talents  and were warmly appreciated by all our members. 

 

  For our spiritual formation in 2018, the leaders of all groups of Friends of Saint Augustine                  

decided to follow a similar model to the one from 2017. There is a continued focus on Scripture, 

on Augustine’s writing about social justice and the call to ‘ do justice, to love kindness and to 

walk humbly with your God’  (Micah 6-8). The Gospel of Matthew 25:31-46 forms the basis of 

the programme for 2018 and will help us to understand and respond to the issues of social                     

justice in the 21
st
 Century. 

 

As with each local parish wherever Friends of Saint Augustine exists it has become evident that 

we are also friends to one another in times of sadness and in times which call for affirmation.  

 

We also share in parish joy on important occasions such as the Feast of Saint Augustine and, 

more recently, the uplifting celebration of the 60
th
 Anniversary of Ordination of Father Gerry 

Dullard and Father John Barry. We were also delighted when two of the members, of the 

Friends of St Augustine,  Monica Meagher and Therese Phillips, were affiliated with the Order 

of Saint Augustine in recognition of their contribution to the Augustinian community and to par-

ish life. Similarly recognised were also Carole McNally (former member of staff) and Mary Gay-

nor (parishioner). 

 

As part of our engagement with the parish, issues of Amici, the quarterly newsletter of friends 

of St. Augustine, continue to be available to parishioners to take home and read, with copies 

left at the back of both churches. 

 

As Friends of Saint Augustine we enjoy the hospitality and companionship of the Augustinian 

friars who join us at our quarterly gatherings; we are most appreciative that these can take 

place in the welcoming atmosphere of the Priory. 

 

Judith Duncan 
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VALE TONY DAWSON  22 NOVEMBER 2017 

Our parish was deeply saddened by the death of Tony Dawson last November.  A longstanding and 

dedicated parishioner, Tony contributed enormously to the life and development of our parish and was 

seen by many as a most thoughtful, highly skilled and generous man, multifaceted in his skills and  

insights, yet quietly self-effacing in his demeanour. 

Born in India, Tony and his family came to Australia when he was about 11 years old. He became a 

highly qualified and deeply respected civil engineer who was renowned, not just for his skills and                 

innovative ways of solving major engineering problems, but for his dedication to sharing and                        

publishing his knowledge and skills with his colleagues and the broader engineering community. Tony 

quickly rose to the position of Chief Engineer with his company  and held that position throughout his 

whole working life. In this capacity he was responsible as Design Director for the construction of such 

nationally significant structures as the Alice Springs to Darwin railway line and the third runway at    

Sydney Airport, among many others. In 2011, he was awarded Honorary fellow of Engineers Australia  

for “the expansion of the engineering knowledge base (which) has been one of the major constants of 

Tony Dawson’s long career. “ 

Tony moved to South Yarra in the early 1970s and his contributions to our parish have been equally 

enormous.  A regular member of the St Thomas Aquinas community, he and his wife, Terry                           

participated regularly as Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers at Mass. He was a member and chair of the 

Parish Pastoral Council on a number of times. A man of enormous expertise, he was always humble 

and low-key in proposing ideas and plans, but never imposed himself on people. Many people also 

enjoyed his wry sense of humour. 

In 2006, one of his most significant  contributions was to work with architect and fellow parishioner,  

Laurence Atley, as Chair of the Building Committee on the refurbishment of the parish school to the 

Parish Centre, where his many skills were evident. One constant reminder of this is the elegant                   

covered walkway  joining the church and the Parish Centre, designed by Tony. 

Perhaps his most wonderful experience in the parish was the meeting of Therese (Terry) Brady. They 

were married in St Thomas’ Church on 25th March 1976 and were devoted to each other throughout 

their marriage. Together they contributed a great deal to the parish and among other things, were 

keen to collect and preserve the history of the parish. Terry passed away in February 2015. 

While chair of the SJOS Management Committee, Tony died on Wednesday, 22 November 2017, only 

hours before the committee would be discussing the 2018 SJOS Investment Strategy, a project                        

initiated by Tony at the September Committee Meeting. To the end, Tony’s enthusiasm for SJOS, and 

his clear understanding of what was needed to enable a sustainable future for SJOS, was to be                   

admired. He will  be greatly missed by SJOS 

Fr John Barry OSA, who worked with Tony 

over his many years as Parish Priest,               

described him as  “a most thoughtful and 

generous man of great expertise, high               

intelligence and compassion, yet one who 

never imposed himself and his ideas on                

people. A great and impressive man, Tony 

was loved and revered by many people. He 

has left us with enormous contributions to the 

life of our parish and  he will be greatly 

missed 

Rest in peace, Tony. 
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ST JOSEPH’S OUTREACH SERVICES  

 

 

For over 20 years, SJOS has been providing secure, cheap, transitional accommodation to those 

homeless in our community who have been recommended by organisations such as              

HomeGround. 

There are 12 units, 5 single rooms, & 7 studio rooms, which are fully furnished. All have their own 

bathroom, television, crockery and linen. 

Support services to all occupants are: food store, bread freezer, Parish Library, community              

garden.  

Occupants have an identifiable address and can stay until permanent housing is available. 

All of the services are carried out by a group of volunteers who clean the common areas on a 

rostered basis, collect food and bread from supportive local businesses and man the Store which 

is open on Thursday mornings and the weekends. 

The committee works hard to pay for the costs of the services by running fund raising events to 

supplement the money received as rent (25%of Centrelink payments); but because the old 

school building in which the units have been built is in need of much minor repairs, money to  

cover costs is essential and is received as grants and charitable donations.                                             

In addition, an investment fund is being built up to take care of unexpected emergencies. 

The committee thanks all those schools, businesses, and individuals who have supported us  

during the past year. 

A sad event was the death of our President, Tony Dawson, in November. 

A list of events held in 2017 is attached. 

Christmas time was joyful for the occupants as each room received a large hamper of  goodies 

made up from donations. 

David Quin. 

SJOS 2017 EVENTS 

SJOS Units Weekly General Cleaning - ongoing 

Food Store Shopping and Stocking  

Food Store Service – 3 days per week. 

Bread Collection – 2 or 3 days each week 

Sunday 2 April - Ashton Smith Singers Concert 

24/25 June - SJOS 2017 Appeal Weekend 

Sunday 25 June – Soup & Muffin Sunday 

Sunday 13 August – SJOS AGM 

Sunday 17 September - SJOS Annual High Tea 

Tuesday 14 November - SJOS Film Night 

December 8 - SJOS Volunteers’ Christmas Party 



34 

THE STABLES UNIT CRISIS SHELTER 

 

The Stables Unit is a self contained Studio style room which is fully furnished and has a                       

television, refrigerator, microwave, crockery, linen, heating and cooling. It has its own bathroom 

and washing machine and dryer.  The building is old, but clean and comfortable. 

The Stables Unit has accommodated three families since July 2017. Referred by the Brigidine 

Asylum Seeker Project (BASP), the families have been seeking short term accommodation while 

awaiting permanent residency. 

 It is a difficult time for those who seek refuge in our crisis shelter, usually having little or no     

income and not knowing where their future will be. They have often escaped violent situations 

and are pleased to come to a peaceful place where they can feel safe and have breathing space  

while they seek to find a home. 

We have extended the amount of time to stay in the crisis shelter, as finding rental                                  

accommodation at an affordable rate is proving very difficult. Their time in our parish enables     

residents to work with their support services to secure a more permanent place to call home. 

During their stay in the Stables Unit, the parish has provided these families with food and                      

shelter,  and when  necessary for other matters, residents are assisted by the priests, parish staff 

and parishioners. 

We thank the volunteers who help us to service the unit when necessary. 

 

Toni Stuart 
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THE HAVEN  

 

In May this year, the South Yarra Haven Community will celebrate its 7
th
 birthday and are to 

be congratulated on all that they have achieved in that time.  

 

Some of the founding members of the Haven Foundation and the Haven South Yarra                     
community were members of our parish who had first hand experience of people living with 
mental illness because of the illness of members of their own families. 

 

The model of care that they wished to establish for the Haven South Yarra community is one 
that believes that it is possible to recover from a mental illness. While much is still to be 
learned, there is a growing body of academic research evidence that claims to demonstrate 
that it is possible for some people to make a recovery from even serious mental illness.  

 

Sadly, people with various types of mental illness in our society often still face prejudice and 
discrimination. The community of Haven South Yarra aims to help break down that                       
discrimination by providing one-bedroom units for independent living for people with serious 
mental illness. Residents are provided with long term housing which helps to create a sense 
of stability and a home space for which they are responsible. Staff at the Haven are on 24-
hour call in order to provide clinical support as required by individual residents.  

 

Because an important part of the model of care developed by the Haven Foundation is the           
involvement of the residents’ families in the recovery process, regular meetings, celebrations, 
sporting and recreation events with families are organized throughout the year. 

 

This year Janet Maher has retired as our parish representative on the Haven South Yarra 
Family Hub Committee. No replacement for Janet has yet been found but I continue to attend 
meetings, education sessions and celebrations organized by the committee each month. 

 

Because of the success of the Haven Community model, the                 
foundation continues to receive government grants to support its 
important work for those suffering a mental illness and is now                 
preparing to open new Haven communities in Frankston and                  
Geelong. The construction of the building for the Haven Frankston 
which will accommodate 20 people is already under way, and the 
foundation hopes to welcome new community members by the end 
of 2018.  

 

Fr. Michael 

 

 

 

Parishioner and founding member 

of Haven South Yarra,                                

Professor Allan Fels AO 
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OTHER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES IN OUR PARISH 

Social functions held in the parish   July 2017  - February 2018.    
 
Our parish enjoys the social gatherings when we meet for morning tea,  lunch or supper to 
complete  our liturgical celebrations.   Since the last AGM we have gathered for the                                   
following:  

                   
St. Augustine’s Day 27/08/17 - Morning Tea/Coffee - light refreshments - approx. 60 people 
attended   
 

The Parish Barbeque and Fair   25/11/ 2017 
 

Supper to thank all of the parish volunteers; Approx. 60 attended. December 2017 
 

Christmas Eve Supper in the Coffee Room; 30 - 40 people attended.  December 2017. 

 

Diamond Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood for  Father Gerry & Father John 11/02/2018; 
Morning tea attended by 60-80 people 
  

Special thanks is extended to all who assisted  in these functions: 
 
Anita D’Andrea  
Social Committee Coordinator 
 
A further note of thanks to the generous donors for our 2017 Parish Barbeque and Fair 

 

Rocky’s  for fruit and vegetables for the salads; 
Eddy Travaglini, Australian Meats Dandenong for all the meats for the barbeque. 
Christelle Dezaunay Business Manager, and Pamela Khoo for their expert organisation of the 
Parish Fair  
Toni Stuart, Parish Secretary for her most efficient, unfussed support and organisation for all 
the parish events 
Anita D’Andrea, coordinator of the Parish Social Committee for her many hours of work in                
organising volunteers and  in  preparation for each of these parish events, all of which were 
wonderfully successful and  enjoyable. Thank you Anita! 



37 

THE BARRY LIBRARY 

 

The library collection is still expanding with books, pamphlets, CDs and DVDs available for 

borrowing. We are pleased to have welcomed more members who are making use of the 

library. 

The library continues to be used by RCIA, Friends of St Augustine, Post Lenten programs, 

First Communion and Confirmation preparation and school groups for workshops and                  

retreats. 

We are always ready to receive donations of books on Religion, Church History, Parish  

History, Social Justice and children’s religious books to expand the library. 

 

PARISH ARCHIVES 

We are now able to assist parishioners, former parishioners and others to research their 

family history if they had a family member who was married, baptized or confirmed in                  

St Joseph’s parish. 

 

Claire Forrest and Genine McCarthy 

Librarians/Archivists 
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THE KNITTERS OF THE ROUND TABLE 

 

Our knitting group began 28 years ago when a group of ladies led by South Yarra Parishioners, 
Beb Larsen (now 102), Jessica McLean, Noelle Sadler (now 100) Jean Austin and  Connie …. 
began knitting squares when the Women’s Weekly appealed for knitted rugs for people on the 
streets or in need. When this task was completed Beb suggested that the group could donate 
knitted items to St Joseph’s parish,  to be distributed to  people in need in 
South Yarra. 

 

Over the last year the Knitters of the Round Table have been very active 
in providing 46 small/large knitted rugs. 982 knitted squares were knitted 
to make these rugs by the 15 active members of the group. These rugs 
were donated to St Joseph's Outreach Services and Corpus Christi Mens 
Home at Greenvale. Also hats, scarves, cardigans and jumpers have been 
knitted for needy families in the community.  
 
In 2017 we began knitting red poppies for Malvern RSL. Many other knitters from around      
Victoria joined this project and a sea of red knitted poppies were planted outside the Melbourne 

War Memorial on Remembrance day in November 2017. Our group 
provided 4,221 poppies for this display which will bloom larger in                 
November this year. 
 
We also joined nationwide knitters in knitting/crocheting purple                    
poppies to commemorate the many dogs, ponies, donkeys, horses, 
camels and pigeons which served during both world wars. In July 2017 
the first Australian Animal Memorial  Park was unveiled at Poziere 
(Somme Valley) France in memory of these animals and detailing how 
they serviced the armed forces in war torn Europe in both wars. 
 
The Knitters of Round Table supplied 

330 purple poppies towards the making of a beautiful horse 
blanket. in memory of the many horses which served the 
Lighthorse Infantry and never returned to  Australia after World 
War 1. A further purple blanket will be displayed in France in 
2018 to commemorate the 100 years of the ending of World 
War 1. 
 
The ladies were also involved in knitting 52  poppies which were 
given to Vietnam ex servicemen who served in Vietnam                  
between 1955 and 1975 and these were worn with pride on               
Remembrance Day. 
 
Many members knit daily as it reduces stress, anxiety and loneliness 
of living on their own with the knowledge that their knitting                
assists people in times of need and aids in community building. 
 
Our knitting group is very multicultural and is open to welcoming new 
members who wish to join in the fun and friendship of knitting together 
over a cup of tea and respectful conversation.  

New members and donations of wool are always warmly accepted.  If 
any parishioner would like to visit us for a cup of tea or know more 
about our community outreach we can be found on Tuesday afternoon in Gratton Community 
Centre between 12pm and 2.30pm.                                     All welcome. 
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PARISH WEBSITE 

Parish Website: Almost one year! 

The new website for our Parish of South Yarra was launched in March 2017. It is a very 

useful and nice reflection of our Parish values and activities.  

From April 2017 to February 2018 (11 months), the website was visited by more than 4,300 

visitors which represent almost 17,000 pages seen, with an average 3.8 views/visitor.  

The average number of visitors is progressively increasing, with 350 to 400 visitors each 

month.   

 

 

A way to get updated information 

Visitors are mostly interested in the Mass time, the Weekly Bulletins, the Contact Us page 

and the Wedding page.  

 

A way to communicate  

The website is also a good way to communicate with the parish administration. Every week 

the Parish Centre is receiving requests to book for weddings, birthday parties, workshops 

generated from the website.  

We hope to continue to make this website lively and updated according to the Parish     

highlights during the year.  

 Emilie Rousset  
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             Parish of South Yarra 

               Parish Pastoral Council 

               Constitution 

 

Vision Statement 

We the people of the Catholic parish of South Yarra aspire to be a community one in mind and heart on the 
way to God, where we are supported and sustained by the Gospel of Jesus through prayer and celebration 
of the Eucharist, where we are encouraged to share our gifts and talents in the service of others in the wider 
community, where we remain open and responsive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and seek to draw    
others to God’s love through our openness and hospitality. 

 

Role of the Parish Pastoral Council 

To provide leadership by promoting the concept of Christian community 

To provide the Parish Priest and the Augustinian community with advice and to represent the views of 

other parishioners in respect to pastoral matters pertaining to the operations of our parish. 

To assist our parish leadership in planning for the future needs of the parish 

To provide practical assistance and support to our parish leadership in day to day pastoral activities 

To represent the parish in the wider community in both spiritual and secular activities 

Composition 

The Council shall comprise of a minimum of seven and a maximum of 12 (not including members of the                     

Augustinian Community who may wish to attend) members whose nominations are to be confirmed and                    

accepted at the parish Annual General Meeting. Members of the Parish Pastoral Council shall be: 

The Parish Priest, or in his absence, his nominee and members of the Augustinian Community 

One nominated representative from the existing parish groups including but not limited to: 

Finance Committee 

St Joseph’s Outreach Services 

Liturgy Committee 

Pastoral support 

Other nominated parishioners to constitute the 12 members of the Council 

If there are more nominations than positions vacant, there will be an election at the AGM. 

Eligibility for Election 

Any Catholic who is a regular attendee of Mass at St Joseph’s or St Thomas Aquinas’ is eligible to be                        

nominated to the Pastoral Council,  

Term 

Each elected member may serve two consecutive terms unopposed.  The length of each term is of two years.  

Limitation of Tenure 

No nominated member will serve more than two terms consecutively. A member may be re-nominated after                    

a one year hiatus. 
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Office Bearers 
Office bearers shall comprise: 

Chairperson 

Deputy Chairperson 

Secretary 

Deputy Secretary 

 

Roles of Office Bearers 
The Chairperson’s role is one of leadership of the Pastoral Council, and as chair of the council meetings, should 

be one of encouragement to all members to give their opinions and contribute to decision-making. 

The Chairperson needs a close liaison with the Parish Priest, and to be involved in the preparation of the            

agenda for each meeting. 

The Chairperson of the Pastoral Council prepares a report for each Annual General Meeting of the parish of 

South Yarra, and presides at that meeting. 

The Deputy Chairperson presides at meetings of the Pastoral Council when the Chairperson is unable to attend, 

and assumes any other relieving responsibilities which may be necessary. 

The Secretary participates in the preparation of the agenda for each meeting of the Pastoral Council and                        

ensures that the agenda is available for distribution to members prior to the meeting. The Secretary is also                     

responsible for recording the minutes of each Pastoral Council meeting and the Annual General Meeting and 

for their distribution. 
Nominations for the Parish Pastoral Council  

Nominations of Council members shall be presented at the parish Annual General Meeting. Nominations shall 

be given in writing by any parishioner at least two weeks prior to the AGM. 

All nominees must be present at the AGM to be eligible for election. 

 
Election of Office Bearers 

Election of office bearers shall be at the first Council meeting after the Parish Annual General Meeting.                      

The Parish Priest will preside at this meeting until a President is elected. Election will be by simple majority of 

the  elected members present. 
Quorum 

Quorum will comprise the Parish Priest or his nominee, plus one office bearer, plus six other members of the 
Council. In the absence of a quorum any decisions thus made will be deemed to be interim  decisions and will 
be ratified at the subsequent properly constituted Council meeting unless objections are   received. 

Meetings 
The Council will meet at least ten times a year. The Chairperson will be in the chair. 

In the Chairperson’s absence, the Deputy Chairperson will chair. In the Deputy Chairperson’s absence, the                 

Parish Priest or his nominee will chair. 
 

 

 

Meetings – Standing Agenda Items 
The agenda of each ordinary meeting of the Council shall contain standing agenda items. All reports 
are to be written and provided to the Council members for consideration at least 48hrs prior to the 
meeting. Length of reports not to exceed one page. 

 

If any parish committees or parishioner have made a recommendation on any matter to the Council, 
that recommendation should be considered by the Council and either endorsed or further advice                  
given.   
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Motions 
All motions will be carried by simple majority of those members present. 

 

Absences 
If a Council member misses three consecutive meetings without leave from the Chairperson, that member’s position 

may be declared vacant at the next Council meeting. 

 

Casual Vacancies 
The Pastoral Council may appoint an eligible parishioner to fill a vacancy at any time during the year. 

 

Annual General Meetings 
A general meeting will be held annually to review the activities of the parish during the preceding year, to                      

present future strategies, and to confirm elected members to fill vacant positions on the Pastoral Council. The 

Chairperson of the Council will chair the meeting. All parishioners are eligible to attend and vote. Twenty-one 

days advance notice of the Annual General Meeting must be given. 

 

Submissions by Parishioners 
Parishioners wishing to have any matter considered at the Annual General Meeting will be required to submit 

such a matter in writing to the Secretary of the Council not less than fourteen days before the Annual General 

Meeting. 

 

Extraordinary General Meeting 
An extraordinary general meeting may be convened at any time by the Parish Priest, the Council, the                          

Chairperson of the Council, or on the written request of not less than ten parishioners who shall sign the notice 

of request and append their residential address. Not less than fourteen days notice shall be given of any                      

extraordinary general meeting. 

 

Change to Constitution 
The Constitution of the Council can be changed only at the Annual General Meeting or at an extraordinary                     

general meeting provided that at least seven days notice is given, and at least two-thirds of those present at 

the Annual General Meeting or extraordinary general meeting, who are eligible to vote, agree to such a 

change. 

 

Financial Management 
The Council has no financial responsibilities whatsoever; however, the Parish Priest may at his discretion seek 

the Council’s advice on items of expenditure. 
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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH CENTRE 

30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra 

P.O. Box 21 South Yarra VIC  3141 

Tel: 03 9826 9677  

Email: secretary@parishofsouthyarra.org.au 

Website: www.parishofsouthyarra.org.au 

 

MASS TIMES 

St Joseph’s Church 

30 Fitzgerald St, South Yarra 

Sat Vigil 6pm; Sunday 10.30am 

Weekdays (except Monday): 10am; Sat 9am 

 

St Thomas Aquinas’ Church 

43 Bromby St South Yarra 

Sunday 9am  

Wed and Fri 12.45pm 

Communion Services: Tues & Thurs 12.45pm 

Augustinian Community 

Parish of South Yarra 

Fr Michael Sullivan OSA PP 

Fr Abel van der Veer OSA  

Fr Percival  Sevare OSA 

Fr Gerald Dullard OSA  


